
Thursday, March 19, 2020 

Good afternoon, North Shore!! 

The Shawshank Redemption is perhaps my favorite movie of all time. I've always loved the 

character development and the prominence of hope as an enduring theme. While we all feel a 

little "restricted" right now, if we are smart and vigilant, practicing appropriate social distancing 

of staying at least six feet away from others in groups less than ten, we will all have our 

"Shawshank Moments," before we know it. Distancing with the aim of flattening the curve is so 

very important. I've noticed many of you utilizing the track and field, as well as our fields and 

playgrounds. I think this is terrific but must implore you to use social distancing. I am 

currently looking at camera footage of individuals playing lacrosse and running next to one 

another at the high school stadium. Please be smart! 

I wanted to update you on efforts for today. Teachers and administrators have been finalizing 

our plans to begin our online learning tomorrow. 

The guiding principles of our work are threefold: 

Our work with students should be interactive and focus on student and teacher engagement. 

The focus of our work should be on quality versus quantity. Teacher responses should be 

prompt, and engagement will be monitored carefully and reported to our counselors and mental 

health staff for personal follow-up as needed. 

Students will be responsible for submitting purposefully designed work aimed at ensuring 

continuity of learning, and teachers will be responsible for providing high-quality feedback. This 

is wholly new territory for us in public education, and you can expect it to evolve over the course 

of time. We promise that we will be nimble in our responsiveness and know that this will likely 

be imperfect. 

Each principal will be sending more specific information tonight regarding our expectations 

about online learning and screen time. You will see that the expectations will vary based upon 

the level (elementary school, middle school, high school) that your children are attending. This 

will be sent to both faculty and our families. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

reach out for assistance at the school level. We are always here to help you. 



Andy Dufrense said in The Shawshank Redemption that, "Hope is a good thing, maybe the best 

of things, and no good thing ever dies." As we continue to move forward, let us continue to be 

our best selves by being patient, kindhearted, and hopeful. As I keep saying, together, we will 

get through this, and together we will emerge stronger because: 

We are North Shore. 

Go Vikings, Go!!! 

With all continued best always, 

Peter Giarrizzo 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


