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North Shore High School’s
Music Department spent this past
February break in Greece, sharing its
talent with eager listeners across the
c i t i es  o f  Athens ,  Volos ,  and
Thessaloniki. The orchestra, band, and
chora l  ensembles  he ld  th ree
performances over the course of the
trip, but between concerts students
were given ample time to delve into
Greek culture.

   While in Athens, the group
ventured to  the ancient  Athenian
Acropol is  and seaside Temple of
Poseidon. Both sites were a testament
to  the  l as t ing  grace  of  Greek
archi tec ture  and innovat ion ,  and
slowly but surely, the students and
chaperones began to gain greater
insight into what makes Greece such a
special country. Each meticulously
structured Doric pillar and marble
statue in the Parthenon exemplified
the value in creat ing things with
intention and sincerity, traits which are
important in music too.

  In Volos, the group traveled
into the mountains of Pelion by day,
and  per formed a t  the  Nea  Ion ia
Cul tu ra l  Cent re  by  n igh t .  Nor th
Shore’s Concert Chorale even sang its
repertoire in the centre’s echoing
atrium as the audience looked on from
the balcony above. Students were able
to mingle with local supporters and
music ians  af terwards ,  and Nor th
Shore’s music acted as a vessel for
cross-cultural communication.

  In Thessaloniki, the tour
group  was  for tuna te  enough  to
perform in the Ceremonial Hall of the
Aristotle University, one of the oldest
educational institutions in the country.
It was bitter-sweet for many North
Shore musicians to perform for the last
time as an ensemble in Greece, but it
wasn’t just in concert halls or theaters
that music was found on this trip.
Street musicians in Athens filled the

cobblestone lanes with the sounds of
s ing ing  and  bouzouki  p lay ing ,  a
traditional Greek instrument similar to a
lute or guitar. In Volos, the coterie visited
the Municipal Conservatory of Volos,
where a North Shore student gave an
impromptu piano performance for the
group during the tour. In Thessaloniki,
every avenue was filled with blasting pop
music  and  de l igh ted  par tygoers
observing the Greek carnival celebration
of Apokries. Even on the tour buses,
spontaneous sing-alongs were a frequent
occurrence. Throughout the entirety of
the trip, music provided a central source
of bonding for students and allowed them
to understand how intrinsic it is in Greek
life.

   Having the opportunity to
travel to a foreign country with your
peers is a once in a lifetime experience,
but doing so to perform music adds a
whole other dimension of importance.
Mus ic  a l lows  us  to  in te rac t  and
understand others despite lingual and
cultural barriers. Perhaps the greatest
example of this was when North Shore
performed alongside a local high school
choir in Athens.  At the close of the
concert, North Shore’s band finished with
a rousing rendition of Frank Sinatra’s
“New York, New York”, which was met
with enthusiastic singing, dancing, and
cheer ing f rom American and Greek
audience members alike. Faith Oakes, a
sophomore and choir member on the trip,
said, “ Even though we live in different
time zones, on different continents, and
speak different languages, everyone in
the theater was united through music.”
As musicians, the group’s members were
able to interact with the people of Greece in a unique
way with their voices and instruments.  Just from
observing everyday life in Greek cities and villages,
so much was learned about the beauty of  its culture,
with its rich history and welcoming people. It’s safe
to say the music trip to Greece was an unforgettable
experience, showing just how powerful music can
be in connecting our world.

The Universal Language Of Music:
North Shore Visits Greece

By: Nora Lewis

We Miss Seeing You All And We Are Sending
Positive Vibes Your Way!
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By: Kyra McCreery

On February 7th, 2020, 21 North Shore
students departed on an unforgettable
adventure, gearing up for a week-long Spanish
cultural exchange in the city of Alicante followed
by an additional week spent in Madrid and
Barcelona together as a group. As the exchange
participants loaded their luggage onto the bus
and waved goodbye to the familiar sights of
North Shore High School, a strange mixture of
exhilaration, wonder, and nervousness was
palpable. The Spanish exchange would be an
opportunity to completely embrace the culture
and customs of a foreign country, create
incredible memories, and forge a close bond with
a host student and family. Still, the trip would
require students to step outside of their comfort
zones, abandon their familiar daily routines,
communicate primarily in a foreign tongue, and
quickly adapt to foreign life abroad.

After exiting the plane in Alicante, the
21 travelers (plus ever-patient chaperones
Señora Soriano and Mr. Knight, dubbed Tío
Josh for his duration in Spain) reunited with
their Spanish host students and introduced
themselves to their new families for the week.
An exciting six days of adventuring around
Alicante and neighboring cities was in store,
and the group of North Shore students was
ecstatic to begin the journey.

 For many N.S. students, this
exchange was the first true test of their Spanish
proficiency, as the majority of the Spanish host
parents spoke limited English and relied
exclusively on communication in Spanish.
Personally, I found that after overcoming the
initial shock of speaking solely in Spanish, I
enjoyed conversing with my host parents about
their lives and family, practicing the new Spanish

words and phrases I noticed around me, and
asking a multitude of questions about daily life in
Spain, Spanish culture and history, and the
nearby places I’d be visiting in the next few days.
The prospect of communicating in a different
language was certainly intimidating at first, but
after completing this experience, I can definitely
say that complete cultural immersion is the most
effective way to become more comfortable
speaking and gain a more intuitive feel for a
language. Exchange participant Hannah Bradford
seconds this conclusion, stating, “I loved being
immersed in a new culture for two weeks… I
picked up on so many new Spanish phrases and
words naturally.” The exchange was definitely
worth the trip for the language education alone,
but the added benefits of long-lasting
relationships and refined cultural knowledge truly
made the experience extraordinary.

  Whether exploring Alicante with our
exchange students, visiting local cities like
Valencia and Murcia on day trips, or trekking all
the way to Madrid or Barcelona to experience
Spain’s most memorable cultural sights, the
exchange provided all of its participants with a
phenomenal education in the distinctive culture
of the Iberian peninsula. While in Spain, I had the
opportunity to try paella with my host family (and
sample seemingly infinite varieties of the
quintessential Spanish dish), learn about how
the Moorish conquest of Spain influenced
famous Spanish architecture, and witness truly
extraordinary global monuments in real life, such
as the Sagrada Familia in Barcelona. No matter
how grand, each experience infused me with an
appreciation and improved understanding of the
rich cultural landscape and fascinating history
of the region.

Spain: The Exchange of a Lifetime
  Of course, the lifelong friendships

created through the experience were arguably
the most memorable aspect of the trip. After
spending a week with a foreign host student,
nearly all of the American exchange participants
remarked on the special connection they
developed with their Spanish counterparts.
Sophia Fleming comments, “After meeting my
host student Carolina, I realized that we had so
much in common despite our different
backgrounds and cultures.” Many exchange
participants were already tentatively scheduling
their next visit back to their host families in Alicante
as they said their final goodbyes to their exchange
families at the train station.

    Beyond the relationships forged with
the Spanish students, the exchange trip offered a
remarkable opportunity for the American students
to create new friendships and memories with
each other. By the end of the two-week journey
in Spain, the entire group had developed a strong
rapport and amassed a lifelong supply of fond
memories and experiences with one another.
Whether climbing to the top of Alicante’s highest
peak together, taking in the extraordinary artwork
at Madrid’s acclaimed Museo del Prado as a
group, or courageously convincing each other
to board a train on a near vertical incline to the
top of Barcelona’s Monasterio del Montserrant,
the exchange fostered camaraderie and
encouraged students to step outside their comfort
zones and introduce themselves to peers they
might have never interacted with at home.

  As I begin to reflect on the most
notable moments of my high school experience,
the Spanish exchange undoubtedly stands out
as a truly unparalleled experience. Hasta la próxima,
¡gracias España!

Pierce Whitting, Kyra McCreery, Hannah Bradford, Sophia Fleming, Emma
O’Brien, Michael Doherty, Daniela Portela, Sarah Moran, Gabby Salvatori,

and Georgia Ritter took  in the view.

Mireya Martin, Kyra McCreery, Hannah Bradford, Sophia Fleming and Sarah
Ryan looked right at home in Spain.

Suhana Singh, Michael Doherty, Kyra McCreery,
Sophie Kraupner, Mireya Martin, Sarah Ryan and

Senora Soriano enjoyed a beautiful day.

Advisor:

Sara Millman
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By: Mary Sotiryadis

On February 6th, 22 North Shore High
School students, accompanied by  teachers Ms.
Lo Brutto and Mr. Bongiovanni, said goodbye
to their families and boarded a flight to Italy for
a two-week exchange trip. I was fortunate
enough to be one of these students. While the
obvious goal of this exchange trip was to help
us become proficient in the Italian language,
our 14 days abroad amounted to much more
than that. After visiting five cities, exploring art,
architecture, and music, tasting authentic Italian
cuisine and interacting with a vibrant culture,
my peers and I gained so much more than a
better understanding of the language; we now
have a better understanding of ourselves, others,
and the world around us.

The first ten days of the exchange trip
were spent in beautiful Arezzo, a small city in
Tuscany. Upon arrival at Liceo Francesco Redi,
the Italian school North Shore partnered with
for the exchange, our bus was greeted by our
host partners and the supervising English
teachers. We were treated to an elaborate
welcome lunch, with samples of authentic Italian
appetizers including prosciutto, ham, and
mortadella sandwiches, focaccia bread, pasta
salad, mini pizzas, and more. During the next few
days, we learned the ins and outs of Arezzo
with our host partners and through interactive
scavenger hunts, discovering the popular
places to hang out, the best restaurants, and
the rich history of the small Tuscan city. The
North Shore students participated in tours of
the Quartiere di San Lorentino, a faction of the
city that competes in  Arezzo’s famous Saracen
Joust every year, the Palazzo della Fraternita,
Arezzo’s town hall, and the Basilica di San
Francesco, the medieval church of St. Francis.
What made Arezzo even more magical to us
was the fact that we were in the town where
Roberto Benigni’s award-winning film Life is
Beautiful was filmed. After watching this film in
our ninth grade Italian classes, spending time in
the places where some of the movie’s most
famous scenes were shot helped us appreciate
our time in Arezzo so much more.

During our ten days in Tuscany, the
North Shore students took day trips to nearby
cities including Florence, Perugia, and Siena. In
Florence, we visited some of the city’s most
famous attractions, including the Ponte Vecchio,
the Duomo cathedral, and the Uffizi gallery,
which was once home to the Medici family’s
private art collection during the Renaissance.
When we visited Perugia, we were accompanied

by our host partners. We toured the Baci Perugina
chocolate factory together, where we learned
about the history of Baci chocolates and got an
inside look into how Italy’s most famous candy
is produced. The rest of the day was spent in
Perugia’s city center, where we completed another
scavenger hunt that took us up and down the
city’s rolling hills to some of the most beautiful
views and attractions that the North Shore
students had ever seen. “I loved how quaint the
city is,” says junior Audree Toner. “The
panoramic views [of the hills and valleys] are
amazing.” Siena was another favorite among the
North Shore students. After visiting the Duomo
of Siena, the Basilica of Saint Catherine, and the
square where the Pallio, an annual horse-race
which Siena is known for, is held, the group was
in awe of how a small Tuscan city could hold so
much history and culture.

When we weren’t traveling around
Tuscany, we spent a lot of time with our exchange
partners and host families. While at home with
our host families, we immersed ourselves in Italian
family life and values. For example, in Italy, school
ends at 1:20 PM so students can eat lunch, the
most important meal of the day, with their families.
We sat at the table together for hours, learning
more about our host families’ dynamics while
enjoying home cooked dishes. Our time with our
host families was when we improved our Italian
skills the most, as not everyone’s host parents
and grandparents spoke English. While it was a
bit difficult at first for the North Shore students to
get used to being with another family and adapting
to their way of living, it was necessary for
improving our understanding of the culture and
language.

During our free time with our host
partners, they showed us some of the things
they do for fun as well. On our first Sunday in
Italy, they took us to a Carnevale celebration in
Foiano, a neighboring medieval town. Here, we
watched as massive, hand-made floats moved
through the small streets, accompanied by
dancers dressed up in elaborate costumes. The
town was filled with music as everyone danced
in the streets and threw confetti around, which is
typical of an Italian Carnevale celebration. Our
host partners also brought us to play laser tag at
the local mall and to hang out in the city center at
night, showing us how they typically spend their
afternoons and weekends.

After ten days of learning, fun, and
exploring, we said goodbye to our host partners
and headed to Rome for three days, where we

saw some of the sights and landmarks that Italy
is most famous for, including the Colosseum,
Trevi Fountain, Roman Forum, Pantheon, and
Spanish Steps. Our last full day in Italy was spent
in Vatican City, touring the Vatican Museum, Saint
Peter’s Basilica, and the Sistine Chapel, which
was my favorite part of the experience. Seeing
the work of Michelangelo and imagining the time,
effort, and skill it required to paint tremendous
three-dimensional frescoes on a ceiling was
astonishing. Placing ourselves in the historical
context of when the aforementioned landmarks
and buildings were created allowed us to gain a
newfound sense of cultural appreciation and
respect for the work of others.

After reflecting on our experience in
Italy, the North Shore group as a whole has gained
a new perspective on the country, its culture,
and its traditions. We’ve also realized that our
previous expectations of the exchange trip were
challenged, but in  a  pos i t ive  way.
Although traveling to various parts of
Italy was like a dream come true for our
North Shore students, it was definitely
not a two-week, relaxing vacation.
Living with a host family and traveling
in a large group of over twenty people
requires a lot of communication, group
work, and open-mindedness. “It was a
great  exper ience  because  I  got  to
experience a new culture and gain a new
understanding and appreciation for
people who are different than I am,”
says senior Kristen Roth. She adds “At
times, it was difficult to adapt to a
couple of things, but it gave me a new
outlook on the world.” Another major
lesson we learned as a group was to
“go  wi th  the  f low” of  each  day ;
sometimes,  our  plans  didn’t  a l ign
exactly with the itinerary, but it taught
us how to take everything in stride and
enjoy moments as they come. Despite
the  cu l tu ra l  ad jus tments  tha t  a re
required for exchange programs like
this, Ms. Lo Brutto says that she would
s t rongly recommend the exchange trip
experience for anyone who is “on the fence”
about participating: “[The exchange trip] won’t
[necessarily] be easy for [some students]; it
actually might be very difficult for them. But I
believe it teaches us all, not just the students or
the teachers, how to adapt, manage, and be able
to always see the bright side of things when they
don’t [go according to plan].”

Uno Scambio da Ricordare
 I f  you’ve  ever  bought  a

phone, you know that it comes with a
limited-sized storage, be it 16, 32, or 64
gigabytes of data. However, that’s not
the absolute hard limit of data that your
device can display. Phones are also
equipped with  a  c loud computing
system, which enables them to store
more data,  as well  as back up the
physical data on the phone itself. To
first understand cloud computing, let’s
take a look at how the hard drive works.

 Data is stored on a computer
in binary. Trillions of 1s and 0s are
s to red  wi th in  the  c i rcu i t ry  o f  a
computer. This is achieved by having
a low voltage pulse which represents
the 0, and a higher voltage pulse which
represents a 1. A byte represents eight
of these binary values. That means that
within a 64 Gigabyte phone, 64,230
values are stored. This seems like an
incredible amount, but many of the
operations can take up so much of this
data that  the phone requires more
space.

 Data can have many forms;
photos and videos are the most com-
mon ones you see everyday. Tradition-
ally we save that data on hard drive
devices, such as USB’s (Universal Se-
rial Bus) or HDD’s (Hard Disk Drive).
After the Internet was invented in the
1980s, a new technique called cloud
computing was invented as well. Cloud
computing helps us save data through
the Internet. Imagine the Internet as a
virtual world with spaces, and that is
where our data is saved alternatively.
In comparison, we used to save data
only in physical devices and now we
are capable of saving data into a vir-
tual world. Therefore, cloud computing
is a superior data storage method when
compared to traditional storage de-
vices as we can access the Internet
more conveniently. Instead of being
limited to the physical space on your
own phone, you can store some of your
data in the servers of big technology
companies like Microsoft or Apple. Not
only this, but using a third-party server
through the cloud enables your data
to be protected in the event of physi-
cal damage to your phone’s hard drive.
This technology prompts new eco-
nomic opportunities as well. Many
companies are now resorting to cloud
computing as their primary source of
data storage. They can pay a fee, and
they will be able to use cloud comput-
ers for a cost much cheaper than build-
ing their own servers. New strides in
cloud technology by these companies
allows for an easier experience for you,
and they also allow small businesses
to flourish.

By: Jia Wei Hao and Izzy Lerman

Farewell Dinner In Arezzo

We just spent some time in Florence. What
did you do?

The Vikings came, saw and definitely
conquered the Vittorio Emmanuel

Monument in Rome.

Photos Courtesy Of: Fabiana Lo Brutto

What’s The 411 On
Data?
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Vandalism At The Holocaust Educational

Center
By: Evelyn McCreery

Who Is The President
Of Venezuela?

By: Matthew Grinberg By: John Piszczatowski

Recently, Venezuela’s citizens
have  the  been  v ic t ims  of  many
problems. Hyperinflation and food
shor tages  have  been  b lamed on
President Nicolás Maduro. His socialist
policies, such as price-fixing, have sent
the economy into a free fall. His rule
has been blamed for the migration of
nearly five million people out of the
country in the last five years (BBC
2018).  In 2018, Maduro was up for re-
e lec t ion .  Oppos i t ion  formed in
response to his unpopularity. Maduro
however, used his unchecked power to
br ibe  people  to  vo te  fo r  h im by
threatening access to food. This flawed
system led to the re-election of Maduro,
but the opposition did not go away.

The people in Venezuela were
aware that Maduro would stay in power
one way or another. Living in an under-
resourced nation with a harsh dictator
caused the citizens to lose hope. They
started to accept the idea that political
freedom may never return to their home
country.  These feelings influenced
Juan Guaidó, an opposition leader, to
dec la re  h imse l f  the  p res iden t  o f
Venezuela. This unprecedented claim of
power was only the beginning of a long
power struggle. Over 50 countries,
inc lud ing  the  Uni ted  S ta tes ,  now
recognize Guaidó as the legitimate
pres iden t  o f  Venezue la .  Wi th
international support, it is starting to
look like change is possible. There is
however, one problem.

Despite legitimacy from foreign
nations, Juan Guaidó has little to no
political power within Venezuela. The
government  and  mi l i ta ry  a re  s t i l l
dominated by Maduro loyalists (BBC
2020). So far, nothing has made them
switch sides. These events have only
strengthened the large political divide
between Maduro and his  c i t izens .
Therefore,  with no clear ruler and
conditions that continue to worsen, one
has to wonder when and if this crisis
will end.

In  ear ly  December,  on  the
property of the Holocaust Educational
Center located in Glen Cove, New York,
police discovered Anti-Semitic graffiti
on a tree and rock near the close by
Welwyn nature preserve grounds. The
graffiti was in the form of a swastika, a
symbol that most recently represents
the Nazis during the Holocaust. The
center has been vandalized in the past,
but the recent Anti-Semitic nature of the
drawings, as well as their placement,
has  demonstra ted the  target ing of
Jewish people (Schneider).

The Glen Cove Police arrested
three suspects from Hicksville, one 14,
one 17, and one 19 on January 26th
(Reyes) in connection with the crime.
Police and local executives have no
tolerance towards Anti-Semitic and
discriminatory actions, and the police
department has produced a statement
regarding the incidents. The statement
reflects the disappointment felt by the
officials and the community in response
to the Anti-Semitic symbols. According
to the officials, the swastikas target and
clearly denote the hateful intentions of
the individuals that made the graffiti
(HMTC).

 The Holocaust Center is a non-
profit, small museum that disseminates
h i s to r ica l  in format ion  about  the
Holocaust. It also acts as a memorial
for those who were lost during this
historical period. It is a tremendous
source of information that many people
use to learn about the past. The Center
believes that it is disturbing that people
in the community are committing such
acts of hate, and wants more education
on the hateful meanings of the swastika
and other Anti-Semitic symbols. State
Sena te  o ff ica l  Todd  Kaminsky  i s
demanding new education programs
and legislation that mandate schools to
teach students about the Holocaust and
the hateful nature of the Nazis.

Kaminksy states that the Anti-
Semitism that was recently found in
Glen Cove is inexcusable, and that
around the world, Anti-Semitic attacks
are growing in frequency (Schneider).

An increasing number of hate crimes
have been reported across the United
States in the past few years, showing a
sudden spurt of Anti-Semitic actions.
In New York City alone, there were
approximetely 229 Anti-Semitic crimes
reported in 2019. That is an increase of
44 more crimes from 2018. An example
of  a  ha te  c r ime  tha t  occured  in
December 2019 was a “gun battle at a
kosher market in Jersey City, N.J.”
(Hassan). Other hate crimes reported
include graffiti of swastikas, property
vandalism and also violent verbal and
physical assaults.

Police, government officials
and community members are looking for
solutions to this problem and some
think that in order to resolve it, there
must be national action. In the past few
years, more of these attacks have been
reported which has led to awareness
about the issue. The Holocaust Center
is committed to education being a part
of the solution. The Center explained
tha t  i t s  vo lun teers  “commit
[themselves] to continuing to educate
young people and adults about the Holocaust
and these...symbols of hate” (HMTC). Our local
community and our national community must
be vigilant and engage in a serious education
campaign to stop these Anti-Semitic actions.

Sources:

Hassan, Adeel. “‘A Different Era’: Anti-
Semitic Crimes, and Efforts to Track Them, Climb.”
The New York Times, The New York Times, 3 Jan.
2020, www.nytimes.com/2020/01/03/us/anti-semitism-
hate-crimes.html.

https://www.hmtcli.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/12/Dec5GraffitiStatement.pdf.

Reyes, Ronny. “Police Arrest Three Teens
for Hate Graffiti.” Herald Community Newspapers,
30 Jan. 2020, www.liherald.com/stories/police-arrest-
three-teens-for-hate-graffiti,121936.

Schneider, Craig. “Police Probing 2
Swastikas, Other Graffiti at Holocaust Center.”
Newsday, Newsday, 6 Dec. 2019, www.newsday.com/
long-island/crime/graffiti-swastikas-holocaust-center-
glen-cove-1.39252721.

John Bolton is a man of many
positions; he is an American attorney,
polit ical commentator,  Republican
consultant and more. He has recently
been in the news though regarding his
upcoming book, The Room Where It
Happened, which is expected to be
released on May 12,  2020; i t  was
originally expected to be released on
March 17, 2020. This work spends quite
some time focusing on President Trump
and the Ukraine Aid Inquiries which
Bol ton  c la ims  involved  c r imina l
ac t iv i ty.  Bol ton  has  s ta ted  tha t
President Trump  held back money that
was meant to go to the Ukraine in
exchange for information. Bolton, who
was President Trump’s former National
Security Advisor, is claiming in his
book that Trump froze $391 million in
military aid to the Ukraine until officials
there helped with investigations into
Democrats, including the Bidens.

  Despite the fact that John
Bolton has been an important figure for
a number of years, he only recently has
been in the spotlight again because of
this  book.  His manuscript  is  very
cont rovers ia l  and  i s  rea l ly  be ing
scrutinized by the White House. There
have been many talks in the White
House about this manuscript and how
this  book cannot  be  publ ished as
Bolton has currently written it since it
contains some classified information
that cannot be released to the public.
Hence, this is one big reason why the
release date is being pushed back.
While Bolton “submitted the book to
the White House for pre-publication
review of any classified information”,
The New York Times stated “‘multiple
people’ described the manuscript” as
need ing  ed i t s  before  i t  cou ld  be
released. However, Bolton really did
not feel he revealed any classified
information. This was just meant to be
a  s tandard  rev iew process  fo r
administration officials who write
books.  Clearly though, the White
House did not like what it read and
many there have been saying that John
Bolton is simply a disgruntled former
employee who is seeking retribution.

Sources:
https://thehill.com/homenews/

media/480030-title-release-date-revealed-for-
bolton-memoir.

https://www.foxnews.com/media/
bolton-manuscript-leak-to-n-y-times-creates-
uproar\.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/
26/us /pol i t ics / trump-bol ton-book-
ukraine.html\.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/white-
house-says-john-boltons-manuscript-cant-be-
published-as-is-11580332992.

A Book That May Never
Reach The Shelves

We Can’t
Wait To See
All Of You

Vikings
Again Soon!
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By: Kyra McCreery

How Brexit Will Hinder Global Climate Change Action
On January 31st, 2020, the U.K.

formally exited the European Union, a move that
had been in the works since June 2016, when
52% of British citizens voted in favor of  British
withdrawal from the EU. The long-awaited
political disruption has been the subject of
significant attention in the press, with experts in
a variety of fields projecting the impacts of the
decision on the global trade market, European
government relations, key British industries, and
more. Brexit will indisputably trigger a ripple of
effects across the entire globe, as the U.K. is a
prominent global player in practically every
economic sector and an important keystone of
international diplomacy.

  As the world braces for the advent of
the Brexit era, climate experts and economists
alike warn that the EU’s ambitious climate change
policy could potentially be stifled by the dramatic
shift in the EU’s political landscape.
Environmental groups have commended the
British government for its commitment to climate
justice, praising the nation for its endorsement
of  key climate pacts such as the Paris Agreement
and the Climate Change Act. Now, the
unprecedented impact of Brexit threatens to
jeopardize the impressive measures enacted by
the U.K. Parliament and send other EU-member
states that are already hesitant on environmental
policy into complete climate relapse.

     In the past year, the galvanizing
climate change movement spurred on by the rise
of weekly school strikes, outspoken activists like
16-year old Greta Thunberg, and alarming new
literature published by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change has catapulted climate
change to the forefront of the public’s attention.

Yet, despite the pervasiveness of climate change
activism and a growing global awareness of the
dangers of atmospheric warming, political action
in response has been comparatively quite limited.

   In a number of recent studies, experts
link the stalled international political response to
public pressure on climate change directly to the
distracting Brexit crisis. Professor Charlotte
Burns, an expert on Brexit and environmental
policy from the University of Sheffield, comments
on Brexit’s potentially destructive impacts on the
fight against climate change, “The UK and EU
should be working together to meet the goals
laid out in the Paris Agreement and set out
roadmaps to achieve net-zero carbon emissions
across the continent by 2050. But Brexit has
created uncertainty and raised the risk that the
climate crisis will be pushed off the political
agenda at this critical moment” (The
Independent). British politicians and other global
leaders have been consumed with negotiations
regarding the terms of the Brexit arrangement,
diverting attention away from arguably more
pressing matters.

    EU leaders convene four times per
year in Brussels to discuss EU diplomacy, and at
the latest Brussels summits in October 2019,
politicians planned to discuss the global initiative
to decarbonize the EU before 2050. However, the
prolonged discussion of Brexit negotiations
precluded any mention of the climate agreement,
tabling progress on that front. The next Brexit
summit in Brussels occurred in mid-December of
2019, but the dates of these talks coincided with
a critical climate summit typically attended by
leaders across the globe – the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change

(UNFCCC) held in Santiago, Chile. EU leaders
failed to contribute substantially to the UN
Santiago summit, representing yet another
climate failure connected in some capacity to
Brexit. “It feels like we can’t make any progress
on climate change until Brexit is resolved
one way or the other – it’s an infuriating
distraction,” stated an EU official that
asked to remain anonymous (The
Independent).

  Clearly, the Brexit debacle has
hindered any tangible climate progress in
the months preceding the date of Britain’s
official leave, but how will the new
political arrangement impact global
climate change initiatives in the long-run?
Experts stipulate that the most probably
long-term climate repercussion of Brexit
is the breakdown of climate relations
between the U.K. and Eastern European
nations such as Poland, Hungary, and the
Czech Republic. Polish and Hungarian
polit ics have become increasingly
dominated by right-wing populist
governments, and both countries have
resisted the ambitious climate aims
proposed by other EU states like the U.K.
and France.

   In June 2019, Hungary, Poland,
and the Czech Republic blocked an EU
climate target aimed at reaching the zero
net-emissions goal by 2050, a move
criticized by a myriad of environmental
groups and environmentally-focused EU
politicians. With Brexit now likely to
inflame economic tensions between
Britain and Eastern European states, any

pre-existing support for climate initiatives
in these conservative Eastern European
nations will likely be eroded.

 The future of climate change
policy in Britain itself adds another layer
of complexity to the potential turmoil. The
U.K. has pledged to continue to adhere to
all of the carbon guidelines stipulated in
the net-zero emissions EU plan in the
coming decades, but a legal framework to
enforce this protocol in the U.K. will no
longer exist. “Hollow words can’t rebuild
a house flattened in a mudslide or repay a
farmer who’s lost their harvest due to
draught,” stated Greenpeace EU climate
policy advisor Sebastian Mang in
response to this announcement.
Regardless of the exact consequences of
Brexit for global climate policy, it is
indisputable that the political shift will
trigger climate reverberations across the
globe.
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By: Kerin Krasnoff
There  is no debate that we are entering an

era in which our actions are beginning to have
consequences on the environment. According to
NASA, even if we stop emitting greenhouse gases
into the atmosphere today, “global warming would
continue to happen for at least several more decades,
if not centuries”. Yet, ever since Trump took office
back in 2017, his environmental policies have not
highlighted the climate change crisis that the world is
facing. For example, in 2017 Trump dropped out of
the Paris Climate Agreement which encourages world
leaders to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.
In early January of 2020, the Trump administration
proposed changes to the foundation of environmental
law in the United States, modifying how the
government would implement the fifty-year-old
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Currently, the
mission of NEPA is to protect the environment and
citizens by examining the extent of environmental
impact from certain projects. Nevertheless, if these
changes are approved, it will pose a grave threat to
the environment and set the United States up to deal
with long-term consequences. This begs the question:
how will the government react in regard to the new
environmental policy when climate change becomes
more disastrous and irreversible, and really begins to
impact citizens?

The Trump administration plans to
remove any mention of climate change impact in
environmental reports, stating that the “analysis of
cumulative effects is not required”. Currently under
the NEPA, agencies are required to create
environmental impact reports which takes an average
of 70 months to be approved (American Action
Forum). Now with the proposed changes, agencies
are no longer required to consider any future climate
impacts. According to Michael Gerrard, director of
Columbia University’s Sabin Center for Climate
Change Law, this new policy will lead to “more
pipelines and other projects” in a shorter amount of
time which will increase greenhouse gas emissions,
especially in small, poor communities. According to
The Hill, minority and low income communities are
more likely to live near hazardous waste sites since
pollution industries tend to take advantage of the
cheaper land. To make matters worse, industries will
also be allowed to ignore the many “polluting
industries that have already set up shop nearby poor
or minority neighborhoods” which will overall worsen
public health, making the air and water quality more
exposed to polluting toxins (The Hill).

Furthermore, the proposal also aims to
ignore public comments on the environmental impact
of future projects. Since 2017, climate change activists

have been successful in holding the Trump
administration accountable in court for ignoring
environmental laws. For example, the Trump
administration has lost 12 times in court thanks to
environmental groups violating the NEPA. According
to E&E News, with the proposed changes, the
Trump administration aims to “make its limited
approach to measuring a project’s climate impacts
harder to challenge in court, and to make it harder for
future presidents to pick up where Obama left off”.
The proposal creates loopholes within the NEPA
that would require citizens to “list any and all possible
impacts of a proposed project” if they “want to
have any grounds of recourse once an environmental
review has been completed” in a specific, timely
matter. (Center for American Progress). In the
proposal it states that the Council on Environmental
Quality “proposes to provide that comments not
timely raised and information not provided shall be
deemed unexhausted and forfeited.” According to
Stephen Schima, a NEPA attorney for Earthjustice,
the changes are aiming to “deprive local communities
[of] the most widespread mechanism of citizen
involvement in government.”  As stated by the NEPA,
the main goal of the act is to ensure that “each person
should enjoy a healthful environment and to show
that each person has a responsibility to contribute
to the preservation and enhancement of the
environment”. Now, the Trump administration plans
to make it easier for industries to demolish vulnerable
communities by putting the burden of climate change
on ordinary citizens who would no longer have a
say.

Overall, the anti-environmental stance
that the Trump administration has taken is
destructive to the environment. Although it is argued
that this proposal will allow for “greater employment
and reduced annual incomes,” in the long run,
sacrificing our environment and the livelihood of
citizens is not the right decision (The White House).
Currently, the proposal is not officially set in stone,
but the Council on Environmental Quality released
the pages of revisions, giving the public 60 days to
propose on the rule. A final regulation is then expected
right before the presidential election in
November. For now, it is important that people
speak out about the irreversible consequences
the proposal will  have on the
environment before it is too late. If the
proposal is approved, we are setting
ourselves up to be unprepared to take
necessary action when climate change
becomes an increasingly grave threat.

 It seems as if only weeks have passed
since the last wildfire in the Amazon took over our
social media accounts spreading concern and panic
all over the world.  However, the Amazon wildfires
have become old news, as Australia has become
the next victim of the exponential rise of wildfires
worldwide (Union of Concerned Scientist).  Social
media influencers and users will be the first to confirm
the panic that occurred after news of the wildfire
first hit. Many posts of Koalas and animals alike
being severely injured or burning to death due to
the rapid spread of the Australian Wildfires were
evident on social media. These images and videos
showed viewers the severe impact of wildfires, but
many have begun to wonder why has the number
of wildfires grown exponentially? The answer is
climate change.

It is common to hear the phrase “the Earth
is burning up” when discussing climate change.
But, never was it thought to be so literal as in the
case of the Australian wildfires. Climate change has
resulted in abnormal weather patterns, making the
typical dry and hot season in Australia even more
drastic by increasing the temperature and periods
of droughts (Time). “Climate scientists warn that
the scale and devastation of the wildfires are
examples of the way climate change can intensify
natural disaster” (Time).

While climate change may not be the soul
factor behind the lost human and animal lives
resulting from wildfires, it remains a major factor. If
wildfires lasted weeks instead of months, a billion
animals may not have died in Australia (New York
Times). If the weather wasn’t as extreme, the area
the fire encompassed may have decreased, and two
dozen people may not have died, six people may
not be missing, and countless others may not have
been injured or harmed (The Guardian).

  Australia will undoubtedly face wildfires
again, but each time the conditions will become
more severe. The fire season in Australia, which
usually starts in January, started four months earlier
this year, and scientists believe that by the end of
the century, deadly blazes such as these will become
three times as common (Science News). The effects
of one large wildfire in any country are enormous,
but fires like the ones Australia is currently facing
three times per year will undoubtedly have effects
that cannot be undone.

    The effects of climate change on
wildfires most directly comes from the change in
temperature of the oceans. The Indian Ocean has
positive, negative, and neutral phases depending
on whether or not the water is warmer than average
in the eastern or western half of the Indian Ocean.
The more extreme the temperature difference, the
harsher the results. When there was a strong
positive, there was a drastic increase in the
number of fires that occurred in Australia.
(Science News). The more extreme the water
temperatures become as a result of climate change,
the more extreme the weather in Australia will be.

Needless to say, reform/policy
change has to occur. Waiting to act until
an event like the Australian wildfires
happens is not realistic to effect change.
Although, donating afterwards does in
fact help those affected; it does nothing
though to prevent the next fire from
hitting a different country or Australia
again. Change needs to be implemented
now to help create solutions to climate
change and try to normalize weather
patterns. Actions need to be taken to
improve the technology that is available
to fight the tremendous fires that have
begun to plague the world. Waiting for
disaster is a short-term solution to a
long-term problem. The push needs to
be made to be proactive and not reactive
to help make real progress that has
longevity.
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By: Giuliana Graziosi

Trump Leads The U.S. Into The Worst
Environmental Decision

Earth On Fire

The current political climate of Hong
Kong has captured the world’s attention.
Protests numbering in the hundreds of
thousands have caused a media storm as many
wonder when the demonstrations will end.
However, it is important to know why and how
these protests began before taking any sides.
Hong Kong and China have a complex history,
which can be traced all the way back to the
Opium Wars.

 English merchants had long desired
to access China’s rich and diverse markets, but
struggled to make any headway into the nation.
It was only until the introduction of opium to
Chinese ports that the English found profit. As
the number of opium addicts increased
exponentially, Chinese officials demanded that
the opium trade cease operation, and whatever
opium was still in the country was disposed of.
The English viewed this as destruction of their
property, and the situation soon escalated into
full armed conflict. Given their superior
technology and firepower, English forces
overwhelmed the Chinese defense and under

the Treaty of Nanking, Hong Kong was given
to the English. Later in 1898, Hong Kong’s
borders were expanded while a lease of 99 years
was placed on the colony. Nearly a century
later, Hong Kong was partially given over to
China as a semi-autonomous region in 1997
under the Sino-British Joint Declaration of 1984.

The Declaration preserved many
western freedoms, including freedom of speech,
assembly and the press. Authoritative mainland
China does not allow its citizens these rights.
This has created legislative and cultural conflicts
between Hong Kong and mainland China, and
following the handover in 1997, many wondered
if these freedoms would be preserved. Currently,
Hong Kong and China operate in conjunction
with one another. For example, while the
Declaration entitles Hong Kong to “a high
degree of autonomy,” all “foreign and defense
affairs… are the responsibility of the Central
People’s Government.” It is important to note
that after 50 years (1997 to 2047) Hong Kong is
scheduled to become fully incorporated into
China, potentially losing the freedoms given to

it under the Declaration.
 The recent protests erupted over an

extradition bill. Such legislation would allow Hong
Kong citizens who committed a crime in another
country to be tried for their actions in that foreign
country. Hong Kong resident Chan Tong-kai
murdered his girlfriend Poon Hiu-wing while in
Taiwan, but Hong Kong and Taiwan lacked an
extradition agreement. Therefore, new legislation
was proposed to allow for the transport and trial of
suspects to both Taiwan and mainland China.
Many within Hong Kong viewed this as China
vying for control over its legal system, and soon
after, massive demonstrations began. The
protestors had five key demands: the withdrawal of
the extradition bill, the release of all protestors, the
resignation of Chief Executive of Hong Kong Carrie
Lam, action against police brutality and the deletion
of all official statements referring to the
demonstrations as riots. While the bill was eventually
withdrawn on the 23rd of October 2019, the other
four demands have not been met. As a result,
violence between police and Hong Kong citizens
have escalated as the protests continue into 2020.

    With the conflict in Hong Kong
plastered across the screens of millions, it has
become easy to succumb to propaganda and
false information on both sides. Before drawing
conclusions, it is vital that the legal, cultural, and
historical factors influencing these recent
demonstrations be considered, as this is a complex
matter of foreign policy. Hong Kong’s unique
situation places it at the crossroads between
western and eastern powers, and whatever occurs
as a result of the recent protests will have
repercussions reaching far into the future.
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Taking a Historical Perspective With Regard To The Hong Kong Protests
By: Jackson Best
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By: Will Winchester

As a member of Generation Z, I
have come to know well the zeitgeist of
our generation. Like my peers, I too
worry about the inexorable debt I may
have from copious student loans, the
pernicious impact previous generations
have had on our environment, and the
uncertainty rattling a generation poised
to inherit a myriad of problems it did not
create. Though, unlike my peers, I am
not ready to elide “Ok Boomer.” Sure, I
have great disdain for the deleterious
impact that my grandparents had on our
planet; however, instead of muttering a
dismissive “ok” to the generat ions
preceding me, I have chosen to support
a candidate of that very generation,  one
who promises to cure our society of her
generation’s pejorative acts: Elizabeth
Warren.
     There are three simple yet
profound reasons why I have chosen to
support Elizabeth Warren. Warren has a
plan for everything, including for when
her proposed legislation fails to pass a
McConnel controlled Senate. Warren is
the most electable candidate, and, as per
her slogan, Warren promises to dream
big and fight hard in a time where “no”
and “never” have become omnipresent
in our parlance. 
     While Warren’s democrtic rivals
have touted their policy ideas regarding
the  bread and but ter  i ssues  of  the
democr t ic  p r imary,  Warren  has
published hers. As a former Harvard
professor, Warren has authored and co-
authored more than fourteen books. She
has  wr i t t en  a t  l eng th  about  the
cor rup t ion  in  Washing ton  and  in
America’s multinational corporations.
Not only has Warren had the temerity
to  speak  out  aga ins t  these  a l l  too
powerful corporations, but she has also
fought against them. In July of 2007,
Warren  proposed  the  Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, which
since 2011 has returned over eleven
billion dollars to American consumers.
Along with Warren’s various plans to
combat everything from Climate Change
to Gun Reform, Warren has agreed to
compromise—a step integral in not only
the passage of her proposed legislation,
but its execution as well.
     An Okie born and raised—
Elizabeth Warren has told the story time
and time again of rags to riches. How in
the wake of family tragedy, her mother
put on her best dress and marched to
the local Sears, getting a minimum wage
job answering telephones to support
Warren’s family. Despite the virulent and

occasional vitriolic attacks for being
too liberal, Warren was a registered
Republican until 1995. In colloquy with
voters, Warren frequently discusses
how her  two Republ ican brothers
support Medicare for all and a myriad
of policy Republicans have dismissed
as being too far left. Warren, however,
is not merely electable due to her ability
to work across party lines, assimilate
with voters, and get stuff done. No,
Warren’s jaunty disposition is proof of
her ability to lead the country despite
her increasing age.
     Malcom Glawell’s  number one
rule of life is simple: be disagreeable
when you need to be—do what’s right
even when it doesn’t augur well in the
public sphere. Warren promises to fight
in  a  soc ie ty  tha t  has  embraced
sentiments based on the prospect that
Medicare for  All  wil l  never  pass.
Warren promises to fight the good fight
even  when  her  co l leagues ,  bo th
Democrats and Republicans subject her
to umpteen polemics. If we continue to
elide that “now is not the time” or
“Medicare for All is too ambitious,” we
will find ourselves out of options—
trapped in a distraught world beyond
repair. For the sake of brevity, I will not
detail all of the fights that Warren is
poised to endure, but I can, however,
make one thing certan: she will fight
for us. It is as John Lewis, a prominent
figure in the Civil Rights Movement
and Democrtic Representative, once
remarked: “Now is the time to get in
the way. We will be silent no more. The
time for silence is over.” 
    Last August, at a town hall in
New Hampshire, I got the chance to
meet Elizabeth Warren. At that point, I
had still only known Warren as the
Pocahontas candidate, never thinking
about her potential as a 2020 nominee.
I t  wasn’ t  un t i l  a f te r  l i s t en ing  to
Warren’s assiduously crafted speech
that I was convinced. The sun was
scorching and the heat draconic, yet
my eyes and ears were transfixed by
both her story and ability to orate.
Watching Warren use the techniques
so many of us spend our lives trying
to master convinced me that Warren
was not old at all. She could run around
the stage, take selfies, and tell stories,
all without the threat of non sequiturs
or  s tumbles ,  un l ike  her  fe l low
septuagenarian candidates.

 I am truly a fan of Elizabeth
Warren.

Why I Support Elizabeth Warren

2020 not only marks the beginning of
a new decade, but the 100th anniversary of the
passage of the 19th Amendment, which granted
women the right to vote in the United States.
The 19th Amendment was an extremely important
step in the journey towards equal rights for all
women. Ending almost a century’s worth of
protest against patriarchal society in the United
States, the passage of the 19th Amendment
seemingly granted women’s rights activists their
ultimate goal: the ability to vote. Nevertheless,
the ability to vote was not truly the ultimate goal
that women wished to obtain- women’s suffrage
was not an end in itself. The attainment of
women’s suffrage symbolized only the
beginning of a movement gaining its strength to
combat society’s rigid gender roles.

  In July of 1848, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and Lucirietta Mott organized the Seneca
Falls women’s convention in New York. This was
the first formal convention surrounding women’s
rights within the social, political, and religious
atmosphere of American life. Following the
Seneca Falls convention, the right to vote was at
the forefront of the women’s rights movement.
Women recognized the fact that they could not
be involved in politics if they did not even have
the ability to vote for who was in office. Thus,
the women’s suffrage movement began to
rapidly increase its following. Women’s rights
activists raised public awareness of the issue,
gaining support and pushing forth their
movement. In 1869, Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton founded the National
Woman Suffrage Association, which coordinated
the national suffrage movement in the 19th
century. In the 20th century, the National
American Woman Suffrage Association
(NAWSA) was created under the leadership of
Carrie Chapman Catt. The National American
Woman Suffrage Association was an
organization that led the campaign for women’s
suffrage. Gaining over a million followers, the
organization lobbied the government to enact a
law granting women’s suffrage. Another major
organization campaigning for women’s suffrage
was the National Woman’s Party (NWP). Under
the leadership of Alice Paul, the group took more
radical actions to advocate for its rights. With
the combined efforts of these two groups, and
the early women’s rights activists, the United
States’ government finally granted women the
right to vote.

   Between 1917 and the early 1960s,
two world wars occurred. In between this period,
women joined the workforce to fill jobs that men
left vacant. Although initially introduced into the
workforce as a result of this, many women began
to feel as though working filled an empty void
within them. The famous “Rosie the Riveter”
image reflected the strength of thousands of
women entering the workforce to fill-in for their
husbands. Nevertheless, in the aftermath of
World War II, the traditional idea that a woman’s
role in society was to be a wife and bear children
was once again popularized in society.
Discontent with this common belief regarding
womanhood and their unequal social and
economic status in relation to men, women once
again began to work together for change.

 Although the passage of the 19th
Amendment is considered to be the most
significant achievement of the progressive era, it
was most-definitely not the end of the fight for
equal rights. The first wave of feminism mostly
focused on issues of women’s suffrage, but the
second wave of feminism mostly discussed
issues on a broader spectrum, including social
equality, sexuality, reproductive rights, and legal

inequalities. Beginning around the 1960s, the
movement for second wave feminism began to
emerge and grow at a rapid rate. Influenced by
the civil rights movement of the time, women of
all ages once again fought for equality within
American society. As civil rights groups
advocated for their rights, a climate of protest
became increasingly more present in society. In
fact, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited
discrimination in the workplace on the basis of
sex along with race, color, national origin, and
religion.

Progress made by the second wave
feminist movement in the later half of the 20th
century included: the Equal Pay Act of 1964
(which aimed to abolish wage disparity based
on gender in the workplace), the introduction of
birth control in 1960 (which allowed women to
prevent pregnancies and have greater control
over their bodies), the creation of the National
Organization for women, the innaguration of
women into high political offices, and a growing
presence of women in education. The struggle
for women’s equality was ultimately successful
at achieving equality for women in the workforce;
at the end of the twentieth century, women were
able to choose whether to uphold a domestic
role, a professional role, or a domestic-
professional role. Women became involved in all
aspects of life that had once been ruled by men,
and American society overall became more
accepting of women and their role as equals.

  In today’s society, women continue
to advocate for their unconditional rights and to
assert their power. In 2016, Hillary Clinton was
the leading Democratic candidate in the U.S.
presidential election, giving hope to women who
were aspiring towards political involvement
nationwide. In January of 2017, more than 5
million people marched worldwide in over 80
countries. It was the largest single-day protest in
U.S. history. This march took place the day after
Donald Trump was inaugurated into office in
order to protest his anti-woman statements.
Personally, as a participant of the women’s march
on Washington, I could truly feel the sense of
community that existed between women. It was
a truly surreal experience that I will never forget.
Later on in 2017, the MeToo movement spread
rapidly to empower women to voice their stories
of sexual assault, and to show others that
survivors exist.

  Without women’s suffrage, females
would be unable to actively have a voice in
American politics. Without the strength of
women to collaborate and advocate for
their rights, gender-equality would not
exist. Women in American society have
fought for almost two centuries to gain a
sense of power in society, and they
continue to fight each day for social
justice. Thus, we must commemorate the
100th anniversary of women’s suffrage,
celebrating women’s activists for their
bravery and devotion in maneuvering
change that will continue to affect women
for centuries to come.

Sources:

“The  Woman Suf f rage
Movement.” National Women’s History
Museum,  www.womenshis tory.org/
resources/general/woman-suffrage-
movement.

“Woman Suf frage Timel ine
(1840-1920).” History of U.S. Women’s
Suffrage, www.crusadeforthevote.org/
woman-suffrage-timeline-18401920.

By: Sophie Rosencrans
Women: The Catalysts For Change



March 2020

8 OPINIONS/FEATURES

By: Nora Lewis By: Kyra McCreery
North Shore IB diploma candidates

continue to excel in academics, community
outreach, and extracurriculars, and senior IB
student Jia Wei Hao is no exception. This quarter,
I sat down with Hao to talk about his commitment
to CAS, advice for handling the rigorous IB
diploma experience, and general thoughts about
the value of IB in shaping his future and
perspective. In June 2019, Hao conceptualized
and then carried out his CAS project – hosting a
frisbee tournament that was open to the entirety
of the North Shore student body in order to raise
funds for the Red Cross.

The CAS project is an important step
in the IB process, involving a sustained
commitment to one or more facets of CAS - the IB
diploma program requirement that stands for
“Creativity, Action, Service”. During our
discussion, Hao recounted that as a member of
the track team in his early years of high school,
he’d often participate in informal frisbee
tournaments after practice. A few years later, this
experience sparked Hao’s imagination while
devising a CAS project, and his frisbee fundraiser
was born. Hao’s CAS project ultimately raised
$160 for the Red Cross and encouraged much of
his school community to engage with peers and
connect at a fun event.

Beyond his CAS project, Hao is heavily
involved in a multitude of other extracurricular
activities that qualify for CAS. As a STEM-
focused student, Hao offers math tutoring
services to younger students and serves as the
co-president of Mu Alpha Theta Math Honors
Society. He also fulfills the “Activity” component
of CAS by regularly going to the gym and
working on his physical fitness.

When asked to reflect on the value of
his CAS experience, Hao emphasized the
importance of community involvement,
explaining that CAS has encouraged him to
engage more with his local community and
actively seek out opportunities to effect change
on local and global scales. Hao also commented
that CAS has enabled him to find his niche and
become involved in special programs and
opportunities tailored to his interests. After
identifying mathematics as one of his favorite
subjects, Hao was motivated by CAS to join  math-
related extracurriculars and demonstrate his
commitment to math through leadership positions.
Finally, Hao believes that CAS is integral for the
development of collaborative and communicative
skills.

Hao stressed the importance of time
management in effectively managing the demands
of both CAS and a rigorous IB curriculum as an
IB student. “It’s necessary to find a balance
between studying for IB and completing CAS,”
states Hao. He advises juniors in particular to be
proactive about IB deadlines, noting that
“studying for IB junior year is very intensive”.
As he prepares for college and beyond, Hao
attributes much of his success to the multifaceted
nature of the IB program, expressing his
appreciation to the CAS experience for instilling
in him important community values and a sense
of personal responsibility to service.

CAS Spotlight:
Jia Wei Hao

For close to two months, massive
wildfires burned throughout Australia, mainly
due to the hot and dry weather there and climate
change, possibly making everything worse.
Even with the help of all of the Australian fire
departments and reinforcements from other
countries, like the U.S., nothing was working to
extinguish them.  The fires not only caused
families to evacuate, but they were also a serious
threat to some of the wildlife that is unique to
Australia. Koalas are coming in at the top of the
endangered list.

 Around the world, koalas are
synonymous with Australia.  When thinking of
Australia, people first picture the adorable koala
bears.  They are a favorite around the world
because they are so cute and peaceful.
Australia’s forests provide many eucalyptus

trees for koalas.  Eucalyptus trees are only native
to Australia and found in small sections in other
locations around the world.  Koalas are one of
the only mammals to be able to survive by eating
the leaves.  “Koalas live in eastern Australia,
where the eucalyptus trees they love are most
plentiful. In fact, they rarely leave these trees,
and their sharp claws and opposable digits
easily keep them aloft. During the day they doze,
tucked into forks or nooks in the trees, sleeping
for up to 18 hours”(National Geographic).
Koalas live and depend on the resources that
these forests provide for them.  Since these types
of trees and forests are so specific to Australia,
they can’t get this anywhere else. .

Because the wildfires got so big and
the firefighters were not able to quickly stop
them, it’s gotten even harder to maintain forests.

Since koalas are slow moving animals, they did not
have enough time to climb to safety, especially
since they were not  prepared for the fires. As a
result, these helpless creatures found themselves
trapped in the massive flames and their only home
and food source got destroyed. “Almost a third of
koalas in NSW(New South Wales) may have been
killed in the fires, and a third of their habitat has
been destroyed”(Yeung CNN).

In an effort to prevent any further
destruction to the koalas, many wildlife charities
that are based in Australia are spreading the word
and trying to help these poor creatures. Even here
in America they are making it easy to donate
money and supplies to this conservation
effort.  Hopefully, the more attention this
matter gets, the better the possibility of
saving the koalas becomes.

By: Jessica Lillis
Koala Care

As January began, social media
sites were flooded with posts claiming,
“new year; new me”. While it’s common to
claim that the new year will be filled with
self-improvement, the reality is that less
than 25% of people stay committed to their
resolutions after just 30 days, and only 8%
accomplish them (Prossack). The most
common hopes are improved fitness/health
and romantic growth; unfortunately both
of these are difficult to accomplish. 

Companies have transformed the
celebration of New Year’s, a once
meaningful event, in to a way to generate a
profit. Companies financially gain the most
from failed resolutions; resolving to get fit
often means buying a gym membership or
some exercise equipment. While gyms sell
large amounts of memberships, often,
members don’t actively use their gym.
Gyms-on the larger scale-have a capacity
for about 300 people at any one time, but
their member ranks usually exceed 6,000
(Dishman). Gyms sell such large amounts
of membership passes because they rely
on the idea that  the memberships
purchased at the start of each year will
go unused, and so they don’t have to
limit their sales. The fitness industry
is not the only one that benefits off of
o ther ’s  fa i l ed  a t t empts  fo r  se l f -
improvement.

      While many people rush
out and buy gym memberships and at-
home fitness equipment in order to
improve their well-being, others make
purchases that they hope will help
them quit smoking and improve their
love life. At the beginning of each year,
many smokers decide they want to quit
and rush out to buy patches, vape
pens, and nicotine gum, while those
resolving to find love subscribe to
major dating websites. The popular
dating website, match.com, declared
the first Sunday of the new year “Dating
Sunday,” because of the sudden spike in
members that are active on the site.
Tinder, an equally popular matchmaking
site, reported that an additional 18 million
matches were made last year on “Dating
Sunday,” than any other day that year. 

  Despite the modern day
economic motivations, New Year’s was
once a religious tradition.  The idea of
bettering one’s life has been ingrained in

our culture for 4,000 years, dating back to
the Babylonians, who kicked off their new
year with a 12 day religious festival
(Dishman). During this festival, Babylonians
crowned a new king or renewed their vows
of devotion to the sitting ruler. This event
was also an opportunity for people to repay
their debts and return borrowed goods in
order to maintain a favorable relationship
with their gods. This tradition began with
the Babylonians, and morphed into a
slightly different event that took place at a
dramatically different time of the year.
Modern day celebrations take place in
January, while this honored event took
place during the Spring. 

  The shift from Spring to January
is due to the beliefs of the Romans. There
are several theories as to why the Romans
altered the time of the celebration. A largely
accepted possibility was that the date was
moved to fit with the Roman’s mythological
beliefs. The month of January is named after
the god Janus; Janus’s most noticeable
characteristic is that he has two faces.
Janus’s two faces are believed to be
symbolically looking into both the past and
the future and wield such power that the
Romans made sacrifices with promises to
be good during the year ahead (Dishman).
Janus’s relation to time made him the perfect
fit for the new year and so, January seemed
the appropriate t ime to hold such
festivities. 

  Affirming this idea that the new
year was a time to remake oneself into
something better,  the Christians
encouraged one another to use January as
a time to reflect on past mistakes and vow
to change bad behaviors. 

While resolutions often fail, there
are ways to increase one’s chances of suc-
cess. Creating realistic goals, rather than
trying to change one’s life completely in
one month, will make said goals seem less
overwhelming. An additional tip is making
these goals for the new year very specific,
formatted like a plan so you won’t get lost
and will be able to begin quickly working.
People who consider these strategies and
are willing to dedicate themselves to self-
improvement will be able to successfully
participate in this time-honored tradition,
rather than giving up and disappointing the
gods that are rumored to be in control of
the holiday. 

By: Lauren Hagen

New Year...Not So New Me
When one hears the word marriage,

most often ideas of love, family, and commitment
come to mind. But what about slavery? For some
lovebirds, this dark chapter of American history
lurks in the background of their special day.

  Plantations have long been popular
settings for weddings, with many drawn to the
“Southern charm” of these large, Spanish-moss
draped mansions dotting the Southern United
States. But as of recently, several high-profile
wedding businesses and social media platforms,
such as The Knot and Pinterest, have pledged
to stop promoting these locations. The
companies cite reasons of racial insensitivity for
their actions, with a Pinterest representative
explaining to NBC News that, “weddings should
be a symbol of love and unity. Plantations
represent none of those things.”

Very often, plantations advertise for
events online, but fail to mention the shameful
context of their properties. These estates were
once places of suffering for enslaved African-
Americans, and many see a problem with this
willful ignorance to the horrors entrenched in
the history of plantations. Despite these qualms,
businesses continue to rake in money from
couples that are more concerned with the
aesthetic value of plantations than their moral
implications.

But how exactly can the
romanticization of these venues be stopped? A
civil rights advocate group called Color of
Change is trying to answer this question. The
organization reached out to The Knot and
Pinterest, hoping to convince the brands to
impose guidelines that would limit the advertising
of plantation weddings on their sites. Eventually,
both companies agreed to put new regulations
in place. It will now be much harder to search,
find listings and photo inspiration from plantations
on Pinterest. This content will also be limited on The
Knot, a wedding planning website. Additionally, it
will be much more difficult for plantations to change
their categorizations to “mansions” on the site in an
attempt to avoid the harsher restrictions set on
plantation wedding content. They’re small steps, but
they’re helping move towards a larger change.

What really needs to be altered is wedding
culture. It’s easy to get hung up on the image of a
“fairytale wedding” when the idea is so greatly
proliferated on social media. But where one makes
these dreams a reality requires extra introspection.
Financially supporting plantations only perpetuates
their toxic role in history, allowing these businesses to
disregard their tumultuous pasts in favor of profit.
The power lies in the hands of consumers to make
smart decisions about where they use their money
before saying “ I do”.

The Real Dangers Of
Plantation Weddings



March 2020

                   ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 9

By: Jamie Holzmann By: Isabella Fuentes
Oscar season came and went

and the 2020 “Oscar buzz” was at its
peak. This was the time when the known
and unknown who helped to get  a
movie  made  th i s  pas t  year  were
acknowledged. Out of the five movies
that  were  up for  the  Best  Pic ture
nomination, here are my “top three”
that are definitely worth “the watch”.
1. Joker:
The third Joker movie to make its way
to theaters across the world left director
Todd Phillips facing a major challenge
which involved creating a storyline that
s tood  ou t  f rom the  o thers  and
integrated some crucial information
from the original Batman series, while
a l so  deve lop ing  a  charac te r  tha t
changes the persona of who people
know as “Joker”. The film takes a deep
dive into the evil mind of Arthur Fleck,
played by Joaquin Phoenix. Mr. Fleck
is a man who is heavily overpowered
by the lingering mental trauma brought
to him by his abusive childhood. The
hostile mood of the film is displayed
through the garbage filled, gloomy
setting of Gotham. At first, Arthur Fleck
is seen as a lonely, grief-filled character;
however, it soon becomes clear that his
demeanor is a cover-up for his disturbed
persona. He has personality traits and
social skills that are similar to those of
a serial killer. One example is Phoenix’s
well-known “Joker laugh” which he
acknowledges is a coping mechanism
for his lack of ability to comprehend
emotion. His violent tendencies allow
him to  go  aga ins t  anyone  who
cha l lenges  h i s  v iew of  soc ie ty.
Phoenix’s physical transformation,
such as his emaciated body, puts the
viewer into a place of uneasiness; it’s
almost like watching a slow motion car
wreck. The descent into madness is
almost understandable. After viewing
the brutality that Arthur Fleck was
exposed to during his life, the line that
separates good and evil is overturned
from beginning to end. Filled with
uncomfortable truths about society
within its somewhat disturbing plot,
every emotion can strongly be felt
throughout this movie.
2. Little Women:
Nominated for Best Picture and directed
by Greta Gerwig, the classic story of the
March sisters is portrayed by a brilliant
group  of  young ,  popula r  ac tors
including Timothee Chalemet, Saoirse
Ronan,  Florence Pugh,  and Emma
Watson. Flashbacks feature scenes that
are based off of the original Little
Women s to ry,  dep ic t ing  the
transformation of the sisters after their
years of living together while waiting
for their father to come home from war,
juxtaposed with scenes seven years
later. Even through poverty and at all
times having a full house, the sisters
manage to get by with one another’s
love. Many families in the town are
drawn to the synergy of the March
family. There are plenty of romantic
indulgences, along with the tragic story
of  the i r  s i s te r  Be th’s  i l lness  and
eventual death from Scarlet Fever. The
female lead of Jo March, performed with
all of its fierceness by Saoirse Ronan,

is ahead of her time. She refuses to
follow her Aunt’s plan of relying on a
rich man in order to be successful.
There is a feeling of freshness that
comes with the emphasis on Jo’s writing
career.  At f irst ,  she is  rejected by
publishers and her stories are highly
edited, but once she finds a storyline
that is filled with the perfect mix of
unrequited love, heartbreak and the
strength of family represented by the
retelling of her life story, she feels
empowered to reach her ultimate goal
of publishing and owning the rights to
her own book. Apart from the endearing
storyline, it also features incredible
cinematography that focuses on the
characters, while also displaying the
beautiful scenery of the time period.
Although it’s a familiar story line and
has been adapted to film four other
times, this fresh take on Little Women
and its wonderful cast make it very
much worth watching.
3. Once Upon A Time In Hollywood:
This movie has an overwhelming amount
of American actors making cameos,
such as Dakota Fanning, Al Pacino,
Luke Perry and Bruce Dern. Directed by
Quentin Tarantino, the film tells the
chaotic story of late 1960’s Hollywood
through the relationship of Rick Dalton,
played by Leonardo DiCaprio, and his
stunt double, Cliff Booth, played by
Brad Pitt. Dalton is having somewhat
of an identity crisis as he switches from
starring in a popular TV Western in the
1950’s called Bounty Law to trying to
reignite his career in a new television
series. He labels himself as a “has been”
as his stunt double, who is seen as more
easy-going, continuously has to soothe
his bruised ego and ‘have his back’
when it comes to supporting Dalton’s
career.  Meanwhi le ,wi th in  the
Hollywood Hills, where the story takes
place, Rick Dalton finds out that he
lives down the street from pretty, but
ditsy actress Sharon Tate, who was
ultimately known for being murdered by
Charles Manson. An unlikely series of
events take place where the residents
find themselves annoyed by a group of
young girls who ultimately represent
the  Char les  Manson  murder ing
“cultists’’. The actual events of the
murders are twisted to deepen the plot,
and the Manson murders are not carried
out  as  expec ted .  The  movie  does
however,  correctly incorporate the
history of the Manson tragedies, the
vibe of the 60s, wardrobe, scenery, cars
and music, even down to the celebrities
that attended specific parties on various
nights that surround the murders; this
film has Tarintino’s wicked sense of
darkness without being quite as violent
and as dark as many of his other works.
It has some great laughs and other
twists and turns that make it a very
unique f i lm for  th is  year ’s  award
season.

Whether you’re in the mood to
take a step into a dystopian society,
watch a classic tale, or blast into the
past,these films offer something for
everybody.So have a  movie marathon and see
what all of the hype is about surrounding these
three Best Picture nominated films.

What Was ‘The Buzz’ In 2020?

Frozen 2, the follow-up film to Disney’s
2013 smash hit Frozen has been described by
critics as “a worthy follow-up with enough heart,
action, and music to entertain younger and older
viewers alike’’(Rotten Tomatoes). Many
appreciated the most recent adventure “into the
unknown” as they saw Anna and Elsa form a
closer bond with each other as well as with the
characters Olaf, Kristoff and  Sven. Moviegoers
were also introduced to new characters such as
Queen Induna, Lieutenant Destin and Ryder from
the Enchanted Forest as they  joined Anna and
Elsa on their adventure to save Arendelle. But
despite some positive reviews, others felt as if
Frozen 2 was a disappointment when compared
to the original.

While it is hard to surpass the original
film, Frozen 2  is definitely close behind in many
respects. Creators paid special attention to detail
when animating the mystical land of Arendelle.
This movie was also intended to capture the family
history of Elsa and Anna and focus more on their
relationship with one another. From the beginning,
the audience saw Elsa enjoying the company of
her friends and family, but these good times were
quickly  interrupted when she heard a strange
voice that was only audible to her. As the movie
progressed, the sisters’ bond was tested when
Elsa specified that she did not want Anna’s help,
when Anna followed her anyway. Further into
the movie, characters bursted into song and the
biggest hit, “Into the Unknown”, was performed
when Elsa prepared herself for her journey into
the Enchanted Forest. She was determined to find
out why this voice that only she could hear kept
being heard. The songs in Frozen 2 definitely
differed from those heard in Frozen due to the
showtune sounding lyrics that a person would
hear in a Broadway show. But, without a doubt,
the songs were filled with feelings of
empowerment and determination. Of course, Olaf,
played by Josh Gad, received an iconic solo,
“When I Am Older”, which he sang as he
wandered into the forest while bringing some
laughs to the audience.

    Although many were pleased with the
wonders found in Frozen 2, some felt it was one
of Disney’s most disappointing sequels. When
compared to the original Frozen, it was not
fantastic. “The plot is a convoluted mess,” said
Erik Kain from Forbes.com.  A lot of  viewers agree
that the plot became complex and hard to follow
as the movie continued. This was caused by the
newly discovered family history that Anna and
Elsa’s late father came across  in the Enchanted
Forest when he was a boy, which was not spoken
about at all in the original movie. Also, throughout
the entire movie, Kristoff waited for the perfect
time to propose to Anna, but he never seemed to
get it right until the very end. Some viewers felt
this was the wrong time to propose when there
were so many other moments that were right.

  The original Frozen was followed
by a decent sequel, but it was one that is
constantly compared. The dangers of com-
parison to the original Frozen makes it diffi-
cult to appreciate the beautiful and emotional
soundtrack found in Frozen 2. The se-
quel needs to be evaluated on its own
in order to recognize the wonderful ad-
ditions to the movie, like the outstand-
ing animation, including remarkable
bodies of water and ice sculptures, as
well as a new supporting cast which cre-
ated a spectacular experience for all.
Some will keep their negative feelings
about Frozen 2 ,  but no matter how
people feel, they are all are hoping for a
third installment of the Frozen series.

 Frozen 2: The Thaw

The classic American novel, Little
Women, made an exciting return to theaters this
past December, in a fresh new adaptation from
director Greta Gerwig. The timeless tale, first
published in 1868 by Louisa May Alcott, follows
the lives of the colorful March sisters. These
four young women: Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy,
must grapple with the challenges of growing up
in post-Civil War American society. Needless to
say, the story is filled to the brim with humor,
romance, and yes, lots of tears.

The cast includes household names
like Saoirse Ronan, Emma Watson, Meryl Streep,
and Timothée Chalamet, but doesn’t rely solely
on the fame of its star-studded roster to carry
the story. The eldest March sister, Meg, played
by Watson, dreams of being a stage actress, but
puts her aspiration on hold to take on the roles
of housewife and mother. Despite the traditional
path she chooses, Gerwig avoids characterizing
Meg as a helpless female figure, instead
emphasizing the strength she possesses in
sustaining her family through hard times.

  The second youngest sister, Beth, is
portrayed by Eliza Scanlen, a relative newcomer
to Hollywood, who brings the gentle and
peacemaking piano player to life. Although
afflicted by illness, Beth remains a beacon of
light and wisdom among the March sisters.

 Actress Florence Pugh plays the
youngest sister, Amy, a budding artist whose
fixation on the glamour and glitz of high society
has caused her to be branded as selfish and
unlikable in past adaptations. But Pugh
masterfully manages to bring complexity to Amy,
exemplifying her growth from a self-absorbed
child to a confident young woman.

The second eldest daughter and
protagonist, Jo March, is portrayed by Saoirse
Ronan. She is flawlessly developed as
independent yet fiery, and one who sacrifices
everything to support her family. As a writer, she
constantly strives for ownership of her work,
standing as a self-advocating symbol of
determination. What makes Little Women so
emotionally potent is Jo’s unwavering dedication
to the people around her, but simultaneously,
her commitment to her personal dreams. There
is something so modern about this character’s
ability to persist through prejudice and
stereotypes, and emerge steadfast in her
ambitions.

  As with any family, the March sisters
are not immune to the occasional inter-sibling
quarrel, but this never stands in the way of their
loyalty to one another. The bond of sisterhood
between them prevails even amongst the
heartbreaks of life. Their familial dynamic
exemplifies the duality of women, who can be
both composed and passionate, loving and
ambitious. Each sister embodies an aspect of
womanhood, powerful in her own individual
respect.

 A lush and beautifully shot film,
accompanied by the work of French composer
Alexandre Desplat, Little Women stands as one
of the best films of the year. Gerwig has once
again written a thoughtful screenplay, injected
with themes of female empowerment and self-
discovery.

 Little Women is a story that’s been
retold countless times before, but one which
now takes on a new meaning in the context of
contemporary feminism. The March sisters stand
unafraid in the face of conflict, forging
their own paths in a time of societal
turmoil, and reminding women across
the globe that their aspirations are
attainable.

.

By: Nora Lewis

Little Women: Years Later
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By: Michael Ye
A Look Ahead Into The 2020 MLB Season

This past MLB off-season saw huge
signings and game-changing transactions. Many
teams have improved immensely and are now
looking forward to the regular season where they
hope to set themselves up for World Series
contention. Ten franchises will find themselves
in the post-season, but which ones are the
favorites? These four teams will have the best
chances of winning it all in 2020:

The Houston Astros have, without a
doubt, gotten worse this off-season. They have
lost Cy Young contender Gerrit Cole as well as
reliever Will Harris who was dominant for them
last season posting a 1.50 ERA. To make matters
worse, Manager AJ Hinch and GM Jeff Luhnow
have been fired because of the sign stealing
scandal based on their 2017 World Series winning
season. Despite losing all of these significant
pieces, there is still a surplus of talent left on this
team. Its rotation includes 2019 AL Cy Young
winner Justin Verlander as well as all-star Zack
Greinke. Both Verlander and Greinke are ace
caliber pitchers that are maintaining a sub 3 ERA
in 2019. Even with this great rotation, the lineup
looks even better. It consists of a multitude of all-
stars which includes Jose Altuve, Alex Bregman,
Michael Brantley, George Springer, and 2019 AL
Rookie of the Year winner Yordan Alvarez. To
cap it all off, the Astros have a top ten bullpen in
the league which consists of all-stars Ryan
Pressly and Roberto Osuna. This franchise has
talent on all sides of the field and thus remains a
top four team in the league with a high chance of
capturing a title. Fans can easily expect them to
come away with the AL West title once again.

The Atlanta Braves have arguably

been the most improved team this off-season
despite losing one of its top hitters, Josh
Donaldson, and one of its top starters, Dallas
Keuchel. The team added Will Smith, the best
closer on the free agent market, as well as
possibly the best outfielder, Marcell Ozuna. This
young Braves team has a plethora of talent,
especially on the offensive side with a top 10
lineup including Ronald Acuna, Ozzie Albies,
and Freddie Freeman. On the other hand, the
pitching side of this roster has and will be a
liability. The rotation isn’t amazing, even with
2019 NL Rookie of the Year runner-up Mike
Soroka who posted a 2.68 ERA, 1.111 WHIP,
and 5.6 WAR. There are many inconsistent
starters in that rotation such as Mike Foltynewicz
and Cole Hammels who the Braves signed during
last off-season. The team’s bullpen is on the
same level as its rotation with more inconsistent
relievers such as Mark Melancon, Shane Greene
(both whom the Braves acquired last season in
the trade deadline), and AJ Minter. If Atlanta is
going to make a serious push for the title, it’s
going to depends upon whether or not its
pitching performs well in 2020. Regardless of all
of these liabilities, the Braves are the favorites to
win the NL East and have a legitimate shot at
competing for a title.

  Even with all of the acquisitions the
Braves have made, the Los Angeles Dodgers
are the clear favorites to win the NL pennant
even after losing a Cy Young candidate in Hyun
Jin Ryu who led the MLB with the lowest ERA at
2.32. Despite losing Ryu, the Dodgers’ rotation
still has two other Cy Young candidates in
Clayton Kershaw and Walker Buehler. Kershaw’s

performance has begun to dip as he’s aged. His
ERA in 2019 was still good however, sitting at
3.03; he was still named an all-star. Buehler ,on the
other hand, is a blossoming player who, like
Kershaw, was named an all-star in 2019. He posted
a 3.26 ERA with a 1.042 WHIP and is developing
into the Dodgers’ next big ace. The team’s lineup
on the offensive side is even better as it includes
a bunch of big name sluggers. The Dodgers made
a blockbuster trade during the off-season
acquiring Mookie Betts from the Red Sox. Betts
is a tool five player and a top five player in the
league. His elite hitting, combined with his platinum
glove defense in the outfield, gives the Dodgers
a true superstar to strengthen the lineup. He is an
annual MVP candidate and he won the 2018 AL
MVP.  In 2019, Betts hit .295 with 29 homers and
had a .915 OPS while posting a 6.8 WAR. He will
join a stacked Dodgers lineup which already
includes 2019 MVP winner Cody Bellinger, Justin
Turner, Max Muncy, Corey Seager, and others.
The weakest spot on the team’s roster is its bullpen
which has improved during this off-season. The
Dodgers added 2018 AL Reliever of the Year finalist
Blake Treinen to a pen that already includes two-
time NL Reliever of the Year winner, Kenley
Jansen. The pen however, still remains the main
thing holding the Dodgers back from a World
Series title. The team has blown many
games in past post-season runs and have
gotten inconsistent results. Like the
Braves, the Dodgers’ pitching will be the
only thing holding the team back. Overall,
the Dodgers’ roster is still deeper and
better than the Braves’. The Dodgers, once
again, remain the favorites to win the NL

pennant.
Finally, there’s the New York

Yankees who are the obvious favorites out of
every other team to win the AL pennant. The
team has  just signed Gerrit Cole, who is arguably
the best pitcher in the league, to a 9 year $324
million contract; this has made him the highest
paid pitcher in MLB history. In 2019, Cole had a
2.50 ERA with a 0.895 WHIP and a 6.8 WAR.
This signing fills a massive hole in the Yankees’
roster: a true number one ace. Cole joins a Yankees
pitching staff that already includes former all-
stars Luis Severino, James Paxton,  and
Masahiro Tanaka.  In addi t ion,  the
team’s offense is arguably the best in
the league with superstars such as
Aaron  Judge ,  Giancar lo  S tan ton ,
Gleyber Torres, DJ Lemahieu, and Gary
Sanchez. Furthermore, the Yankees have
the best bullpen in the league with
dominant pitchers such as 2019 Reliever
of the Year winner Aroldis Chapman,
Zack Bri t ton,  Adam Ottavino,  and
Tommy Kahnle .  Al l  four  of  these
relievers had ERAs below 2.50 and
helped the Yankees reach the ALCS.
This  Yankees’ ros te r  has  t a len t
everywhere and this team is the clear
favorite to win the championship.

Obvious ly,  there  are  many
other strong rosters besides these, like
the ones that the Twins, Rays, and
Nationals have. This upcoming MLB
season will clearly be an extraordinary
one as teams battle each other in order
to make it to the World Seris.

The British alternative-rock band,
Arctic Monkeys released their breakthrough
album, AM, in 2013, which was met with immediate
success in the U.S. All bands have their
influences and Arctic Monkeys are no different.
In the early 2000s, The White Stripes and The
Strokes revived the voice of classical rock, but
added a modern touch to it; this was the Garage
Rock Revival of the 2000s. This “Musical
Revolution” inspired others to form alternative
rock bands such as The Killers, The Black Keys,
MGMT, and of course the Arctic Monkeys. The
Arctic Monkeys debuted in 2006 with the album
Whatever People Say I Am, That’s What I’m Not,
which became the fastest selling debut album in
U.K. history, selling 363,735 copies in its first
week and being ranked as No. 30 in the Rolling
Stones Best Debut Albums of All Time and NME
No. 19 Best Albums of All Time. Arctic Monkeys
soon released the debut’s successor in 2007,
Favourite Worst Nightmare, still garnering
critical acclaim, yet selling half as many copies
as its predecessor. Arctic Monkeys then went
on a short hiatus from 2007-2009, with Alex Turner,
the lead singer, briefly leaving to work on a side
project known as The Last Shadow Puppets.
Shortly after, Turner worked with Queens of the
Stone Age’s lead singer Josh Hommes, helping
Arctic Monkeys lay a greater foundation for
more mainstream music that would appeal to
people outside of the U.K. This led to the release
of Humbug in 2009 and Suck It and See in 2011,
definitely their more experimental albums while
still attempting to find what made their debut so
popular. This left fans wondering if they would
leave us with mediocre rock albums to fill the
gap between brit-rock and more mainstream
music. But this musical transition is what they
needed to set the foundation for their next album,
which took the world by storm: AM.

Before the release of AM, Arctic

Monkeys went on a promotional tour with another
garage rock revival band, The Black Keys. This
gave Arctic Monkeys the American exposure they
needed to better formulate their newest album.
While on tour, they forged a promotional single
for AM, known as “R U Mine?” Peaking at No. 22
on the US Billboard Hot 100, this was an indicator
that the band was growing in popularity overseas
and led them to explore a similar sound when
making AM. A few months later, AM was released
and Arctic Monkeys hit the mainstream, selling
100,000 copies in two days. AM became their fifth
album to reach the top of the U.K. charts, and
debuted at No. 6 on the U.S. Billboard 200,
becoming the No.1 Rock Album in the country.
Their lead single, “Do I Wanna Know”, also
became the most played alternative rock song on
American radio. Arctic Monkeys were even
nominated for Best Rock Performance at the 2015
Grammys, and  for a Mercury Prize, quickly starting
to sell out U.S. arenas such as Madison Square
Garden in the process.

 A big contributor that led to the major
success of AM was bands changing the music
market of the time, with fewer and fewer bands
releasing rock and roll besides The Arctic
Monkeys. The sound of each song on the album
was drastically different from past songs, in the
band’s effort to appeal to a larger audience, with
Turner’s vocals being more conversation based
and the songs being more drum and bass-
orientated. With quick and simple beats to heavy
bass drops and enchanting choruses, this change
opened up the band’s music to hip-hop fans. The
album opens with the lead single, “Do I Wanna
Know”, which begins with a simple beat and
bassline, and a guitar riff that lays the entire
foundation for the song, which is short and catchy
and easy to follow. Turner’s melodramatic vocals
coincide with the riff beautifully, giving the song
a layered effect which may seem satisfying to the

listener. The song reflects Turner ’s
childhood, when he would go out to local
pubs and hilariously fail to ask out girls
as seen by lines such as: “(Do I Wanna
Know) if this feelin’ flows both ways?/
(Sad to see you go) Was sorta hopin’ that
you’d stay”. Here, Turner thinks that the
feelings were mutual and  that a
relationship would actually go somewhere.
The promotional single “R U Mine?,”
follows Turner ’s struggles with
manipulation, relating back to the theme
of “Do I Wanna Know”. The first line of
this song displays Turner’s struggles with
manipulation, stating, “I’m a puppet on a
string”. These lyrics represent that Turner
is being controlled by others, and only
doing what he does to impress the girls he
talks to. The rest of the album continues
this theme of one-sided relationships and
heartbreak, but while listening to the
closing track of the album, “I Wanna Be
Yours”, the focus shifts towards a more
hopeless tone. Turner completely gives up
on finding a lover and just wants anybody
at this point; he’s willing to sacrifice
anything just to be in a romantic
relationship, taking in all the bad with very
little reward, a parasitic relationship at
best.

Following their debut album,
Arctic Monkeys struggled to maintain
their initial sound and what made them so
great in the beginning; they capitalized their punky
and bombastic sound during the garage rock
revival to gain  huge following in a short amount
of time. But Arctic Monkeys released somewhat
mediocre albums in order to find the new and
innovative sound they’ve been searching for,
ultimately allowing them to become mainstream
around the globe.

Arctic Monkeys And Their Struggle To Hit The MainstreamCongratulations
To The

Class of 2020
For Its

Sports Night Win!

Placements:
First: Seniors

Second: Juniors
Third:Freshmen

Fourth: Sophomores

Thank you to all
who participated

for making it a fun
and memorable

evening.
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HalleLuka: The Expected, But Still Amazing Emergence Of Luka

Doncic
By: Noah Peretz

As I stepped onto the mat at my first
ever competition, I finally realized what it means
when someone says “hard work pays off.” After
many dedicated hours, tears, injuries fought
through, and accomplishments reached at
practice, the satisfaction of performing our routine
as everyone shouted in excitement confirmed
that it was all worth it. Being acknowledged for
our hard work by coming in second place, not
only filled us with gratitude, but more drive to
become better.

The North Shore High School Cheer Team
has, for the first time in North Shore High School’s
history, grown to be a strong competitive program.
As George Amigdalos, a member of the team for the
past four years recalls, “The Cheer Team started as a
student run program made up of about nine athletes,
but quickly grew in size and popularity amongst the
student body.” Amigdalos, along with the rest of the
team, credit Coach Keri Gonzalez, “for preparing and
bringing our skills to competition level by sharing her
extensive cheer experience with us.”

  At competitions and North Shore athletic
events, the cheerleaders support and cheer on their
fellow teams. The halftime performances have gained
large support from the fans and have become a way to
showcase the progress and accomplishments of North
Shore’s cheer team. When asked about the differences
he sees in the program, Mr. Lang, North Shore’s
Athletic Director says, “ It’s like night and day! The
members’ passion and commitment to the sport have
changed everyone’s mentality on cheerleading.”

With the tremendous support and
guidance from our coaches, each member has the
opportunity and resources to build up his or her skills
and strive to achieve  goals. Coach Keri’s never-ending
passion for cheerleading has redefined the team and is
continuously leading the program toward success.
Along with Assistant Coach Ryan Meenan, she is
expanding the program to younger students through
after-school elementary programs and the middle
school team. The coaches role model status sets a
great example for the cheerleaders to look up to and
follow.

North Shore’s Cheer Team continues to
practice and push itself forward to learn more difficult
skills and improve its routines. With everyone’s
dedication, the team is hoping to finish the season
strong and continue on the path of  success in
the years to come!

By: Anna Kulikowski

Cheering Towards
Success

Although it is only his second year
playing in the NBA, Dallas Mavericks star
Luka Doncic isn’t new to professional
basketball. He started playing for Real
Madrid, a prominent EuroLeague team, at
16 years old in 2015. By the time he was
touted as a legitimate NBA prospect at 19
years old, he was leading his teammates in
scoring and assists while carrying them to
the EuroLeague championship and earning
MVP honors. His uniqueness could be seen
immediately, as his physical stature
combined with his fluidity and feel for the
game was and still is something to marvel
at. He stands at 6 foot 7 and weighs 230
pounds, but has the skills of a point guard.
His shooting ability is uncanny, as he can
make three-pointers from close to half-court
with a hand in his face. Doncic is also a
master of maneuvering, as he can take
defenders off the dribble and finish at the
basket or make smart and well-placed passes
to teammates for open shots. He is also very
skilled at posting defenders up and using
his size to overpower smaller guards in order
to create easy shots for himself. This
standout offensive polish is remarkable for
a player of Doncic’s age and is a testament
to the preparation that playing in
EuroLeague gave him.

 After his impressive 2017-18
campaign, it was a no-brainer that Doncic
would declare for the 2018 NBA Draft. He
was drafted third overall by the Atlanta
Hawks and subsequently traded to the
Dallas Mavericks for former University of
Oklahoma guard, Trae Young. This
monumental deal is etched in recent history
as one of the fairest draft day trades ever, as
Young has also emerged as a star.

  Luka Doncic entered the 2018-19
NBA season with a large amount of hype
that came with him, but there was also a
considerable amount of doubt that he’d be
successful in the league. People cited his
lack of athleticism and defensive ability as
major weaknesses in his game. There was

also bias due to the long-standing stigma of
European players being “too soft” and “not
tough enough” for the NBA because of the
weaker competition of EuroLeague.

  Doncic however, proved these
doubts wrong and showed that they were
just embellishments of his weaknesses during
his rookie campaign. He adjusted to the NBA
seamlessly, and although the Mavericks was
not a good overall team, it was greatly
elevated by his play. Doncic averaged
21 points, 8 rebounds, and 6 assists per
game while dragging the Mavericks to a
33-49 win/loss record. His statistical
excellence for a rookie was one of a kind,
as he became just the fifth rookie in the
history of the NBA to average at least
20 points, 5 rebounds, and 5 assists per
game.

    Entering the 2019-2020 season,
the expectations for Doncic increased. He
proved himself  to be a tremendous
ind iv idua l  t a len t  as  a  rook ie ,  bu t
questions were raised as to whether or
not he could put a team on his back and
lead it to wins. There were also doubts
that Doncic would lead the Mavericks
to considerable success because his
new co-star, former New York Knick
Kristaps Porzingis, was coming off of an
ACL tear that he suffered in February
2018. Porzingis is not 100% healthy and
has not regained the comfort for the
game that he once had before his injury,
which only increases the load that
Doncic has to carry. The Mavericks also
play in a very competitive Western
Conference  fea tur ing  teams  wi th
considerable star power such as the Los
Angeles Lakers, Los Angeles Clippers,
Houston Rockets, Denver Nuggets, and
Utah Jazz. With these teams to compete
with, Dallas’ chances to be a playoff
seed in the West were predicted to be
slim to none.

   Luka Doncic  once  again
proved this skepticism wrong. He is

averaging 29 points, 9 rebounds, and 9
assists per game so far this season. In
addition to this statistical jump, he has
become noticeably better based on the
eye  tes t  a lone .  He has  honed h is
already masterful shooting skills even
further and is now making sidestep and
stepback three-pointers at will. He has
also developed his  inside game a
considerable amount and is finishing
through contact and drawing more
fouls. He has also improved as a passer
and  i s  rou t ine ly  making  passes
comparable to the likes of LeBron
James .  He  has  jus t i f i ab ly  been
compared to legends such as Larry Bird
because of his outstanding skill and
feel for the game, along with his team-
first attitude and will to win.

 Doncic’s individual excellence
has so far led the Mavericks to much
greater success than projected. Before
the season, media outlets such as ESPN
and Bleacher Report placed Dallas as
a fringe playoff team and cited Doncic’s
lack of experience as a leader as a
reason why the team would not see that
much success. Doncic has proven this
notion wrong by leading the Mavericks
to a secure playoff seed despite his
team’s inconsistencies. In addition to
his “supporting cast” being somewhat
unreliable, his co-star, Porzingis, has
been in and out of the lineup with knee
and lower leg issues, forcing Doncic
to shoulder a huge load and essentially
lead the Mavericks to wins on his own.
His individual statistics are top-five
player caliber and at only 20 years old,
he is leading a team to victories against
tough competition.

 Luka Doncic was touted as a
star from the moment that he exploded
onto the scene as an 18-year-old in
EuroLeague, but he has also overcome the
doubts of detractors to become an even better
player than most thought he would be.



By: Oliver Palone
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Remembering Kobe Bryant

By: Trevor Kunkel
Tragedy struck on Sunday, January

26th, 2020 as 41-year old NBA icon Kobe
Bryant, along with his 13 year old daughter
Gianna and seven others, perished in a
helicopter accident in Calabasas, California.
The crash was a result of the helicopter
facing, “fog-shrouded conditions,” and not
being “equipped with a terrain awareness
and warning system.” (USA Today). The
story was covered globally and came as not
just a shock to basketball fans, but to people
all over the world. One thing has become
obvious in the wake of the legend’s death:
everyone knows and loves Kobe Bean
Bryant.

Kobe Bryant was drafted by the
Charlotte Hornets with the 13th pick in the
1996 NBA draft; however, he was instantly
traded to the Los Angeles Lakers. Bryant
rightfully declared for the draft after his
senior year of high school. The moment he
stepped onto the NBA hardwood, it was
obvious to all that a star was in the midst of
being born. Despite minimal playing time
during his rookie season with the Lakers,
Bryant showed flashes of the greatness that
was to come, even winning the 1997 NBA
dunk contest during his first NBA All-Star
weekend. Following his rookie year, Bryant
began to transcend into a budding superstar.
Once Bryant came into his own during the
1999-2000 NBA season, he played the
perfect right-hand-man to the league’s best
player, Shaquille O’Neal. The two went on
to form one of the greatest duos that
basketball has ever seen, winning three
straight NBA championships from 2000-
2002, which is no easy feat. After tensions
rose between Bryant and O’Neal, O’Neal
was traded to the Miami Heat during the 2004
off-season. The keys to one of the most
famous franchises in sports history were
then handed to Bryant.

Kobe Bryant would go on to shatter
all sorts of records during the remainder of
his career, such as his famous 81-point game
against the Toronto Raptors in 2006, his
back-to-back championships with the Lakers
in 2009 and 2010, and his 60-point
performance against the Utah Jazz in his final

NBA game in 2016. Bryant would retire with
a Most Valuable Player award, five NBA
championships, eighteen All-Star game
appearances, and the third spot on the all-
time scoring list. While these Hall of Fame
accolades are more than impressive, his
influence on pop culture is equally
astounding. Whether it was people of all
ages yelling, “Kobe!” when shooting a
paper ball into a garbage can, or Bryant
winning an Academy Award in 2018 for his,
“Dear Basketball” short film, Bryant was
known across the globe. He was also a
devoted husband and father to his wife
Vanessa and his children Natalia, Gianna,
Bianka and Capri. His daughter Gianna was
very similar to him in the fact that she was
on the rise in the world of basketball. Bryant
who was known for his, “Mamba
Mentality”, or his unique work ethic and
mindset, was working on teaching it to
Gianna.

 The death of Kobe and Gianna
Bryant has had a profound effect on Kobe’s
former teammates, coaches, close friends
and family. Los Angeles Laker and dear
friend of Bryant, LeBron James, spoke
out on Instagram of the shocking news.
In the post, James promised, “I will
continue your legacy,” and mentioned
how Bryant, “meant so much to us all,”
(KingJames,  Instagram).  Shaquil le
O’Neal also mourned the death of his
former teammate during a TNT tribute
to the late legend and his daughter,
saying how hard it is to realize, “The
fact that we are not going to be able to
joke at his Hall of Fame ceremony, the fact that
we are not going to be able to say, ‘Ha, I got five.
You got four [championships],” (ESPN).

  Kobe  Bryant  changed
basketball  for the better.  A world-
renowned legend, as well as his young
daughter with infinite potential, were
taken away far too soon. Bryant has
inspired a new wave of NBA players,
who have grown up striving to embody
the “Mamba Mental i ty.”  Although
Bryant is gone, one thing is for sure:
his legacy will last forever.

This year’s college football season
was filled with hundreds of talented players
and teams. With stars rising all around the
country, fans knew this year was going to
bring some great games. After months of
hard work and  dedication, four teams rose
to the top though with a chance to win the
College Football National Title.

With their Ohio State transfer, Joe
Burrow, Louisiana State University had a
perfect 13-0 undefeated record in the regular
season. After being named backup at Ohio
State, Joe Burrow made the decision to
transfer to LSU, where he then arguably had
one of the greatest seasons ever by a college
football player. With this team, Heisman
winner, Joe Burrow led the league in yards
with 5,671. He also led the league in
touchdowns with 60, and he did all of this
with only six interceptions thrown. Joe
Burrow accomplished these stats with an
extremely rigorous schedule that matched
LSU up against seven top ten teams in the
nation.

After rolling over teams with this
unbelievably talented quarterback, the LSU
Tigers were able to lock down the number
one seed in the college football rankings.
The Tigers matched up against number 4
ranked Oklahoma in the first round of the
playoffs. Led by quarterback Jalen Hurts and
wide receiver CeeDee Lamb, Oklahoma had
a 12-1 record going into the playoffs, only
losing to 8-5 Kansas State. LSU was the
obvious favorite, but no one expected the
game it turned out to be. Joe Burrow threw a
college football playoff record high, seven
touchdowns passes, in the first half. He went
on to rush for an eighth touchdown in the
second half, ending the game with a brutal
score of 63-28. The LSU Tigers came out
victorious, becoming a college football
champion contender.

The second of the two college
football playoff games before the
championship came down to number two
Ohio State and number three Clemson. Ohio
State was led by quarterback Justin Fields
and Heisman contender Chase Young to a
13-0 record. After missing two games due to

The End To A Long College Football Season

suspension, Ohio State Defensive End
Chase Young ended the season first in sacks
with 16.5 and second in forced fumbles with
6. On the other side, number three Clemson
was led by quarterback Trevor Lawrence to
an undefeated 13-0 regular season. After
winning the college football championship
the year prior, Clemson hoped to repeat
these events. After a hard-fought game and
a couple of controversial calls, Clemson
came out on top with a game winning
interception thrown by Ohio State’s Justin
Fields with a score of  29-23.

  The college football
championship came down to the LSU Tigers
against the Clemson Tigers which took place
in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New
Orleans, Louisiana. After multiple drives
passed, it seemed as if this predicted
offensive game became one of defense, as
no team could make any movement down
the field. Finally, mid-way through the first
quarter, Clemson’s Trevor Lawrence ran for
a one yard touchdown for the first score of
the game. LSU shot back before the end of
the first with a long pass from Joe Burrow
to Ja’Maar Chase to make the score 7-7. With
a career long field goal from Clemson’s
kicker, as well as multiple other scores from
both teams, the half ended with a score of
28-17. Clemson was able to pull off a long
drive that ended in a touchdown to open
the half, cutting the LSU lead down to three
points. With a menacing drive, LSU scored
again, increasing the lead to ten. From there,
the LSU offense began rolling as it took
control of the fourth quarter, winning the
game 42-25.

 This unbelievable playoff series
was not only amusing to all fans, but it also
capped off potentially one of the greatest
seasons ever by a college football player.
After taking down Clemson, Joe Burrow not
only led the league in multiple categories,
set records throughout the whole season,
and won the Heisman trophy, but he also
became a national champion. The LSU
Tigers proved through a long and tough
season to be the best team in a league of
many others.

The New England Patriots’
most recent quarterback, Tom Brady, is
considered one of the best players in
NFL history; since 2000, when he was
drafted, he has been a six time Super
Bowl winner, three time MVP, and a 14
time Pro-Bowler; and, the icing on the
cake is that he recently became an
unrestricted free agent for the first time
in  h i s  ca reer.  Due  to  h i s  poor
performance during the 2019-2020
season and the Patriots’ early exit in the
2020 playoffs, fans were wondering if
he would re-sign with the team, start a
new journey in another city, or finally
hang up his cleats. There were definitely
opposing viewpoints in regards to all
of these queries.

When people hear the name
Tom Brady, they automatically think of
the success and glory he has had with
the only NFL team he has played for:
the New England Patriots; however,
little do many young fans know that
Brady’s career started off rough. He
attended  the University of Michigan

where he was a backup for the first two
years and struggled to get any playing time. He
was finally given the opportunity to start during
the 1998-99 season after he had shown potential
at Michigan, and yet a poor performance at the
combine. Despite this, Patriot’s head coach, Bill
Belichick, saw something in this scrawny kid
from California and so he took Brady in the 6th
round with the 199th pick.

 Brady spent the beginning of his NFL
career backing up star quarterback Drew Bledsoe
until Bledsoe went down with a devastating
injury; this gave Brady the opportunity to start,
which he has been doing ever since. Since that
time, Belichick and Brady have appeared in nine
Super Bowls making the New England Patriots a
household name. So after having so much
success, why would Brady want to leave the
team he put on the map? Simple. Belichick and
Brady seemed to have had a falling out, ever
since a rumor began in October of 2019 that
Belichick wanted to get rid of Brady and give
former Patriots’ backup and now Super Bowl
starter Jimmy Garoppolo the starting job.
According to nbcsports.com, Patriots owner
Robert Kraft forced Belichick to trade Garoppolo

after Belichick insisted on keeping him.
After hearing this rumor, fans

thought about where would Brady might
go? CBS.sports.com believed that he
would go to teams like the Indianapolis
Col ts ,  Chicago Bears ,  or  Carol ina
Panthers, but the two most logical teams
the site believed he would go to were
the Los Angeles Chargers or the Las
Vegas Raiders. The Chargers have a
young team and thus are in need of a
veteran to guide them to the ‘promised
land’. Brady could easily have stepped
into that spot and pushed the Chargers’
young  rece iv ing  core  to  success .
Recent ly  there  were even pictures
published of Brady and Raiders’ owner
Mike Davis talking to one another at the
Connor McGregor fight; so it was highly
possible that Brady would ultimately
become a Raider.

As of March 23rd though, it
seems as if Brady will actually be joining
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Now many are
wondering how that move will work out. No
matter what though,  Tom Brady has influenced

the NFL in many ways and given young players
who are considered long shots a sense of hope.
Hopefully this image will continue.

Sources:

https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/news/
where-will-tom-brady-play-in-2020-chargers-
raiders-among-teams-who-could-sign-qb-in-
free-agency/ .

https://www.nbcsports.com/bayarea/
49ers/report-patriots-owner-kraft-forced-
belichick-trade-garoppolo.

h t t p s : / / w w w. p ro - f o o t b a l l -
reference.com/players/B/BradTo00.html.

  The Future For TB12
By: Jack Levin
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