
Thursday, April 16, 2020 

Dear North Shore Parents, Community Members, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
I hope that you all enjoyed wonderful Easters and are continuing to enjoy Passover. Tonight is the final 
night of Passover and it marks the end of a remarkable journey with the parting of the Red Sea. When I 
wrote you last, I talked with you about the themes of hardship, hope, and overcoming obstacles. Both 
holidays give us time to reflect upon those stories and make meaning within our own experiences if we 
choose to do so. 
  
Alternately, when not dealing with the pandemic, I have been consumed with selecting a song that will 
inform my remarks to the graduating class. For those of you who don't know, I always select a song and 
lyrics to inspire my remarks to the class. I don't share it with anyone before graduation, and it always 
helps me to frame my thoughts around important themes and messages that I wish for them to carry 
forward. I've been ruminating on song lyrics and keep coming back to one of my favorites, Imagine, by 
John Lennon. Exactly one month to the day before I was born, John Lennon released the 
song, Imagine. The lyrics have always moved me. They evoke simple yet complicated themes of peace 
and the possibilities that exist for the human race during what was a very complicated time in history. 
These are some of the words I used when I addressed my first graduating class as a first-year 
Superintendent, and I just thought that those messages were so relevant as we navigate these truly 
unprecedented times in yet another very complicated time in our history. If you're wondering why I'm 
going down this road, let me tell you. I met with a group of seniors this week about how to plan for the 
conclusion of their time with us. They were pragmatic, mature, and unbelievably definite about their 
preferences. I'm looking forward to our continued conversations with them over the upcoming weeks. I 
promised them that while it would all be different, it would also be amazing and reflective of who they 
are as the Class of 2020. They definitely gave me a thing or two to think when selecting the right song 
for them. 
  
Today, we were advised, that by Executive Order, Governor Cuomo will extend our school closure 
through May 15, 2020. Our work moving forward will be focused on processes that capitalize on how 
best to leverage and enhance the continuity of teaching and learning in North Shore. To that end, we 
will be working with our teachers, directors, and principals to ensure that our work is implemented at a 
high level, focuses on the most important teaching points, and continues with both fidelity and 
intentionality. We will be communicating more on this in the upcoming week, and our objective is to 
find the sweet spot of structure, flexibility, and accountability for everyone. As you can likely imagine, 
opinions on how to accomplish this are plentiful and highly varied. In our own pursuit of continuous 
improvement, we will be exploring all options so that all students can thrive in an accessible way. 
  
As we seek to find ways to connect with one another, we have been sharing videos in any number of 
ways. While we collect this information from parents in the fall, please email your child's principal if 
you DO NOT wish to have their image published in photo or video if you have not already done so. 
  
Please note that the Annual Budget Vote and Trustee Election remain postponed beyond May 19, 2020. 
As soon as we have more information to share, we will be sure to do so. 
  
In closing, I remain overwhelmed by the generosity of spirit that exists in North Shore. Everywhere I 
look, I see students, community members, faculty, and staff members showing the very best of 



themselves. Lennon concludes, Imagine with, You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one. I 
hope someday you'll join us and the world will live as one." While it's been hard to communicate with 
one another on personal levels, I remain grateful for the patience, kindness, and open-minded nature of 
everyone and can't wait for us all to be together again. Each day we talk about how much we miss 
everyone. These are stressful times, and I send my best wishes to you and your families for continued 
wellness, health, and strength. We love to hear from you, so please let us know what is going well or 
how we can support you. 
  
In the meantime, I am going to keep thinking about songs to inspire my address to our graduating 
seniors, and will look forward to sharing that with all of you when the time comes! 
 
 

Will all my continued best, 

Dr. Peter Giarrizzo 

Superintendent of Schools 
 


