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Glen CoveAvenue And The
Morning Rush

By: Jessica Lillis

Since the first day of school this
year, the morning traffic on Glen Cove
Avenue has often been atrocious. What
should be a two-minute drive down Glen
Cove Avenue often becomes a twenty-
minute commute. Not only does it add to
the stress of getting out of the house on
time, but it also causes many studentsto be
latetofirst period. SophiaBanner, ajunior,
said “ Without traffic it usually takes me
about four minutesto get to the school from
my house. Now, if thetrafficisbad, it could
takeme15”. OliviaAlbicocco, also ajunior
at the High School said, “A few times the
traffic was backed up all the way to the
Dunkin Donuts on the corner of Glen Cove
Avenue and Downing Avenue, so | had to
get out and walk in order to make it to my
first period class on time”. Students and
parents aren't the only ones noticing the
issue; Ms. Chimeri, asocial studiesteacher
at the High School, said “ | think that the
traffic issue is one that has been going on
for a while, but it seems to be getting
increasingly worse. So | think inthemorning
is definitely when teachers, parents, and
students are a little bit frustrated that you
could be stuck at a light for a very long
time’.

But what is causing the traffic
to be so backed up?A primary factor inthis
congestion is the similar start time for the
Middle and High Schools. This leads to
students and staff from both schoolstrying
tofilter through onetrafficlight at the same
time; also, a lot of the traffic issues are
caused by children that cross the busy
avenue anywhere they want; thisisnothing,
but dangerous. Parents are even often seen
dropping their kids off on the side of Glen
CoveAvenue or Kissam Lane, whilein the
middleof traffic.

Therearemany other thingsthat could
be contributing to the congestion problem
though. Because of COVID-19, a myriad of
sudentsthat usudly take the busto school are
choosing to drive with their parentsin order to
keep their distance from other students, which
results in more cars on the road. In addition,
there is only one entranceway open for both
schools, sofamiliescoming fromeither direction
onGlen CoveAvenue aredl tryingtogettothe
sameplace Findly, after the"four corners’ there
are d9o five 9de dreets thet feed onto Glen
CoveAvenue. Someof these sreetsare packed
with carsin the morning as people ssethem as
potentia “short cuts’ to Glen CoveAvenue. Dr.
Dolan, the Didrict’s Interim Superintendent,
explained, “The geography of it is definitely a
contributing factor. |1 have spoken to the
policemenwho areout thereand they say that it
is not notably worse, but it has aways been

bad.” When everyone is trying to get to one
place, from one single lane main road, & one
time, traffic is bound to be an issue. Changes
need to bemadeto accommodatefor theamount
of people comingin and out of thearea.

School has been openfor abouit five
monthsnow and there hasyet to be any attempt
made to try to rectify the problem. Opening
another entrance at either school could
potentialy reduce the number of carstrying to
enter from Glen CoveAvenue. According to Dr.
Dolan, the Todd Drive entrance into the High
School hasbeen gated off sincethe 80'sand he
doesn't know why. Opening this entrance for
public usewould redirect awholecommunity of
peopleaway fromthemanentranceof theschool
and decreasethetraffic. When asked about Todd
Drive, Ms Chimeri said*“ | haveheardthat there
isanother entrance on Todd Drivethat hasbeen
closadfor many years. .. it seemslikethat would
be the most cost effective solution and the
quickest”. If by chance it's not open because
thehomeownersthet live near to it do not want
it to be, which many speculateisthereason, an
individual could argue that having traffic by
oneshomeisarisk hetakeswhen purchasinga
dwelling right near aschool. A lot of peoplefed
that there is dready alot of traffic driving by
these homesanyway, so what'sthe differenceif
the entranceisopen. Ancther option could beto
make the start time of the High School and
MiddleSchool ahit further goart fromoneanother.
Currently the Middle School beginsat 8:00am
andtheHigh School a 8:05am. Starting oneof
theschoolseventen minuteslater or earlier could
make abig differenceintraffic patterns, but the
High Schoolers and Middle Schoolers share
buseswhich could causeascheduling problem.
However, having students from each schoal be
on Glen CoveAvenue a different timeswould
definitely easetraffic and stressleves.

Whenaskedif theBoard of Education
is aware of the traffic problems around the
schoolsandif itisdoinganythingtohdpassuage
theissue, Dr. Dolansaid“ Yes. | know thet | have
shared thenewswiththem. Any discussonabout
it would bein public’. He added, “the Board is
contemplating atraffic sudy of theared’. Data
discoveredinthetraffic study isimportant, butis
it the mogt efficient and cost effective way to
solvethisproblem?

Thetraffic on Glen CoveAvenueand
the surrounding side streets is not only
inconvenient, but it also makes the roads
dangerous and puts more stress on
students/faculty to get to school on time.
Safety and efficiency arethe most important
factors when it comes to getting to schoal.
If no changes are made, the problem will only
grow worse. Asacommunity, itisimportant that
werecognizethese problemsand work tofinda
quick solutionthat will benefit themgjority.

North Shore Athletes: Dressed For

Success?

By: MiaPerciballi

According to North Shore High
School’s principal, Eric Contreras, the
building currently hasroughly 800 students
in attendance, and provides as many
classes, extracurriculars, and athletic
opportunities as a school with close to
3,000 children would. It's clearly awell-
rounded school that allowschildrento excel
in many different areas, such astheater or
Robotics. Athletics-wise, the North Shore
School District’ swebsite statesthat, “ Over
70% of North Shore students participatein
interscholastic athletics’. So why with
such a high participation rate are players
constantly complaining about the lack of
new uniformsfor their Varsity teams?

Uniform concerns may be
specifically about old jerseys, having too
few sizesavailablefor theteam, or smply
the outdated, non-attractive style of the
uniform. AsaVarsity athlete myself, | can
say from first-hand experience that these
complaints are constant and warranted.
North Shore needsto improvethesituation.

Many athletes at North Shore
High School say that the school does not
provide proper uniform sizes and that the
outfits players receive for the season are
often old, torn, and sometimes even stained.
Talented teams with All-County athletes
should not be stuck with old uniforms. They
also should not have to worry about
whether or not everyone on the team is
able to get a uniform that fits properly.
Furthermore, uniforms that do not fit
athletes well can impact a player’s
performance onthefield or court. Athletes
want to be comfortable; they should not
haveto worry about the safety pin holding
their skirt to their body. North Shore's 2022
valedictorian, Kate Gilliam, has been an
athleteontheVarsity Lacrosseteamfor six
years, and the Varsity Baskethall team for
four years. She explained that her teams
have received new uniformswhile she has
been playing on them, but she has found
issueswiththem. Gilliam said, “Anissuel
have noticed over theyearsissizing. A lot
of girlsare stuck wearing uniformsthat are
way too largefor them.” Problemslikethis
can befound acrossall teamsat the school.
Members of the Men's Track and Cross
Country teams say that they simply do not
have enough uniforms to dress their team
and that athletes who should be wearing
mediumsare stuck with extralargejerseys.
Salutatorian Emma Nelson has played for
theVarsity Field Hockey team for four years
and the Bowling team for three. She stated
that no team she has ever been a part of
has received new uniformsduring her time
on them. She also talked about sizing and

quantity issues: “ Thereare simply not enough
[uniforms] to dressafull Varsity squad. There
are only acouple of small and medium skirts,
causing alot of conflict over who gets these.
The girls who end up with the ill-fitting
uniforms are forced to then spend the next
eight weeks representing North Shore High
School inuncomfortable, oversized uniforms.”
For the bowling team, Nelson goes on to
explain, “Athletes are given a polo to wear.
These shirts, similar to thefield hockey skirts,
can only be found in sizes M-XL.” Overall,
sizing is a big issue with the Varsity sports
uniforms. Gilliam offers a solution to this
problem. She says that if student input was
considered when new uniforms are ordered,
they would be much more satisfied and
comfortable when playing. After all, athletes
know what uniforms will allow them to play
their best.

Many of the coaches at North Shore
are, however, content with their team’s
uniforms, and find working with the Athletic
Office a positive thing; but still, not every
coach ishappy with what histeam has. Kevin
Dahill, the coach of the Women's Golf Team
since 2019, says that he has never received
new uniforms for his team since he has been
coaching. He also says “Other schools and
programs often have nicer and newer uniforms
than we do”. Peter Scala, the coach of the
Men'sand Women’s Swim Team saysthat they
do receive new swimsuitsand swim capseach
year due to wear, and because of the chlorine
environment; however, this was not always
the casefor the swim teams. Scalahad to make
it clear to the Athletic Office that a new
swimsuit is needed for each swim season.
Somemembers of theteam actually remember
when they were asked to keep the same
swimsuit for as long as they were an athlete
on the team.

Themost recent uniforms purchased
at North Shore High School were for the
baseball team during this past 2020-2021
school year. Women's basketball uniforms
were also purchased for this 2021-2022 school
year, but they were backordered, possibly
because of the pandemic. Unfortunately the
uniformsdid not arrive in timefor the start of
the season. Kate Gilliam says, “If this issue
had been tackled earlier, asolution could have
been found prior to the start of the season.”

Neither athletes nor parents seem to
be aware of the process involved when it
comesto getting new uniforms, or of thecycle
theuniformsgo through, from Varsity to Junior
Varsity, and that ispart of the problem. Parents,
and especially student athletes, should be
informed on thissubject; it might makefor less
complaints around the school. Don Lang, the

(Continued On Page 2)
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Athletic Director of the North Shore
School District, says that every five to
six years new uniforms are purchased
for Varsity teams. The old set for Varsity
is then passed down to Junior Varsity.
However, some uniforms get replaced
faster than others based on wear and
tear. For example, if ateam goesfar into
the playoffs, and would therefore play
more games, it may need new uniforms
faster than another team that does not.
When it comes time to order new
uniforms, Lang sits down with the
coaches to have a conversation about
what they specifically need for their
team. If the needs of the team fit with
the budget, time frame, price, and
availability of uniforms, they will be
purchased with money from the Athletic
Budget. This budget changes from year
to year. For the 2021-2022 school year,
it is $55,000. The budget covers every
sport, for both the Middle and High
School. It also covers sports equipment.
Uniforms are discussed annually at the
budget meeting between Lang and both
the Superintendent and Assistant
Superintendent.

It is definitely difficult to
predict what teams will warrent new
uniforms and when. The needs of the
players vary from team to team each
year, and different numbers of athletes
will go out for every team each year,
thus changing the number of uniforms
needed per year. Even so, the uniforms
provided by the school must be
replaced more often than they currently
are.

According to Athletic Director
Lang, new softball uniforms will be
purchased this Spring. Also, the 2022-
2023 school year is scheduled to have
abig push for Fall Athletics. New field
hockey uniforms, as well as both the
Men’'s and Women'’s Soccer teams are
scheduled to receive new uniforms.

The Athletic Department at
North Shore seems to be well aware of
the problems with the Varsity uniforms.
Complaints from both athletes and
parents are often heard at the Athletic
Office. Yes, it is nearly impossible to
please everyone, but this situation
could be improved upon. The opinions
of the athletes themselves should be
considered much more than they currently
are. At the moment, players have no say on
the subject of uniforms even though they are
the ones putting the apparel on their bodies
and representing the Didtrict and this must
change.

North ShoreHigh School’s
Writing Center

TheNorth ShoreHigh School Writing Center supportswritersat all levelsand acr oss
all disciplines. TheWriting Center can help you with writing for school assignments,
contests, applicationsand mor e!

TheWriting Center islocated in theback of thelibrary. Itisopen every school day from
7:20am - 8:00am, and periods4, 5, 6, and 7. Appointmentscan be scheduled at
nshswe.acuityscheduling.com, but walk-insar e alwayswelcome!

JointheWriting Center’ s Google classroom at h3dfbp5.
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The Nobel Peace Prize is

Officially Dead
By: RaymondLin

Thegory of howaNobd prizelaureste
may havedlowed crimesagaing humanity (1) to
be committed under his watch begins with the
dory of Ethiopiainthe1970's Duringthe1970's
Ethiopiafounditsalf under amilitary regimethat
would stay in power until it was overthrown by
acoditionof rebd groupsin1991 (2); key among
them was the Tigray Peopl€'s Liberation Front
otherwise known asthe TPLF. After theending
of themilitary regime, the TPLF helped st upa
government that alowed a szable amount of
independence for ethnic groups. This was
implemented by making theregionsof Ethiopia
mostly based on ethnicity and language, which
seemed to beagood action to takefor acountry
with so many ethnic groups (4). It alowed for
representation of someethnicgroups, but itwould
asopermit someissuesto proliferatelater. These
issueswouldn’'t emergefor sometimeandfor a
few decades the government would be largely
dominated by the TPLF (2). It led the country
through an eraof peaceand prosperity for afew
years, but it had some issues. The TPLF
represented the Tigrayan ethnic group and
despite dominating the federal government,
Tigrayans only represented about 6% of the
population (4). In addition, the TPLF wasnot a
party for liberal democracy or many of the
sandards thet we have in the western world. It
would end up committing actions that are
conddered to be quite distasteful (5).

After years of anti-government
protests caused by the many reports of
government sponsored torture, accusations of
human rights abuses, media suppression, and
other issues, aprimeminister whowasnot apart
of the TPLF won the dection. In 2018, Abiy
Ahmed became the prime minister of Ethiopia
and his reform-minded positions were favored
by many. In hisfirgt year of office, he rdleased
politicd prisoners, backed afemd ecandidatefor
president, removed regtrictions on independent
press, and established a minigtry of pesce (7).
Abiy Ahmed was &ble to bring a significant
number of favorable changesto Ethiopia Amid
these reforms, he dso purged many Tigrayan
officidswithinthegovernment (8). Thiswasnot
met with support from the il rlevant TPLF,
the chairman of the TPLF, Debretsion
Gebremiched, said " thepretext of corruptionand
humanrightsarebeing usedtoettack Tigrayans’
(8). Tensons were growing between the TPLF
andtheEthiopian centrd government. Thisaside,
Abiy Ahmed seemed to be working towardsan
Ethiopia that was more democreatic and had
persigent peace. In 2019 hefinished apeaceded
for aconflict with Eritreathat had been going on
for twenty years. For ending a war that had
reportedly claimed the lives of one hundred
thousand people (9), along with his liberal
reforms, Abiy AhmedwontheNobe PeacePrize
(10). Thiswasamoment of triumphand Ethiopids
position at this point seemed hopeful. But this
view would soon prove too good to be true.
Many of the problemsthat plagued Ethiopiahad
il not beenresolved. Oneimportant exampleto
observeistheethnicviolencethat perssted (11).
Targeting of those in the Amhara ethnic group
washappening concurrently with thereformsof
Abiy Ahmed. But theworst wasyet to comeas
Ethiopiacontinuedinthisbalanceof reformand
harsh actions.

In 2020, Abiy Ahmed postponed
regiond eectionsciting coronavirusasaconcer.
But the TPLF, in its political and military
sronghold of Tigray, refused this notion and
held them anyway (6). At this moment, de-
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-escal ation may have been plausible, but the
Ethiopian government took a hardline
stance and cut off funding to theregion (6).
Due to this and the many tensions that
already existed between the TPLF and the
central government, the TPLF's armed
forces, the TDF (Tigrayan Defense Force),
attacked an Ethiopian military base with a
large quantities of weapons and personnel.
They strengthened themselves and
damaged the Ethiopian’s ability to fight
back. But the ENDF, the Ethiopian
National Defense Force, with
assistance from the Eritrean army and
militiafighters from anearby province,
struck back and were able to push the
TDF out of theregional capital (12). The
TPF then fled to the mountain side and
rural areas. They also employed a hit
and run tactic to wear down the ENDF
(12). Although the TDF would
eventually prove successful in its
attempts and appear to be winning the
war, there is something less temporal
to focus on.

War takes lives throughout
combat and that is to be expected, but
this war included far more than that.
During these few months, massacres
and media suppression occurred.
Ethiopia considered the idea of
canceling the licenses of several media
organizations like CNN, BBC, AP, and
Reuters (13). In the city of Aksum,
Eritrean soldiers killed hundreds (14).
A joint report by the United Nations and
the Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission stated that “[T]here are
reasonable grounds to believe that
gross violations and abuses of
international human rights law [were
committed]” (1). Both sidesin the war
contributed to this and the joint report
also states that “[Claptured ENDF
soldiers in Sheraro, Adi Hageray and
Shire were subjected to torture and ill-
treatment by Tigray forces” (1), aswell
as the fact that ENDF indiscriminately
attacked “health facilities, schools,
places of worship, and houses” (1).

Whether you believe the TPLF
or the Ethiopian central government is
in the right, the actions committed must
be condemned. It istoo easy to not care
about a foreign conflict, and you are
not to blame for that. This conflict
likely has nothing to do with you and it
isonly one of many issuesin our world.
Regardless, it still matters. Thelives of
innocent people have been lost and
others have been greatly impacted by
the conflict in Tigray. It is imperative
that when conflicts threatening people's
lives emerge, support for the people and
condemnation of the creation of the affair
happens. While it is true that the TPLF isa
rebel group and could be considered aterrorist
group, both sidesneed to be held accountable
for the actions they have committed....not
given aNobel Peace Prize. If they are nat, it
doesn’t matter how thisconflict ends because
the absence of change allows for it to occur
again. Change is necessary to improve not
just Ethiopia, but themany problemsthat exist
inour world.

From Eminem To Jack
Harlow: Is There A Way To
Be A White Rapper?

By: VeronicaFrank

23-year-old Jack Harlow aways
wanted to become the greatest rapper inthe
world. Fromthetime hewas 13, Harlow had
created mixtapes and was booking gigs.
Little did he know that his single “What's
Poppin” would hit number two on the charts
in 2020, and his collaboration with Lil Nas
X, “Industry Baby”, would receive over 18
million streams (M oss). Onewould think that
as a person who reached his middle school
dreams of being one of the greatest rappers
of histime, Harlow wouldfedl likean expert
in his craft; however, in an interview with
XXL Freshman Class, a hip-hop radio
station, he stated that he still feels like a
“guest inside a house of a culture that isn’t
his’.

As a white cis-gendered straight
man born in Louisville Kentucky, Harlow
recognizesthat he benefited from hismiddle-
classwhite privilege starting at anincredibly
early age. The genre of rap, born on the
street corners of the Bronx in the 1970swas
a way for people of color to express
themselves through music. The largely
Caribbean, Puerto Rican, and African
American immigrant inhabited borough of
New York City was simultaneously dealing
with an overwhelming percentage of gang
violence, crime, and poverty. Like most
music genres, Hip Hop and Rap were created
out of emoation, primarily stemming from the
rage that people of color were feeling from
the copious amounts of discrimination and
poverty they experiencedintheir lifetimeand
throughout history. A leader in the new
genrewasAfrikaBambaataa, al so known as
“The Godfather”, who was a pioneer and
visionary by using his lyrics to help guide
the city away from violence and drugs (A
Hip-Hop History).

So, in the Bronx, Rap was born:
an African American male-dominated genre
of music, which originated as political and
social justice statements. As the genre
evolved from the 70s, therewas an increase
in Caucasian lyricistsand the attention they
received from the public. From Eminem, The
Beastie Boys, Iggy Azalea, and now Jack
Harlow, Caucasian rappers are not a new
phenomenon; however, rapping started as
acultural symbol for People of Color, so as
Caucasians began to dominate the field
starting in the 90s with Vanilla Ice,
controversy flared.

Culturdl criticsspecidizinginrace
theory and music are asking whether white
Americans are respecting Black culture or
just appropriating it. White appropriation of
Black culture has been seen beforein aspects
such as cooking traditional southern meals
which root back to African dishesaswell as
hip-hop dancing(Lemley). According to
comedian Aamer Raman, Iggy Azadleais a
prime example of the cultural appropriation
seeninrapping. TheAustralian female“acts
out signifiers which the white majority
associates with black culture—
hypersexuality, senseless materialism, an
obsession with drugs, money and alcohol”
(Phillips). Her songs include inappropriate
topicsand lyricssuch asin her October 2011
track, D.R.U. G S: “Whentherelay starts,
I’'m a runaway slave ... master”. Her
problematic approach to rapping, before

2020 was previously ignored due to her
(Continued On Page 4)

CRT: Should It Exist?

By: Matt Malone

Critical Race Theory (CRT) has
been a scorching hot topic across the
United States, especially within the last
year. But, first off, what is CRT? Well, in
broad terms, it is a “way of analyzing
systems, institutions, and power
through a lens of race and racism”
(Dictionary.com). Many people believe
that America’'slaws are constructed in a
way to oppress people of color and
enforce racism. CRT arose in the 1970s
asaresult of the Civil Rights Movement,
an era when people began to fight
against systemic racismin America. CRT
is used to analyze and challenge the
relationship between law and racial
inequality. Glenn Youngkin's 2021
victory for governor over Terry
McAuliffe in Virginia had much to do
with Youngkin promising to stop the
teaching of this philosophy in schools.
However, alot of what CRT is based on
is implicit bias. Because someone is
white, they have the upper hand in
society; now thiswas definitely true 200
yearsago and it ismost likely where this
bias stems from, but to think that white
supremacy still exists today is
completely false. The wholeideaof CRT
should be abolished altogether.

Liberals will use CRT as a
justification for anything to do with race.
Ami Horowitz, an American filmmaker,
recently created a video which involved
asking white people on the streets of
New York City why black obesity rates
are extremely high. As expected, they
said racism was to blame. One woman
even said, “Education is afactor as well
and which also ties into race.” So
basically sheis saying black people do
not know what is right and what is
wrong to eat, which through her eyesis
not aracist thing to say. Others claimed
that big corporations, like Whole Foods,
avoid black communities and therefore
black people do not have places to buy
healthy food; this opinion is also
incorrect. From a business standpoint,
it does not make sense that these
healthy food providers would ignore
any type of community. Next, Horowitz
moved to Harlem and asked the same
question of black people. Before the
interviews were conducted, the camera
reveals a Whole Foods Supermarket
placed right in the center of the town.
Most answers boiled down to the fact
that people choose what they want to
eat. The high obesity rates have nothing
to do with racism. Horowitz asked a black
woman to confirm the following
statement, “In a black neighborhood,
they deal with racism so often in a day
that they stress eat.” The woman
answered with a resounding, “What?’
She then continued to say, “They (the
white liberals) are misinformed.” Trying
to blame systemic racism for problems
in black communities is a completely
incorrect way to go about things
because systemic racism does not exist
anymore. Ben Shapiro, an American
conservative political commentator,
brings up a great question, “Why [do]
white woke progressives think they can

speak for black people.” Thisisnot an
easy question to answer, but it brings
up the point that when white ‘woke’
progressives are in charge,
idiosyncratic beliefs, like CRT, tend to
rise and create more problems and
divisions in the United States.

Critical Race Theory is
divisive; teaching it in schools does
not help this point. Elicia Brandy, a
mother of three, pulled her children out
of Loudoun County schoolsin Virginia
because she believes that “ Our schools
are not for ideology, our schools are
for education.” Unfortunately, some
schools care more about social justice
than they do about more important
lessons. In 2019, The New York Times
started the 1619 Project. Its goal isto
“reframe the country’s history by
placing the consequences of slavery
and the contributions of black
Americans at the very center of our
national narrative.” This project seems
to fixate on race, which causes many
problems within a school’s community.
Fights have even broken out at school
board meetings due to this hot button
topic. These new teachings could hurt
and bring guilt to white American
students for something that had
nothing to do with them. Students now
have no control over what happened
years ago. George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, are
all heroes in American history.
However, they were all slave owners.
Unfortunately, during their time period,
owning another person did not seem
asrepulsive asit does now. Sometimes
race should be left out of the
discussion. If race or racism is
important or relevant to the topic, then
it should not, of course, be overlooked.
However, CRT isacomplex issue, that
if taught in schools, should be saved
for an older audience, an audience that
has the ability to make decisionson its
own and not be influenced by someone
else’s opinion.

Sources:

Horowitz, Ami. The Left
Believes That Black Obesity Is Due ...
- Youtube.com.www.youtube.com/
watch?v=193JhJtILn4.

Interlandi, Jeneen. “ Why
Doesn’'t America Have Universal
Health Care? One Word: Race.” The
New York Times, The New York Times,
14 Aug. 2019, www.nytimes.com/
interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/
universal-health-care.

Parents Fed up with Critical
Race Theory Are ... - Youtube. Fox
News, www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Kgx49-1JrYA.

Sawchuk, Stephen. “What Is
Critical Race Theory, and Why Is It
under Attack?” Education Week, Edu-
cation Week, 21 Sept. 2021,
www.edweek.org/leader ship/what-is-
critical-race-theory-and-why-is-it-un-
der-attack/2021/05.
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demographic of listeners, primarily white
youth, who could not see the problem with
her music.

Now the question is why
Eminem, another Grammy-winning white
rapper, never got the same amount of hate
asAzalea. Critical Race Theory professors
acknowledge that the difference is the
declaration of hiswhite privilegein music
and interviews. Eminem proclaimshislove
for hip-hop culture and in his song
“Untouchable” where he alludes to
American racial tensions in the lyrics:
“Throughout history, African-Americans
have beentreated like sh*t, and | admit there
have been times where it’s been
embarrassing to beawhiteboy.” The newly
famousartist Jack Harlow isalso not being
reprimanded for cultural appropriation
because of his partnership inthe 2020 X XL
Freshman Class, a group of artists
dedicated to spreading awareness of racial
injustice, as well as being a part of local
marches in Louisville, Kentucky for
BreannaTaylor. Harlow even mentions how
although he can “know [racial injustice] is
there, | can never truly know what it'slike
and know how real itis.”

So, the question remains- is
rapping asawhite person aform of cultural
appropriation, or is it appropriate? AD
Carson, an author, rapper, and assistant
professor of hip-hop at the University of
Virginia says it really depends. He claims
that in America, “White anger and
confidence is something rap audiences just
don’'t want to hear as much of anymore” and
especialy with the political atmosphere in
America, where white angry men dominate
politics, whitemen and anger isafatigued motif.
Therefore, rgpping, because of its origin, isa
very dippery dope for Caucasions because
depending on how onerunswithit, he/shecould
end up going number one or being ridiculed
forever.

Sources:

Bump, Philip. “ The Source of Black Poverty
Isn't Black Culture, It's American Culture” The
Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 1 Apr. 2014, https./
wwvitheatlantic.com/palitics/archive/2014/04/the-
sour ce-of-black-poverty-isnt-black-culture-its-
american-culture/359937.

“ FromVanillalceto Mackiemore: Understanding
the White Rapper’s Burden.” The Guardian,
Guardian News and Media, 8 Oct. 2018, https.//
wwwitheguardian.commusic/2018/oct/08/vanilla-ice-
eminem-mackiemor e-under standing-white-rappers-
burden.

“Hip Hop History: From the Streets to the
Mainstream lconCollective” 1conCollectiveCollege
of Music, 26 Nov. 2019, https://iconcallective.edwhip-
hop-history/.

Lemley, Julie. 9th ed., vol. 7, Critique of the
Appropriation on Black Culture by White Suburban
Youth , https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/cgi/
viewcontent.cgi?article= 1096& context=jur.
Accessed 20 Dec. 2007.
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Deforestation Continued In
Amazon Rainforest

By: Yazir Carrillo

The Amazon Rainforest is
under attack. It is being deforested at
arapid rate. Since the early 1960s, the
Amazon has had its trees logged;
about 17 percent of the Amazonian
rainforest has been destroyed over the
past 50 years (Nunez). Lumber
companies can now sell logged trees
to furniture companies (Edwards) or
for other reasons. But why should this
deforestation not be happening?

So what is arainforest?

A rainforest is a forest that gets a lot
of rainfall. They are known to house
more than half of the world’s species
while only covering roughly about
more than five percent of the Earth’'s
surface. There are two types of
rainforests: temperate and tropical.
Some of the characteristics of a
temperate rainforest include having a
moderate climate and a moderate
temperature range with annual rainfall.
A tropical rainforestisaforest thatis
made up of mostly evergreen trees and
has a humid climate with a higher
temperature range. Due to the humid
climate, rainfall is more commonin a
tropical rainforest; it usually sustains
itself via self-watering by using the
humidity of the area to water itself.
When it rains in these forests, plants
catch the water and release it back into
the air which keeps the air wet and
humid.

The Amazon Rainforest is
the most well-known tropical
rainforest located within multiple
South American countries ranging from
Brazil all theway to Peru. Housing over
390 individual trees on 1.9 billion
acres, the Amazon is responsible for
most of the greenhouse gas intake out
of all the other rainforestsin the world;
the Amazon takes in greenhouse gases
like CO2 and turnsit into helpful gases
like oxygen which makes up 21% of the
atmosphere (NASA News). The Amazon
Rainforest contributes to the
ecosystem quite a bit as well. Being
home to over 40,000 different species
of plants, the Amazon is shown to
inhabit many different species of
animals and tribes of humans.
Unfortunately, the Amazon, for the
past couple of decades, has been
being cut down so that big companies
can make money off of them. But in
what ways are the trees being used?

Huge lumber companies are
exploiting the Amazon. Studies show;
“In 1996, Asian companies invested
more than $500 million in Brazil's
timber industry mainly because they
were keenly aware of the speed at
which the forests in Asia are being
cut” (Edwards). Companies in other
regions are continuing to support
deforestation in the Amazon, which
doesn’t help the situation. Illegal
logging in the Amazon is another
contributor to the deforestation scene;
“While laws exist which authorize
logging in designated areas, illegal
logging is widespread in Brazil and
several Amazon countries. A study by
a Brazilian commission showed that

80% of all logging in the Amazon was
illegal during the late 90s” (Edwards).
Illegal logging in Brazil continuesto this
day and the impact is just as bad. The
impact of logging is seismic. The Amazon
Rainforest logging has affected the world
more than some people think; the
deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest is
stoking the fire of the worldwide crisis of
global warming. Without the trees to filter
greenhouse gases, the more that the ozone
layer is affected which is our only
protection from the sun’s rays. Damage
to the habitats of the animals is another
outcome from logging; “little
consideration is given to safeguard
timber stocks for future harvests, and this
leads to the usual litany of biodiversity
loss, over-hunting of wildlife and
subsequent conversion for agriculture or
pasture” (Edwards). Not only are habitats
being destroyed, but the companies that
are doing the damage don’t even bother
planting trees back. Evidence on trees
growing back isn’t promising; “ Scientists
have monitored logged areas to determine
to what extent logged areas can
recover.....A study in a terra firma
rainforest (forested area not affected by
seasonal flooding) that had been logged
and left as such in 1979 showed that
logging stimulated growth, but this effect
was short-lived, lasting only about three
years. After a number of years, growth
rates become similar to that in forests that
have not been logged” (Edwards). Ever
since the beginning of the logging crisis,
trees have not been given the timeto grow
back, which is alarming for the whole
world because everyone and everything
is affected by it.

What are the major impacts of
deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest?
When an ecological location istampered
with, some bad outcomes can occur like
changes in climate and huge amounts of
migration. Since the Amazon is the main
filter of greenhouse gas emissions, when
trees are cut down in there, the climate
changes as well, “which in addition to
removing forest cover, causes a dramatic
change in rainfall patterns and
distribution. These findingsimply that the
current deforestation in the Amazon has
already altered the regional climate. They
also support previous reports of
increased shallow cloudiness over
deforested areas” (WWF: “ Climate change
inthe Amazon”). Removing the trees from
the Amazon would lead to achangein the
world’'s climate, which could cause other
seismic and horrifying changes like the
rising of sealevels.

The Amazon is undoubtedly one
of the most important ecological places
in the world and we must take a stand to
protect it and thus ourselves and future
generations.

Squid GameAnd Its
Rippling Effect
By: KaitlinHo

Squid Game, Netflix’smost popular
show to date, recently amassed more than
140 million households globally. It has also
gotten a4.7 star rating out of 31,743 ratings
on Google. Squid Gameisacommentary on
capitalism and human greed, asin the show,
indebted, desperate contestants in South
Koreaplay roundsof childhood gamesfor a
chance to win a large sum of money. If
contestants are unable to pass the rounds,
however, they are killed, and only the
remaining survivor of all rounds wins the
prize money. Despite the resounding positive
reviews and popularity Squid Game has
been receiving, there's also been concern
about the negative effects the show has on
children.

For example, three elementary
schools in the Fayetteville-Manlius School
Districtin New York banned “ Squid Game”
Halloween costumes in 2021. This is after
staff members witnessed students at recess
emulating aspects of the show. Craig Tice,
the superintendent of the Fayetteville-
Manlius School District states, “1t would be
inappropriate for any student to wear to
school aHalloween costume from this show
because of the potential violent messages
aligned with the costume.”

Parentshavedifferent opinionsonthe
ban. LarissaBrenner, aparent of two Fayetteville-
Manlius middle schoolers, believes the ban is
acceptable, “ 1t'snot anew practi cefor the school
to say that certain things are off-limits for
Halloween. They've dways said, do not bring
wegponsto school, even toy weagpons, aspart of
your cogume” However, CBSNew Yorkreported
that other parents believe the schodl’s ban on
Syuid Gamecostumesisoverbearing. Oneparent
dated “It's a costume, just don't let your kids
watch the show.”

Aroundtheworld, theviolent behavior
childrenexhibited during recessinNew York has
asooccurred. The BBC reported thet the Central
Bedfordshire Council in England stated,
“some primary-aged children in one of
our schools were behaving
aggressively on the playground while
replicating games from the Squid Game
programme.” On a Belgium school’s
Facebook post, “the loser gets
punched” as a substitute for the player
losing hislife.

L arissa Brenner, a parent who
believes the ban is acceptable and has
seen Squid Game, explains that “it's
entertaining, it's good for adults, but |
wouldn’t want my children to be
exposed to that in school. The schools
kind of have to strike a balance between
what’s safe for the kids and what’s free
speech.”

It comes down to whether it is
the responsibility of parents to limit
their kids" accessto violent shows such
as Squid Game, or the responsibility of
schoolsto limit the “mimicking” (Tice)
of the violence conveyed in the show by
banning costumes. Netflix rates the show TV-
MA, gppropriate only for children ages 16 and
older, but it till reeches younger children and
results in the replication of the violent actions
depicted. Ultimately, school is where students
interact with one another and are supposed to
fed safe. Thus, aplace of education istherefore
legally and ethically responsiblefor the safety of
its population.



FEATURES 5

30 I sFabulous

By: Gabi Ditrapani

Adele’s 30, one of the most
anticipated albumsof 2021, isnow out on all
platforms. Demand for the album was
expected to be high. “Easy On M¢”, the
album'’sfirst single, broke streaming records
onevery platform, collecting 24 million plays
on Spotify alone on the day of its release.
Adele tells reporters that she is ready for
the pressure that comes with topping her
last album, 25, revealing that she's excited
for fans to hear her new music. Like all
modern albums, you could stream Adele's
30 worldwide the day of itsrelease.

INn2019, Addefiledfor divorcefrom
her husband of two years, the charity
executive Simon Konecki. The couple have
ayoung son who is happily being raised by
the both of them. Though they split, thetwo
still maintain a good relationship, and this
inspired her to create 30.

She compared the music found on
30 to “that friend who, no matter what,
checked in on me even though I’ d stopped
checking in with them because I’ d become
so consumed by my own grief,” adding“1’ve
painstakingly rebuilt my house and my heart
since then and this album narrates it”.
Alongside her new album, came Adele's
drastic weight loss of 100 pounds, which,
she told fans in her recent interview with
Oprah, inspired her to come such along way.
Shemadeit clear that it was not intentional
to lose weight, but she just needed to do
something. So, she started to go to the gym.
Adele added that getting aroutine like that

in place was a step towards the right
direction and releasing music again. Losing
such asignificant amount of weight not only
changes the physical appearance of a
person, but her mindset aswell. Losing this
weight showed the change in Adele’s
mindset through her music. She had not
released an album in years and you can tell
viaher lyrics on 30 that thereis an obvious
shift in her maturity level; she has, sincethe
release of 25, been through moreinlifeand
now she is ready to open it all up to her
fans. For example, inher song‘ Easy On M€,
she says*“go easy on me, | was till achild,
didn’t get the chanceto feel theworld around
me”. This line in particular captures her
realization of growth and maturity and how
much her life has changed for the better with
age. To show the importance of this album
to Adele, she even got Spotify to take the
shuffle button off of this album, aswell as
al others. She wants to keep the songs in
the same order as the artist wanted them as
they tell astory.

Accordingto Chartmetric, Adele's
Spotify monthly listeners (a 28-day period)
grew morethan 2.37 million after therelease
of 30. Her albums are so important
because they inspire listeners to help
themselves grow mentally and

emotionally, just like she did. Overall, |
would say that Adeleis and has been one
of themost influential muscial artists, and
| do not see that changing anytimein the
future.

Injusticeln TheMusiclndustry: A
Sory WeKnowAll TooWdll

By: CharlotteMar chioli

Taylor Swift,asmal-towngir fromVest
Reading, Pennsylvania, first took the music
industry by storm with the release of her debut
sdf-titled abumin October of 2006. Likeher later
albums, her debut record seamlessly blends
country with pop and leaves no questions as to
whether Swift'simmensdly rich and descriptive
gorytelling skillswereevident eveninher earliest
work. Sincethen, Swift has grown an enormous
fan base, won deven Grammys, and sold over
200 million abums worldwide with nine sudio
abums Someof her latest releasesincludestudio
abums Folkloreand Evermore, whichwereboth
recorded and released in 2020. Theseabumstake
Swift into a new era of her songwriting career,
takinginfluencesfromfolk musicand dternative
rock. Following Evermore, Swift rel essed another
record in April that earned widespread acclam
and success. Thisabum,however, did not consst
of new music; thisalbum was Fearless (Taylor's
\ersion). The origind Fearless was released in
the Rl of 2008. Why would Swift re-record and
release her own abum? She is dready regping
financid benefitsfromtheorigina release right?
Sheownsher music, right?Wrong. Andfor Swift,
not being given the chance to own her musicis
something shenever saw coming, not eveninher
“Wildest Dreams’.

It may come as a shock to know that
most artistsactualy do not owntheir ownmusic.
Thismeansthat amgjority of famousartistsdecide
tosignonwith big-dedl recordlabesearly inther
careers. In most cases, these record labels
essentidly gain the rights to the music and regp
the financid profit of it. In exchange, the artists
have the chance to have their music played on
bigger, mainstream platformsand aregiven more
opportunities and promotion that independent
atigts are not aways granted. Most times, the
atigisgiventhechancetobuy back their masters.
In June of 2019, it was announced that Scooter
Braunand hiscompany IthacaHoldingsL L C had
acquired Big Machine Label Group in a three-
hundred-million-dollar dedl. Thismeant that now
Braun had ownership over Swift'sfirg sx abums.
Swift publicly shared her discontent with thedeal

and declared thet it had aways been a priority
for her to own her music. She atacked Braun,
cdlinghim“thedefinitionof toxicmaeprivilege
inour industry.” It seemslogica thet al artists
should own therightsto their masterpieces, but
thesadtruthisthat very few actudly do. Swiftis
not one of theseartists, but she may havefound
aloopholein the system.

In November 2018, Swift left Big
MachineL abel Groupandsgnedwith Republic
Recordsand Universd Music Group, whereshe
hasfull ownership over therecordsshereleased
under thelabd. Thisincludes Lover, Evermore,
and Fearless. With the release of Fearless
(Taylor’s \ersion), Swift announced that this
album would be the start of numerous re-
recordingsfor her.

Just weeks ago, Swift released are-
recording of her highly acclaimed album, Red:
Red (Taylor’s\ersion). Theabumisyet another
beautiful display of Swift's unmatched
storytelling as well as her ability to blend pop
sounds with her country roots; this coherent
record tells the heartbresk and complexities of
growing up and finding oneself through
relationshipsand experiences. Swift'ssongsgive
lisgenersaclear lensintothesestrugglesthrough
imagery that iscompletely uniquetothe 32-year-
old super-gtar. Thetrack dsoincludesnew songs
featuring artists such as Ed Sheeran, Phoebe
Bridgersand Chris Stapelton, along with aten-
minuteversonof her beloved, heart-wrenching
balad, “All TooWdl”. Therecordisher longest
yet, oanning 30 songslong and it hasreceived
rave reviews and much success within just a
few weeks of its relesse. “All Too WI” has
become the longest song ever to reach the
Billboard Top 100 chart and the abum broke
Spoatify’srecord for themost sSingle-day streams
forandbumby afemdeartist.

Swift's determination to gain back
ownership over her music cataog is a further
exampleof her srengthasanartist and her drive
to create equaity within the music industry.
Therewill clearly bemoreto comefromsucha
powerhouse.

Successfor the North Shore Masquers Perfor mance of
The Curious I ncident of the Dog in the Night-Time

By: SophiaMar chioli

From Friday, November 19th to
Saturday November 20th, 2021, the North
Shore High School Masguers performed The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
time for the community. Aaron Brateman, a
first-year theater teacher at the school,
directed the complex play which takes place
in the suburbs of England. One night, the
main character, a teen named Christopher,
discovers that his neighbor’s dog has been
murdered. He attemptsto solvethe mystery.
However, through hisinvestigation hefinds
out even more gripping information that
ultimately changeshislife.

Early on in the play, it becomes
evident to the audience that Christopher
experiencestheworld in adifferent way than
most people, and according to the AANE
(TheAsperger Autism Network), heiswritten
to beautistic. Granted, it is never explicitly
stated that Christopher is autistic, but he
shares many traits associated with someone
who ison the high end of the spectrum. For
instance, he doesn’t understand why people

act in a certain way or why certain things
are expected of him. Christopher also has
difficulty communicating and interacting
with people. In the opening scene of North
Shore High School’s rendition of The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
time, Christopher, played by Junior, Sarah
Barnett, can be found in a state of panic,
whining inthemiddle of the stage. Director,
Aaron Brateman, commented on the process
he went through to select Barnett for the
intenserole, saying, “In that audition room,
she blew everyone away, not just with her
performance, but with what she said too.”
He then went on to explain that Barnett
advocated for representation of
neurodiverse characters, as she herself
identifiesasneurodiverse, meaning that she
displays some characteristics which are
neurologically atypical. Brateman added that
he then knew he couldn’t choose anyone
elsefor therole of Christopher: “It just had
to be her.”

I ssues regarding representation

of neurodiverseroles have in fact become
quite common nowadays. In the 2021
film Music directed by pop singer, Sia,
Maddie Zeigler, awell-known figurein
the world of dance, portrays an autistic
girl who struggles with speech. When
the trailer was released, Sia received a
great deal of criticism for hiring a
neurotypical actress, someone who
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its members were able to build strong
friendships with one other. Additionally,
during the show, most of the cast
members never |eft the stage. Even if they
weren’'t performing front and center, they
sat in the background and watched
intently waiting for their cue. This made
the audience understand that there was
a strong sense of community present on
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Two Nights
Only:

Friday January 28th and
Saturday January 29th

Seniors
Night Live

Directed By:

EllaBlumenthal
MiaCrocco
Mathew Miraglia
lan Zhan

Co-authored and
Performed By Many
Members of
The Class of 2022

The Holiday Season and Beyond

By: Niko Savrianos

The holiday season of 2021
has come and gone. It was a time to
give back, help one another and be
together. Since it was alittle hectic for
some people, here is a run-down of
some thingsto do that might have been
missed....and yet, can still be done!

So, who does not love
toys, especially around the holidays.
Well, Toys R Us, which, for decades
was known for selling only those
types of items, dates back to 1957
when a man named Charles Lazarus
brought this store to light.Toys-R-Us
eventually reached its peak, having
over 1,400 stores and controlling 25
percent of the global toy market.

After decades of being able
to be a patron of this well-known,
popular, successful business, it filed
for bankruptcy in 2017, asit was 7.9
billion dollarsin debt. Thiswas due to
its inability to keep up with the
changes in the business world, such
as online shopping and customer
service. Nevertheless, this company’s
tragic downfall has not stopped Toy R
Us; infact, it is coming back stronger
than ever by having Macy’s by its
side. Yes, the company’s name
returned to store shelves during the
holiday season when it solidified
having its own section in over 400
Macy’s locations across the country.
So, without hesitation, as soon as you
can, run to your nearest Macy’'s and
check out the latest toys.

Some of the other great
things that you might have missed
during this past holiday season, but
can still check out can be found in
New York City. So, for your
consideration, here are some of the

most popular attractions. Just remember:
all visitors ages 5 and over must display
proof of vaccination upon arriving at
these places. Also, masks must always
be worn indoors.

Broadway: Enjoy live theater or
musicals performed by some of your
favorite actors. Some of the fabulous
shows that are currently playing include
Aladdin, Hadestown, Dear Evan Hanson
and Wicked.

Hudson Yards: Check out the
Vessel or eat at one of the many
restaurants found here after a long day
of shopping. Thisis quite the site to see.

Levain Bakery: This bakery is
known for having lots of peoplelined up
outside on aregular basisjust waiting to
get a taste of the four types of cookies
that it’sknown for. There arefive different
locations of this bakery in Manhattan.
Check each one out.

Strand Bookstore: If you love
to leisurely wander around a good
bookstore and check out &l of the new titles,
this one is for you. It is the largest non-
commercialised bookstoreinthe City andit has
two locationsthere. There are so many goodies
to check out that you can spend hours taking
them all in. Plus, this bookstore has been
features in numerous movies and televsion
shows that you probably have seen.

TheHigh Line: Want totakeanice
walk in the City? Then check this site out.
It's built on afreight rail aove the streets of the
West Side. Thereisplenty of natureand art totake
in dong the pathway.

During the holiday season, creste many
memoriesand makethem count. Theaboveplaces
areonly afew to consider visting either now or in
thefuture holiday seasons, but the most important
thing to remember isto bring your friends and

family withyou.

New Pandemic Calls For New Protocols

COVID-19hesdearly hedadgnificant
impact on the entire world, especialy when it
comes to restaurants. Most of these
establishments are run in remarkably similar
ways. For example, traditional American
restaurants are mostly indoor-eating only; yes,
some offer outdoor seeting, but the tables are
often tightly packed together, and so thereisa
lot of dloseinteraction between customersand
srvers. Becauseof COVID however, restaurants
had to creste awhole new way to operate.

When spesking with Alex, whoisan
employee a the Sea Cliff Subway on how the
edtery has dedt with COVID, he stated that,
“Becauseof COVID, wehadtohavelesstables
insdesothat wecould soread them further gpart,
and wear masksat dl times” When asked if he
thought COVID and the new protocols
restaurantshad to put into effect asaresult of it
had a more positive or negative effect on the
restaurant, Alex added, “ | think morecof apostive
impact, because cusomerswere happy that we
introduced new protocols to keep them safe’.
What this loca Subway has done is just one
exampleof how restaurantshave dedt with the
challenges COVID has created to keep
customers and staff safe. However, when
compared to other restaurants, Subway did not
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By: Aquinnah M cDer mott

need to make any major changes.

Another person | interviewed
regarding COVID and the effects it had on
restaurants was Lia Butindari, the manager of
TreSordlein SeaCliff. Whengpeskingwith her
about how her restaurant hasdedtwithCOVID,
she said, “At the very beginning, we couldn’t
let anyoneindde; it wastake-out and delivery
only; it was hard on our restaurant”. When
asked how things changed as COVID rates
darted to improve, she stated, “We could let
people into the restaurant again, we reopened
our dining room, and wemade outdoor segting
available, but masks are Hill required in the
restaurant.” Like Subway, the manager of Tre
Sordledsobdieved that thechangesthey made
for COVID had amore positive effect on the
restaurant, and they may even keep some of
thechangeslong-term, likethe outdoor seating.

When COVID began in the United
States, most restaurants smply shut down.
This was obvioudy terrible for business, for
there were no customers, and no way to make
money. “Asmany as 110,000 restaurantshave
closed since the pandemic was declared,
according to the National Restaurant
Asociation, and food service sdeshavefalen
$255 hillion in the year Since” (ny.ester.com).

Despiteal the setbacksthat the restaurant industry
faced, alot of thesefood establishmentswere soon
able to re-open ther take-out business, however,
they were till not making enough revenue. That's
when creeting outs deseating swoopedinandredly
helpedtosavetheday. “Last year, morethan 10,000
restaurantscity-wide[New York] wereapprovedto
serve outdoors. That number is likely to increase
thisyear” (“What New York”).

One may think that because of dl the
changes restaurants had to make, that they would
il bedoing poorly; fortunately, at both restaurants
| dedlt with for thispiece, they thought the changes
they had to make had a positive impact on ther
operations. At Subway it was because the
customers felt safer with the new protocols they
introduced, and & Tre Sorelle, the customersliked
the new seeting options.

Overdl, COVID badly hurt therestaurant
industry a the beginning of the lockdown, but a
plethoraof thesurviving esterieshave been ableto
cregte new protocolsto keep cusomers safewhile
il earning revenue. However, with Omicron, the
new variant of COVID going around now,
restaurants have gill not been able to achieve full
re-opening Satus, and many arerevertingtosmpler
set-ups and protocols that they had when COVID
wasat itspeek.

Rockin’ The New
Barn

By: Jordan Lillis

After yearsof indecisonabout where
theNew York Idanderswould play their games,
they findly haveaplacetocal home. Thenew
UBSarenain Elmont, Long Idand hditsdebut
game on November 20th, 2021 with roughly
70,000 fans in atendance. But the question
dands, isthis new arenaworth the 1.1 billion
dollars spent to build it.

Since 1972 the Islanders have
played on and off at Nassau Coliseum in
Uniondde, Long Idand. In the year of 2014
they movedtothewell-known BardaysCenter,
homeof theBrooklyn Nets. Then, from 2018to
2020they played homegamesin Brooklynand
onLongldand. Thisattempttohavemorefans
attend gamesfailed as Brooklyn wasnot well-
suited for hockey and The Coliseum, wasjust
well, old. Ever snce The Idanders started to
play a Nassau Coliseum, which, according to
Clarence Camphbell, the 1984 President of the
NHL, is “the best place to watch a hockey
game’, Nassau Coliseum had qudlities that
every hockey fan wants such as great views
fromevery seat, terrificacoudtics, and acentrd
location on Long Island that was easily
accessible for most fans. Every gamewasthe
same, withaloud and funenvironment for fans
of dl agesto attend. Although this arenawas
greatly suited for theldanders fans theowners
il wanted to attract even more fans in an
updated space. Because of this, they built the
UBSArena

After yearsof waiting, theldanders
findly havetheir new arena. Owned by agroup
of investors, the UBS Arena has many
substantial amenities, most of which are
different from thosethat werefound at Nassaul
Coliseum. Firgt off, there are new restaurants
that do not just serve your “typica” food; fans
canindulgeinthingslikesushi, sdads, nachos,
and cheesesteaks. Shaguille O'Nea even
debuted hisnew chicken store, Big Chicken, a
the Arena. Another thing that UBS boadts is
the suites, private clubs, and boxeswhich can
cost upto$50,000for just onegame. They have
utilities such as waitress service, private
bathrooms, and a great view of the ice. The
Arenaa so hasmany morebathroomsthanthe
Coliseum so that fanscan avoid long lines. So
far, Idanders fansareremaining loyd and the
UBSArenahas been full of noise and energy.

Although there are obviousy
benefitsto the new Arenathere are dso some
negatives. Thelocationismuch lessaccessible
for many people. Since it is on the border of
Queensand Long |dand and more south, there
isagreat dedl of trafficand to get there; sofrom
atown like SeaCliff, it takesabout 50 minutes
before game-time. Then, when arriving, the
parking lot is usudly full and the scene is
chaotic. With construction till happening,
somepeoplemust park evenfurther away from
theArenaandwill haveuptoalsminutewak.
Inorder to get better parking, afan must pay 30
dollars or more per game, which is 10 dallars
more expensive than it was at the Nassau
Coliseum. Ancther thing to look at is prices
within the Arena. For me and my father to get
two dinnerscongsting of chickentendersand
fries, and two sodaes et the Market restaurant,
we had to pay sixty dollars.

Onapersond note, it felt greet tobe
back onthehomeiceandit wasexcitingtowatchthe
gameinanew location. It wasvisgitor- friendly with
hdlsthat were spacious.

So after weighing the positives and
negativesof the UBSArena, | find it to be aperfect
new homefor the New York |danders.
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North Shore Men’'s Swim Team Makes Waves During Its
2021-22 Season

By: Julia Capitelli

North Shore High School’s Men's
Swim Teamheededintothe2021-22 winter Season
with the swvimmersfeding excited to beback in
thepool a LIU Post. Their previous season had
been shortened and moved to the Spring dueto
QOVID.

North Shore has never won a County
Championship nor aConference Championship
forMen'sSwvimmingand now, withasmdlerteam
than it has been in past years, the team did not
aim to achieve any extraordinary
accomplishments. Freshman Benito DiGiuseppe
sald hesmnply hoped that theteamwould come
in at leadt third in its conference, the fourth of
four. The god was put even more smply by
Senior Barry You: “just winmests.”

Coach Peter Scda said he wes “just
hoping to be competitive’ this season. After
losing 12 svimmers last year, seven of whom
wereseniors, theteam'ssizehad beencutin half.
“[1] think some kids dropped due to just being
too busy,” Coach Scala added. “ Seems like
studentsare overbooked these days.” With only
12 swimmers, it was going to be difficult to
compete againgt teams that had numbersin the
twenties. Larger teamshad morefreedom to put
svimmers in fewer races. Smdler teams were
forced to put the same people in more races,
causng them to tire more quickly. Coach Scda
gppeared however, to be more concerned with
theimprovement of the 12 svimmershehad. “|
wanted to seethat thekidswerewillingto compete
againgt the other teams, not be intimidated and
try different strokes,” he said, “All those things
are what help make them successful.” The 12
members this season wereNathaniel Brower,
Lucas Contreras, Brett Cowan, Andrew Davies,
Michael Dey, Benito DiGiuseppe, Vincenzo
DiGiuseppe, Jared, Domiguez, Benjamin Ryan,
DenizUcku, Peter Xiao, and Barry You.

Aside from winning swvim meets, the
team aso expressed the desire to get back to a

more typica season. Last year included virtud
svimmegtsdueto COVID wherethecompeting
teamswouldeachswimat their own poolswitha
Zoomst upandalivestreamfor parentstowatch.
Thisseason, some poolsalowed spectators, but
LIU Pogt didnot. Teamsweredlowed totravel to
each other’s pooals for meets, however. Benito
DiGiuseppesaid hefdtlast year’ svirtud format
lessened the drive for competition. “ That redly
impacted my game becausethewhalepart of the
meet isyou get thedriveand theadrenainerush
seeing the other team and stuff like that, but
without that, | don't know, it wasn't the same.”
Additiondly, Barry You wasdirectly impacted
last season because he was ungble to swim for
North Shore; hetravelled to Chinaat the end of
March 2020to participateinafilm production at
a studio he had signed a contract with. This
separdion from the team took some structure
out of hispractice. “I'd say | just [didn’t] havea
systematic training for like ayear and I’ ve just
been doing thingson my own,” hesaid. Hedso
acknowledged that he had some catching up to
dothisseason. Returningtoamoretypica school
year and swim season defintely wasmorehel pful
and mativating for the North Shoreswimmers.
Thisseason, Varsity had threeseventh
graders on the team in Brett Cowan, Vincenzo
DiGiuseppe, and Deniz Ucku. “I was happy to
havethem. | wishwecould havehad more we re
tryingtobuild moreyounger kidsintotheteam,”
Coach Scdasad. Potentially, these three could
remainwiththeteamthroughtheir senior year of
high schoal. That gives them alot of time to
developthar skills “| want to definitely get faster
and stronger. | want to get better timesin races,”
sad Cowan, who plans to stick with the team
through hissenior year. “I want toaso build up
my staminaand get alearning experience from
this” Coach Scdasaid hebelievesthat few high
school studentsjoin swimming because“many
athletes get involved with other sports in their

had someevent specificgods. “I met mogt of my

middleschool years.” But headded that “ It isnot
toolatetopick upsvimminginhighschoal ... our
program seeksto hep swimmersof al abilities’.

Theteam voted Nathaniel Brower and
Jared Dominguez Co-Captains during the 2021-
22 season. Brower is a junior who started
svimming competitively in thefourth gradeand
has been on Vargty since hisfreshman year. He
was named Mogt Valuable Player last season. “|
wouldliketobeCgptain,” Brower admittedbefore
the vote took place. “But that’s not really ahuge
priority.” He said he was more focused on
improving hissvimmingandleeding theyounger
svimmers regardiessof whether hecarried atitle
or not. Dominguez isa so ajunior who gppearsto
bewell-liked amongst histeammetes. 1 know a
lot of thekidsand we re pretty good friends” He
and Brower both spoke to their dynamic as Co-
Captains. They seemed to agreethat sharing the
rolewas helpful to both them and the team. “By
having Jared as Co-Captain, it gave me
reassurance that in the event | was unable to go
toapracticeor mest, hecould bethereencouraging
and leading the team without me,” Brower said.
Additionally, Dominguez pointed out the
differencesin their leadership stylesand what he
personaly was hoping to accomplish in this
position. “Nathanid... is much stronger and
technically inclined, but | don’t think that’ swhat
al Captains should be about; | think it'salot of,
kind of lovefor thesport and al ot of commitmernt,
just to the team itsdlf rather than technical kills,
othat'swhet I'mtrying to strivefor.”

During thispast season, many of North
Shore's mae svimmers fdt they had met their
gods. "My biggest god going into this season
was going under Sx minutesin the 500 free, and
I’venow donethisat threemeets whichfdtredly
goodtoachieve,” Brower said. Asfor someof the
younger swimmers, they also seemed satisfied
withther progress Benito DiGiuseppe, likeBrower,

godls likebeatingmy S0freetime, beetingmy 100
freetime.” For seventh graderookieBrett Cowan,
thegod sweremoregenerd. Hesaid hethinkshis
devel opment thisyear hasbeengood. “I got alot
gronger, and | think my timesgot alot better.”

The team’s biggest issue this season
was being undermanned. While individual
svimmers hed success, the team asawhole did
not quitemeet itsgod. “ Our hopewastobeat the
topofthe conference. We've fallen alittle
bit short just because we’ve had
numbers issues, just it was hard with a
small team and then with COVID
outbreaks,” Coach Scala said. “We're
like the middle of the pack kind of thing.”
However, Coach Scala seemed pleased
with the effort and improvement of his
swimmers this past season. When asked
about awards like M ost Valuable Player
and Most Improved Player, he gave
several names. Scala said that last year’s
MVP Brower was strong again this
season, but now in the running are also
“Peter Xiao, avery talented kid, but he
missed some of the seasons because of
injury... and | think Deniz Ucko as a
newcomer really did a nice job, but
he’s... only in seventh grade himself.”
Similarly while Scalasaid he feels Benito
DiGiuseppe, who was named M ost
Improved last season, improved even
more this year, “Benjamin Ryan, who's
friends with Benito, has really stepped
up alot thisyear.”

North Shore’s Men’s Swim

Team experienced many positive things
this season. It persevered with only 12
swimmers, and many experienced
individual success. While the team did
not finish at the top of its conference,
Jared Dominguez said heis“just proud of what
we ve accomplished with the peoplewe have”
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To Better Serve Our Community
We are Proud to Announce Our New Location

Beautiful Flowers NY

679 Glen Cove Avenue
Glen Head, N.Y 11545
516-801-3937
Looking Forward to Seeing You!

Vivian & Christina

Est. 2015

January 2022
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CONFECTIONS & COFTFEE

NORTH SHORE

MS | HS
STUDENTS

s, SCHOOL DAYS
BUY ONE

GET ONE
50% OFF

e COFFEE  HOT CHOCOLATE

e COLD BREW «ICED TEA
e GELATO e ICE CREAM
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The Pandemic And The Pickleball Push

By: LilianaSella

Saying out of the kitchen is a hard
task for anyone. Who doesn’t get hungry?
However, intherising sport of picklebdl, thetis
oneof thefirg rulesand termsthat anew player
learns....despite how “hungry” heisto teke a
shotandearnapoint. Sowhet exactly ispicklebdl
and why over the past two years hasit become
such afast growing sport in the United States?

As of 2020, the number of pickleball
playersintheUnited Satesisinthemillions. The
game, which had higoricaly been played in
Florida, is fast-paced and competitive and
“according to the Sport and Fitness Industry
Assodiation(SHA), picklebdl participationgrew
by a whopping 21.3% last year as Americans
looked for new ways to stay active during the
pandemic’ (BBC). Thegameitsdfisamyriad of
variousracket styled sportswhichincludetennis,
ping pong and badminton.

All one needsto play picklebdl isa
paddle, awiffle-typebal (thereisadifferent ball
for indoor and outdoor play), a par of tennis
shoes, ane, and of course, a properly lined
court. Inaddition, playerscaneither play singles
or doubles (mixed or same sex). Over the past
year and a half, more gyms, housing
developments and towns, especidly on Long
Idand, have added picklebdl courts because of
the large number of peoplewanting to play this
gamethat goesto 11 points, unlessthe gameis
tiedat 10-10. Thenthegamemust bewon by two
points. Someschooal digtricts high schoolshave
even incorporated picklebdl into their Physical
Education curriculums as have their adult
education programs.

One place in particular that has
recently accepted picklebal is the Glen Head
Racquet Club, located on Glen Head Road in
Glen Head. The picklebal courts there though
aretenniscourtsthat have simply been taped up
to the smaller pickleball court dimensions.
Another place that was actually created for
picklebdl purposesin2019isPickleN Per, located
onBroadhollow RoadinMélville Thisparticular
business hasfour courtsthat only see picklebal
actiondl day every day.

When discussing the age
demographic of pickleball players, Adam

Manddl, theManaging Partner of theGlenHead
Racquet Club, sated thet, “ awiderangeof ages’
tend to play, but mogt range between the ages
of “35 yearsto 65 years of age” Picklebdl is
d'lower impact sport, andthecourtissmaler so
thereis less running.” Thus, middle-aged and
older-aged people find it a more than suitable
workout. Monica DiPinto, the front desk
coordinator a PickleN Par, added that pickleball
is"an easy to learn paddle sport and you don't
need to move much to hit the ball, especidly if
you're playing doubles’. In addition, Adam
Manddll fedsthat most importantly, “ thereisa
nicesodid agpect” topicklebdl sncethe” players
dand dosetogether”. Overdl, picklebdl players
tend to be courteous, friendly, encouraging and
helpful onthecourt. DiPintofed sthat playingis
an opportunity to “make friendships and most
of dl,it'saFUN game.” Onthecourts, onecan
often find couples playing doubles, a parent
playing with higher child, or apair that met at
the courts that day.

DiPintomadementionof thefact thet
PickleN Par’sowner, Tony Biancanidllo, wants
to expand the picklebal experiencein Nassau
and Suffolk County. In the meantime however,
besdesplayinginGlenHead or Mélville aplayer
cangpendtimeoneitherindoor or outdoor courts
in other Long Idand towns like East Meadow,
West Hempstead and North Merrick. The JCC
inRodynevenofferslessons Additionaly, once
players become members at an indoor facility,
they mugt be rated so thet they can play with
those on their level, whether during the
competitive sessons or the socid sessonsthat
areoffered.

Itisdear thatwewill ssemorepeople
playing picklebdl inthenextfew years. Thereis
even an Internationa Federation of Picklebal
and its “goal is to introduce picklebal to dl
nations so that they may embrace the sport as
one of their nationa sports, and ultimately to
achieveofficia recognition by thelnternationa
Olympic Committee(IOC) inorder toestablish
pickleball as an Olympic sport”
(usapicklebal.org).

Overdl, picklebdl isheretostay and
isawonderful way to stay active and havefun.

A Long-Awaited And Well-Earned Victory
For The Vikings Varsity Football Team

By: Jessica Lillis

On November 27, 2021 North Shore
High School’s very own Varsity Football
Teamtook thetitle of Long Island Champions
of Conference Four for the first time ever.
After Senior Quarterback Daniel Quigley ran
for atouchdown against Shoreham-Wading
River inthefirst quarter, junior kicker Michael
Fleming kicked the field goal to make the
score 7-0; then, for therest of the game, North
Shore's powerful defense was able to hold
back Shoreham-Wading River therest of the
game. Coach Madigan, who has been
coaching Varsity football for 12 years, said,
“ We had a good group of linebackersand a
defensive front. Defensively we had a great
game plan for Shoreham-Wading River that
the kids bought in to and understood”. The
beginning of the season started off with an
averagerecord of 2-2. Theteam was ableto
use its losses against Cold Spring Harbor
and Seaford as motivation throughout the
rest of the season to push harder. Nick
LaRosa, astarting junior on the team, stated
“ We didn't have the best start, but we faced
adversity, overcame it and came together”.
And the team really did, ending the season
witha10-2 record.

After interviewing both players
and coaches, it seems the team’s ability to
unite was really the secret to success. Mark
Russo, asenior ontheteam said, “ Weaways
played together and constantly pushed each
other during practice”. While Coach
Madigan confirmed, “ | think they left their
individua goalsaside and decided to become
ateam, play for each other, trust each other;
the selfishness and things like that | eft after
we lost the two games in a row so they
decided to buy in”. This mentality led them
to the championship game, wherethey were
considered underdogs, enabling them to
overcomethe obstaclesthey faced. “Wejust

pounded the rock, did what we knew we
could do, and won,” said La Rosa.

When asked about bringing home
the Long Island Championship title for the
first time in history, Coach Madigan
attributed the victory not only to the players,
but also to the support from the community.
“1 think it's great for North Shore High
School and | think it’sgreat for everyonein
the community, you know the backing from
themand thealumni. Thisvictory isnot only
for our team, but for everyone that's been
involved”. Itisobvious how hard both the
players and coaches worked for this well-
deserved win that will no doubt go downin
North Shore’s history.

The Varsity team included
NicholasLivoti, Peter Liotta, Ryan Freund,
Garret Gates, Richard Cook, Michael Fleming,
Peter Laino, Ryan Camardella, Dylan Roth,
Ryan Mannix, NicholasLaRosa, EricMullen,
Justin Rosen, Michael Granelli,Luke
Potapov, Jack Molesky, Patrick Godfrey,
Danny Sotiryadis, Matthew Laudisio,
Athanasios Alafogiannis, Reece Ramos.
Andrew Fabiilli,Maxim Mokhoff, Issac
Bratter and Kelly Larkin. In addition,
congratulations to Head Coach, Daniel
Agovino, and Assistant Coaches, Craig
DeNicola, Bill Madigan, PJComo, and Scott
Lineman.

Special shoutout to our senior
Varsity players: Dylan Kunkel, Daniel
Quigley, William Feldmann, David Berlin,
Mark Russo, Edward Mullen, Anthony
Santoro, Nicholas Caparella, Joseph
Zuccarello, Andrew Noak, Michael
M cMahon, Leo Ponce, and Matthew Topal.

Andfindly, congratulationsto Reece
Ramos for making Newsday'sAll Long Idand
First Team and Head Coach Dan Agovino for
being Newsday’'s Nassau Coach of the Year!

The Billions Being Spent Before The L ockout

By: Michad Ye

After the expiration of the Collective
Bargaining Agreement (CBA) between Mgor
League Basehd| (MLB) and the Mgor League
Basehd| PlayersAssociation (MLBPA) at 11:59
p.m. on December 1, ML B experienceditsfirg
work stoppage in over 25 years. This puts the
remainder of freeagency a ahdt, asplayerswill
now havetowait until thelockout isover tosign
with teams. Nobody knows exactly when the
lockout will end, but basebal fans have been
givenatredt prior toit beingimplemented, asthis
has been a busy off-season thus far with huge
sgnings happening before the deadline. While
there are fill big-name playersavailable on the
market such as Carlos Correa, Trevor Story,
Clayton Kershaw, Nicholas Cagtellanos, Kris
Bryant, and Freddie Freeman, agood amount of
the 2022 freeagency dasshasdready cashedin
with mega-deals. With many teams on therise
after acquiring ser tlent, thelandscapeof MLB
hasdradticaly changed. Who arethewinnersof
the off-season thus far and how do their rosters
look heading into the 2022 ML B season?

TheTexasRangerslast madethepost-
Sseason in 2016 and haven't won 80 gamesin a

season since then. This past season, the team
traded away itstwo best playersin Joey Galo
and Kyle Gibson at the trade deedline, both of
whomwereAll-Sarsin 2021. Whilethesemoves
indicated the team'’s plans of rebuilding at the
time, it wasnot afraid to spend bigmoney afew
months later in free agency. The Rangerswere
able to solidify its middle infield for the
foreseeabl efutureby sgning both Corey Seeger
and Marcus Semiento long-term dedl's. Seeger,
27, was given amassve ten year $325 million
contract after coming off of another productive
year offensvely. In95 gamesfor theDodgersin
2021, hehad adashline of .306 BA/.394 OBP/
5219 G(.9150PS) andan OPSt+0f 145 (Bashdl
Reference). Whileinjuries have dwaysbeen a
concernwith Seager, when heisonthefield, he
has proven to be an lite shortstop. Semien, 31,
was handed aseven year $175 million contract
after coming off of a bounce-back season in
which hefinishedthirdinMVPvating. In2021,
he played dl 162 games for the Blue Jays and
hadadashlineof .265BA/.334OBP/.538SL.G
(.873 OPS) with 45 homerunsand a7.3 WAR
(Basehall Reference). Not only isSemienoneof

the best hitters in the league, but he dso plays
GoldGlovecdiber defensewiththeversaility to
play shortstop, second base, and third base e a
highlevel. The Rangerstill have many holesin
its team and won't be a contender just yet, but
the Seager and Semien additions certainly give
its rebuild a boost with two franchise
cornerstones.

Despitebeingoneof themostimproved
teams during the last off-season, the New York
Mets disgppointed yet again in 2021, finishing
with arecord of 77-85. Things didn't look any
better coming into the off-season, as sarting
pitchersNoah Syndergaard and Marcus Stroman
were pending free agents. While both ended up
signing with new teams, the Mets made bigger
moves to compensate. They brought in one of
the best pitchersin the league in Max Scherzer
and added big pieces for the lineup in Starling
Marte, Mark Canha, and Eduardo Escobar.
Scherzer, 37, wasgivenathreeyear $130million
contract, making him the highest paid player in
the league on an average annua vaue basis. In
179.1 1P for both the Nationals and Dodgersin
2021, the three time Cy Young winner posted a

246ERA witha0.864 WHIPandanERA+of 166.
Scherzer will now beinthesamerotationas Jecob
deGrom, forming oneof thebest sarting pitching
duosinMLB higtory. Marte, 33, received afour
year $78 million contract after coming off of a
career year with both the Marlinsand Athletics.
In 120 gamesin 2021, hehad adashlineof .310
BA/.3330BF.4589_G(.841 0P withanOPS+
of 132 andaleagueleading 47 Solenbases Marte
brings somemuch needed speed and ability toa
Mets lineup that underperformed last season.
He's dso been a solid defender at center field
throughout his entire career. With these new
acquistions, theMetsnow haveamorebaanced
lineup and abetter teeam overdl. Asof right now,
the team will likely be competing next season
with the 2021 World Series champion Atlanta
Bravesfor theNL Eadt title. The Mets' success
will mostly depend on the hedlth of itsplayers.

Thishasbeen one of the stronger free
agent classes with superstar tdent available at
amogt every position. With thelockout, baseball
fans haveto wait to find out wheat their favorite
teemwill do. Until thenext CBA isreached, there
isno baseball.
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