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Newest Celebrities

By: JuliaCapitelli and Veronica Frank

Thisyear’sfour foreign exchange
students have been quite the popular topic
at North Shore High School these past few
months. According toAlbert Bergman, al17-
year-old from the Czech Republic,
“Everyone seemsto know my name”.

Principal Eric Contrerassaid that
he thought North Shore was “ Just the right
place to help [the exchange students] feel
at home”. After the prolonged period of
isolation COVID-19 brought, Mr. Contreras
wanted to help the High School students
feel closer to other partsof theworld. Thus,
inviting exchange students from four
different countries to attend North Shore
was an opportunity to give our student
body ataste of life outside of Long Island.

Contreras, when discussing the
accessibility of extracurricular activitiesfor
the exchange student, said that the students
“Arehereto participateinthefull spectrum
of activities”. The students can take
advantage of the arts programs, sports
teams, and the various club options here at
the High School. He wanted to challenge
the students in a new environment,but
support them in any way they may need.

Andnow aQ andA withour local celébrities:
Name: Albert Bergman

Age: 17

HomeCountry: TheCzech Republic

Q: What made you want to participate in

the exchange program?
A: Both of my siblings were exchange
students. My brother went to

Massachusettsand really loved it; my sister
went to London.

Q: Why did you choose Americato come
to?

A: | wanted to play lacrosse because it is
so good here; plus, my brother had a great
timehere. My sister said however, that there
were too many exchange students in
London so it was not a true exchange
experience.

Q: What has been the most surprising thing
about attending school in America?

A: Theschool day in Czechismuch longer.
It'smorelike8-10 hoursof school; the bresk
between classes is ten minutes and each
classis45 minutes. The maximum number
of periods a student can haveis 12. Also,
all required classesare with the same people
where as here there are so many different
people in each class.

Q: How hasit been making friends here?
A: English is not my first language and |
am normally very extroverted, but the
language barrier made it hard to express

myself”. At this point though, | have made
alot of friends. | live anormal social life
here.

Q: What is something you hope to get out
of this trip/school year?

A: Europe and America do things very
differently when it comes to politics and
culture. | want to figure out how thingswork
in America, by seeing important events
happen and understanding why and how
they happen.

Name: Mila Frank
Age: 15
Home Country: Germany

Q: Why did you choose America to
come to?

A: | really liked how the school system
works. Like how you can do different
subjects other than math and reading. |
like photography and bake shop. Those
arereally fun!

Q: How is the academic life here
compared to the onein Germany?

A: In a foreign language, it's much
harder to understand subjects like
English and history. But in my foregin
language class (French), | feel much
more ahead of the other students.

Q: Have you been able to get into the
extracurriculars here?

A: | tried out for the volleyball team
and | played with the JV team. The girls
on the team were really friendly and
kind to me.

Q: What is one thing that you find
difficult about your new American
school?

A: Thelength of the school day is much
longer here than it isin Germany and
the homework level is alot more. So |
would like to have less homework and
more time to hang out with my friends
during the day, because | feel like |l have
no time now.

Name: Maia Nisim
Age: 16
Home Country: Argentina

Q: Where are you from in Argentina?
How does high school there differ from
here?

A: I'mfrom BuenosAires and in school,
we don’t have choices... Like here you
have options to choose from class-wise
and in my high school in Argentina, you
don’t have options.

(Continued on Page 2)

Meet North Shore High School’'s  Say HelloToDr. M abrouk: N.S.’sNew

|nterim Assistant Principal

By: MiaPerciballi

A smiling Dr. Maram Mabrouk
recently sat down with me in her new
welcoming and homey office hereat North
Shore High School. Asof August 20, 2021,
Dr. Mabrouk is an Interim Assistant
Principal here.

Before becoming an Interim
Assistant Principal, Dr. Mabrouk was not
too far away fromthe administrative offices.
For the past 14 years, she had been ahistory
teacher at North Shore High School. She
taught Theory of Knowledge and Global
History. Dr. Mabrouk was inspired to
become a history teacher because of her
role models: her grandmother and mother.
Her grandmother worked as an elementary
school teacher, and ultimately became an
elementary school principal. Dr. Mabrouk’s
mother had alove of history and exposed
her to it at ayoung age; thus, she decided
to explore the field further, and a history
teacher was born.

Dr. Mabrouk, who is originally
from Bethpage, attended Hofstra
University. Whileworking on her Master’s
degree there, she met a future colleague,
Mr. Brian Rodahan, who is currently a
social studies teacher here at North Shore
High School. He was a teaching assi stant
in a socia studies education course Dr.
Mabrouk wastaking. He passed her resume
along to the North Shore administrative
team, and the rest is history (no pun
intended).

Even though Dr. Mabrouk misses
seeing the students in her classroom
everyday, she is excited to be the Interim
Assistant Principal. She says that it is
everything she imagined and more. Yes,
her work as Interim Assistant Principal is
much different from her work as a history
teacher, but nevertheless, Dr. Mabrouk
demonstrates great problem solving and
listening skillsand isadjusting quite well.
With her new position comes a new
perspective of the school; Dr. Mabrouk
now sees how the combined efforts of
everyonein the building makesthe school
awonderful place; sheadds, “Anyjobisn’t
worth doing if the people you work with
aren't amazing”. Overall, Dr. Mabrouk
lovesthe community that has been built at
North Shore and she is working towards
making that community even stronger. One
of the most obvious ways she is building
the school community isviaher open door
policy. She encourages communication
between students and teachers as well as
with faculty and staff in the building.
Additionally, she wants to make sure that
the students of North Shore know who she
isand that they can cometo her office and

talk to her. Dr. Mabrouk wants both students
and staff to feel comfortable and supported in
asetting where they have room to grow at the
High School. Improving the school
environment is a necessity, and Dr. Mabrouk
isright on top of doing just that.

When Dr. Mabrouk is not meeting
with teachers/parents/administrators,
scheduling things, or attending school events,
she loves seeing shows and plays at North
Shore. She believes that it is important to
incorporate the arts into education. She says,
“Freedom of thought and creativity are some
of the most important components of an
education and those are two cornerstones of an
artseducation.” Dr. Mabrouk wants to make sure
that North Shorestudentsfed happy inthebuilding.
Oneof her top prioritiesisto cresteacomfortable
environment for kidstolearmand explore. Therefore,
the Interim Assistant Principa states that the
studentsof North Shore High School should, “ Try
anything and everything” academically... Try
different things'.

Dr. Mabrouk, “practices what she
preaches’. During her downtime, sheenjoysyoga
and meditation. Shetriestodoat least thirty minutes
of yoga aday, followed by & least afive minute
meditation. She is dso a socid person and has
definitely made sure to maintain her friendships
regardless of how demanding her new position at
the school is. While some people may think that it
would be difficult to transition from employee to
boss, Dr Mabrouk bdlieves that no metter what
yourtitleis, at theend of theday, every teacher and
administrator has the same goal: to create an
environment wherestudentscanlearnand explore
ther interests comfortably.

Dr. Maram Mabrouk has been a
beloved member of the North Shore High
School family for quite some time, and it
sounds like she will now leave her mark as
an administrator. She has her goals set for
the school and is excited to make things
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Q: How do youlike attending school here?

A: lloveit. | fed likel’minamovie InArgenting,
wedon't have sportslikethisand wedon't take
itredly serious | practicecheerleadingand | have,
dmogt every day, practice.

Q: Have you made friends with North Shore
Sudents and how did that come to be?

A: The friends that | have now, they are from
chearleading. Sol think joining portsasaforeign
exchangestudentislikethekey for mekingfriends
becausein dasskidsdon't redly talk.

Q: What's something you've seen a North
Shore that you wish you had at your school in
Argentina?

A: It's so different. | think that the options thet
you have - like you have the chance to create
your own scheduleand you get to choosewhich
classes you would like to be in. You can dso
change your classes.

Q: What's something you have at school in
Argentinathat you wish we had here?

A: Between each cdlass wehavealittlebresk for
10minutesand here, like, you havetohaveafree
period to haveabresk. If not, you havelikefive
minute, but in five minutes you can only go to
your next class.

Name NicolaL udano
Age 17
HomeCountry: Italy

Q: Whereareyoufrominltay?How doeshigh
school therediffer fromherg,if atal?

A: I'm on the Southern part, in [the] south of
Italy, between Rome and Nagples in a medium
szedcity caled Formia. ... Inthefirstyear of high
school, they choose a dass for you... you're
going to share five years of high schoal with
[the] peopleinyour sameclass.

Q: How do youlikeattending school here?

A: It'sgood. It'sredly different from the school
in Italy. It's longer, you change classes, you
changedassmates sothisistotdly different from
Italy. But,it'sredlly cool.

Q: How istheAmerican lifestyledifferent from
whereyou refrom?

A: Frg of dl, you have less time in the day
because the school day is longer and you do
goorts... In Itay, and in the European system,
the schoal day islikefive hoursso you havethe
rest of theday for going out andjust doingthings.
Q: Have you made friends with North Shore
Sudents and how did that cometo be?

A: Yes expecidly with the people | share my
lunch period [with] becausel havetimefor talking
with them, so [these are] the best peoplewho |
relaeto.

All four of North Shore's current exchange students are thriving in their new school. In addtion,
their new classmaesarethrilled to have them here. Wel ook forward to seeing themin our halways
and classrooms for the rest of the school year.
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To Thrift Or Not
To Thrift

By: CarolineWinchester

Throughout our history, pop
cultureand our artistic expression havelong
cycled through different trends. From the
rise of abstract art in the 20th century to the
addition of pantstowomens wardrobes, the
things we think of as “cool” are constantly
changing along with our values. Pants for
women mirrored the women’s suffrage
movement happening at the same time;
abstract art conveyed a new purpose of
imagination and involvement in art forms.
Our newest trend? Thrifting. It's a way to
fulfill our promisesto the planet and satisfy
our inner desires for uniqueness.

With the help of social media and
online marketplaces, thrifting, the act of
purchasing items secondhand, especially
clothing, has become increasingly popular
among Gen-Z for anumber of reasons, one
being a higher focus on sustainability.
Working conditions in most major fast-
fashion companies, like SHEIN and H& M,
arefar from ethical in order to mass produce
an ever-expanding variety of products. Also,
the rate at which we buy and discard our
clothing aswedecideitisn’t cool or exciting
anymore is astonishing. According to data
from the Environmental Protection Agency,
17 million tons of clothing ended up in
landfillsin 2018 done. By buyingitemsused,
we're cycling old pieces into new homes,
preventing more clothes from being mass
produced, and eventually ending up in a
landfill aswell. You know the saying—one
man’s trash is another man’s treasure.

In addition, thrifting our clothes
provides uswith the satisfaction of knowing
that no one else is wearing the exact same
pieces. It buildsour sense of individual style,
something much deeper than just the
clothes we put on our body. Our choicesin
clothing represent an identity that we're
proud of and want to express to others.

However, many have reservations
about the impacts that wealthier people’'s
increasing desires to thrift can have on
communities. Are people buying
secondhand simply because it's “trendy” ?
Many of the same people who in the past
used to consider thrifting asdirty now view
it asfashionable. A common concernisthat
thrift storeswill runout of clothing, but even
with a bigger crowd of thrifters, 84% of
donated clothing still endsup in landfills,
according to the Environmental
Protection Agency. A more important
concern though, is the gentrification of
thrift storesin lower income communities.
When large crowds of people from
wealthier neighborhoods shop in thrift
stores away from their own area, they
drive up the prices, often making things
too expensive for locals who depend on
it for affordable fashion.

A solution? Not to stop thrifting
all together, but to simply limit over
consumption and stick to stores in your
own community. A similar thing goes for
purchasing clothing in general. It’s not
awful to buy clothes new, but we have to
be aware of how fast we're discarding
them. To achieve true sustainability, we
must alter our mindsets when it comes to
purchasing items and how much we let
society’s standards of what is cool and
what is not influence us.

Google: Simply Put,
It’s Everywhere
By: RaymondLin

The Guardian: “ Googl e breaks 2005
promise never to show banner ad” (1)
CNBC: “GoogleclosesitsFithit
acquisition” (2)

Ford: “Ford and Google today announced
aunique strategic partnership” (3)

These quotes all embody a central
dogmathat most companies have; they wish
togrow their servicesand revenue. Thereis
onedirection that companieswant to go and
that's upwards. Google has this in mind
when it undergoesitsusual business, selling
ads based on peopl€e's data (4). But Google
doesn’t want to let its business grow
passively; instead, it istaking action to have
an even moredominant positionintheworld.

A world without Googleisaworld
with many troubles. Googl€e's importance
should not be diminished sinceitswebsites
are some of the most visited in the world
and play arolein many people'slives(5). If
Google or YouTube went down, millions
would be complaining. In addition to
YouTube, Google has other popular apps
and services such as Google Maps, Google
Docs, and Google Chrome (6). The company
has been building up an arsenal of
applicationssinceit launched BackRub, the
initial name of what would become Google
(7). Google hasbeen doing thisbecauseit is
aforward-looking company with interest and
investmentsin many fields. In thisendeavor,

Google has found large success
such as in the case of Google Chrome and
Gmail. However, Google hasn't only had
success; it has failed quite a few times.
Google Glasses, Pixel 4 gesture control, and
Google Plus are all examples of failed
initiatives. (8) Precious time and resources
had been poured into these projects, but
ended up as dust in the wind as they were
canceled for being irrelevant. These faults,
however, are vindicated due to its
extraordinary performance elsewhere.

Google continues many of its
practices from the beginning, innovating
and entering new fields. It has expanded by
acquiring companies left and right and
gaining access to new technologies and
ideas. After all, Google becameasignificant
player in web video mostly due to its 2005
acquisition of YouTube (9). Google's map
business is based on acquisitions as well
(20). In line with this, it recently acquired
Fitbit (2). Thisacquisition seems strange if
one is out of the tech loop; why would
Google buy a smartwatch company? It
seemsodd until realizing that Google created
Wear OS, an operating system for smart
watches. By acquiring Fithit, the corporation
can improve the software and how it is
implemented on products. Google directly
benefitsfrom improving the quality of Fitbit
watches since it al'so owns Fithit now. The
acquisition of Fitbit allows for Google to
improve its software division and
incorporate another thriving business into
Google’s apparatus. In addition to
acquisitions, Google also pursues
collaborationsto expand its business. It has
partnered with Samsung, another behemoth
of a company, to better Wear OS (11). and
spread its use by having Samsung’'s
smartwatches use Wear OS. Another
industry Google is greatly interested in is

(Continued On Page 4)

A Tale Of Two Presidents

By: Matt Malone

President Joe Biden is just in the
juvenescence of his presidency, and
regardless of what side of the aisle someone
ison, it's fair to say that things are not
smooth sailing so far for the former vice
president. According to CBS, Biden's
approval ratings have dropped 19%to amere
38%, closing in on former President Donald
Trump’s 35% imprimatur at about the same
time spent in office as Biden. But why are
these ratings so low in thefirst place? Well,
Trump madeamyriad of changesinthe early
stages of his presidency, including the
tightening of the borders and the
strengthening of the economy. Biden, onthe
other hand, has also made many changes,
but they seem to be less popul ar. For one, he
has redefined the definition of freedom with
vaccine mandates. In addition, Biden is
pushing to pass an infrastructure bill that
will spend money on helping the country’s
armature, but it will come at a huge cost to
Americans.

With regard to the US-Mexico
border, Biden has|eft the border wide open.
With animmense quantity of peopleillegally
crossing theborder, the Biden Administration
announced that it will “begin deporting
Haitianswho have gathered in the thousands
at the southern border in the past week after
illegally entering the United States’ (New
York Times). Biden's attempt to remedy the
situation angered both Republicans and
Democrats. Senator Tom Cotton (R-AR) says
doing this worsens the crisis much more in
that he promised the illegal immigrants
citizenship and now he is breaking his
promise by deporting them. Representative
Ilhan Omar said, “Instead of stepping up
deportation, we should be halting it. It's
shameful that from administration to
administration our cruel immigration policies
remain.” It seemsthat whatever Biden does
canand will gowrong. Trump’spolicieswere
eerily similar in that they too turned away
migrantstrying to cross the border illegally.
These regulations help decrease crime rates
and remove another problem from the United
States' aready full plate.

The President also introduced new
vaccine regulations that defy the United
States Constitution. Biden's authoritarian
mandate will force employerswith morethan
100 workersto requiretheir employeesto get
vaccinated or tested weekly for Covid.
Governor Tate Reeves of Mississippi said,
“This is America, and we still believe in
freedom from tyrants.” It should be
someone's choice whether or not he wants
to get vaccinated. Forcing someone to get
vaccinated is overreaching and stripping
Americans of their freedom. On September
16, 2020, during a White House press
briefing, no one “stated that vaccinations
would be mandated” (USA Today). Trump
was not going to mandate the vaccine and
not because he thinks it doesn’t work. As a
matter of fact, he said, “ The vaccines do
work.” However, the decision should beleft
up to theAmerican peoplerather than having
the vaccine forced on them. With these
regulations, President Biden focuses the
anger of the American people on the
unvaccinated, therefore vilifying the
unimmunized.

Lastly, Biden'sinfrastructurebill will

seek to spend money on fixing roads and
bridges, giving Americans clean drinking
water, and modernizing the power grid to
help combat climate change. However, much
of this will come at a cost; the number of
jobs available to Americans will decrease
due to corporations getting taxed
substantial amounts of money. Also, it's
nicethat the conditions of roadsand bridges
will improve; however, there will be few
people using them considering that there
will be lessjob opportunities. On the other
hand, Trump improved “major economic
indicators-from GDP growth toinflation and
unemployment rates’ (Fortune). Intheearly
stages regarding the economy, Biden and
Trump did amost the exact opposite. Trump
improved unemployment rates, while Biden
will raisethem, and Trump helped decrease
inflation, while Biden helped increase it.
Thisisevidenced by theincreasein natural
gas prices which “have surged more than
180% over the past 12 months’ (CNN).

Everyone has his shortcomings,
some do have more than others. Biden as
president has struggled much more than
Trump. He has hurt the American people
more than he has helped it. Unfortunately,
the majority of people saw Biden as the
better option to fill the presidency. Trump,
who had a solid four years of being
president, fell short in 2020, but, oh boy is
he now missed by many.
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the auto industry and so it underwent a
collaborationwith Ford. Googlecalleboratedwith
Ford to provide them with software and alow
them to use Google’s machine learning
capabilities (3), giving Ford an advantage over
othersintheautoindustry. Google a so benefits
from this since people will be using Google's
software and products like YouTube in their
vehicle Googlehasbeenexpandingitsbusness
with the future in mind and succeeding. This
was made gpparent when DegpMind, one of
GooglesAl labs findly tured aprofit afterlosng
hundredsof millionsof dollars(12).

Google hasahunger for growth, and
it's sated by the ever-growing line of services
and products. It hasdirectly developed phones,
wirdess earbuds, smart home gppliances, and
dozensof other products(13). Googlemay have
darted as away to get to websites, but it now
provides so much more. It keepsitseyesglued
tothefutureandwheregrowthispoised. Google
will engage in the world of technology for as
long asit existsand will keep growing asmuch
asit can, cregting partnershipsand new products
as the years pass. Google's technology
endeavors, such asinArtificid Inteligenceand
Quantum computing, (14) will lead to progress
foritsbusiness But it candoevenmore; Google
could provide a bigger benefit to not just the
shareholders, but mankind. The company has
committed to several humanitarian efforts and
recently announced a“$1 billion investment in
Africasdigitd transformation” (15). Notonlyis
this a gesture to support other humans, but it's
aso an attempt to expand. Google has arather
exclusive hand in opening a market to new
customers Thesetypesof ectionsarewha make
Googleacaptain of indudtry. But it' stoo easy to
hype up Google's endeavors, Google is not
perfectandit may fail quiteabit. It'simportant to
think critically about facets of our world and
condder multipleviewpoints Evenwiththisview,
it's hard to deny that Google is expanding and
succeeding. The average person should keep
up with what is hgppening in the world and
Googleisimportantinthisworld.
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The Covert Enemy

People of various ages have
many problems they must face every
day. Sometimes their problems are big
and sometimes they are small;
sometimes they are because of one’s
own choices, and other timesthey are
involuntary and out of his control.
When faced with a problem, some
people tend to discuss it with their
friends and family, while others try to
solve it on their own. Oftentimes,
however, people, specifically
students, must produce a solution to
one specific problem that is not always
so obvious. This problem is something
they have had no time to prepare for
and are caught off guard. Students
must face this problem on the spot and
produce the right solution immediately.
What is this problem you ask? Peer
pressure isthe covert problem we are
all not prepared to face when it arises.

One thing about peer
pressureisthat you often do not know
it is happening. This hidden problem
can appear out of nowhere and often
thereisno planto avoidit. The victim
is usually unprepared. Therefore,
having a plan is your most important
weapon against peer pressure. Peer
pressure leads to people feeling tricked
into doing things they would normally
not do. Therefore “Students need to
always be on alert and learn to
recognize peer pressure”, says Heddy
Zirin, M.D. Pediatrician at Woodbury
Pediatrics of Long Island. According
to Dr. Zirin, “There are some strategies

By: NikosStavrianos

that can help students avoid falling into
a trap, and planning with mom and dad
about your solution to apossible situation
is the first step.”

The most crucial step isto learn
to recognize peer pressure by discussing
afew scenarioswithafamily member or friend.
Doing this will make you ready and have a
strategy asto how to deal withit whenit arises.
Your first step to fighting against peer pressure
isto have aplan. Having aplan will help you
instantly have an exit and feel comfortable
enough to use it once you recognize that it
is happening. Personally, my way to exit is
to give an excuse. A simple “I don’t want
to” has been a useful phrase in my life. |
have practiced with my parents and
according to Mrs. Paula Stavrianos, a
teacher, “You do not need to give any
explanation.” Second, we must become
familiar with our inner voice, which isalso
called our “gut feeling”, and learn to listen
to it. “If you feel pressured and need
someoneto help you make theright decision,
talk to someone outside your groups such
as afriend, parent, coach, or teacher,” says
Mrs. Tsigos, a school psychologist at a
middle school in Flushing, New York. Finally,
to avoid falling victim to peer pressure, ask
yourself, “Is this worth the risk and the
consequences? Is this something | will be
proud of myself for doing?’ If the answer to
these questions is no, you know what you
should do.

Recognizing peer pressure asthe
covert problem will help you deal with it a
lot more easily when it does happen to you,
and you are caught off guard. Peer pressure

is simply manipulation. Understanding
this will help you not feel tricked and
foolish the next time you are about to fall
into the trap and feel pressured to make
the wrong decision. That pressure you
experiencewill be easier to handleand rise
against. Being true to yourself and your
val uesisthemog important way to not fal into
peer pressure. Your friendsshould know youwell
enough to not ask you to do something that will
make you uncomfortable. If thisis not the case
though and you fed pressure, you should know
that they arenot loyd friendsand that you should
try to bewith peoplethat helpyou fed better, not
worse. Bottomline, takeatimeout, ligentoyour
inner voice and make the decison thet makes
you fed proud.

Sources.

Dr. Heddy Zirin, Board Certified
Pediatrician, Wbodbury Pediatrics.

Mrs. Jennifer Tsigos, school
Psychologigt, Flushing, N.Y.

Mrs. Paula Stavrianos, Licensed
Fpecial Education teacher, Rodyn Schools.

What The Wildfires Out West Mean For New York

Since 1932, the West Coast of the
United States has experienced destructive
wildfires. However, at the turn of the
twenty-first century, the rate of these
wildfires grew exponentially. This year,
from late June to early August, Oregon
experienced some of the deadliest wildfires
ever. Raging across one million acres,
whichisthe size of Rhode Island, thefires
werelethal to many of thoselivingin areas
of highrisk. It wasnot possiblefor residents
to contend with the potentiality of wildfire
smoke entering their bloodstream and
causing inflammation, as well as
exacerbating bronchitis and respiratory
infection.

Commonly known as the
“CaliforniaWildfires,” theseinfernos that
occur during theU.S.’ssummer monthsand
are caused by pollution, lightning, and
terrible droughts have continued to damage
the West Coast. The fires that were
affecting the East Coast were in Oregon.
Asaresult of the wildfiresin Oregon, the
air quality levels reached 500; the normal
air quality is around 30; the highest level
of pollutants are carbon monoxide, sulfur
dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, airborne particles,
and aerosols.

For thosewho havelived onthe
East Coast for over 20 years, the increase
inwildfiresisadistant, dmost unreal event
that isonly seenin variousvideos, pictures,
and news articles. However, this year

By: Veronica Frank

during July, New Yorkers woke up to a hazy
sky and a sun that was giving off an unusual
orangelight; these changesin the environment
wereawarning to New Yorkersthat thetragic
firesthat were happening 2,000 milesaway are
becoming a problem closeto home.

Toreachthisfar east, the smokefrom
the Oregon fireswastravelingonwhat iscalled
thejet stream. Thisplanetary wind systemisa
band of fierce winds that flow from west to
east whiletransporting weather at high speeds.
The Northern jet stream is what caused the
smoke to rapidly come to New York from the
West Coast. These smoke particles traveled
over 3,000 miles, and affected the air quality,
aswell asthe color of the sunrise and sunset.
What many Americansare now realizing isthat
if the dangerous smoke from the blazes can
reach that far from the source, the crisis that
was once contained to one coast is going to
become nationwide.

A cause of the destruction of
wildfires is the ever-changing climate that is
increasing in average temperature every year.
Although over 85% of the fires are caused by
humans dropping cigarettes, burning debris,
and leaving campfires unattended, forests,
with the warming of the planet, are becoming
even more susceptible to burning. Wildfires
are asymptom of global warming in northern
latitudes, such as Oregon and Canada. Dueto
global warming, the northern latitudes are
experiencing droughtswhich leavetheforests
and plains more prone to burning. In contrast,

New York does not experience wildfires
because planetary wind belts bring up the
southern maritimewindswhich havealarge
amount of precipitation, thus removing the
risk of drought.

With citiesin northern latitudes,
such as Portland, Oregon, and San
Franciso, Cdlifornia, experiencing higher
than average temperatures each year, the
American environment and the health of
itscitizensare going to bein jeopardy. This
means that the hazy skies and orange light that
New Yorkers saw this past July and August are
clearly not going away; and if anything, things
are going to get much worse.

Sources:

Finneran, Michad. Widfires: A Symptom
of Climate Change. 24 Sept. 2010. NASA,
www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/featureswil dfires.html.
Accessed 28 Sept. 2021.

Jenner, Lynn. “ Widfire Smoke Crosses
U.S On Jet Sream” NASA, 24 Sept. 2020. NASA,
wwwinasa.govlimage-feature/goddard/2017/wil dfire-
smoke-Crosses-us-on-j et-stream. Accessed 28 Sept.
2021.

Newburger, Emma. “ Smokefrom\W\estern
wildfiresis harming air quality on the East Coast.”
CNBC, 21 July 2021. CNBC, wwww.cnbc.comy/2021/
07/21/wester n-wil dfire-smoke-reaches-east-coast-
hurts-air-quality.html. Accessed 28 Sept. 2021.

Wildfire Causes and Evaluations. 27 Nov.
2018. National Park Service, www.nps.gov/articles
wildfire-causes-and-eval uation.htm. Accessad 28 St
2021.
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Pfizer Vaccine Approved By FDA; What
Now?

By: Yazir Carillo

Ever sincethe emergency approval
of thePfizer Covid vaccine on December
11th, 2020, many people have been
skeptical about it; however, now that it
has been officially approved by the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA),
people can hopefully go back to living
normal lives again; what does it mean
though to be approved by the FDA?

The Pfizer jab is a Covid-19
vaccine that was developed by husband
and wife Dr. Sahin and Dr. Ozlem
Tureci. Dr. Sahin and Dr. Ozlem Tiireci
developed the Pfizer vaccine by creating
what’s called an mRNA vaccine. An mRNA
vaccine is a shot that uses the genetic
code of a virus instead of using a
weakened version of the virus like in
other shots such as the one for Influenza.
The jab works by using the genetic code
of the virusto alert your body’s cellsthat
it needs to create antigens for the virus.
The shot does this by entering the body
viaasyringe and then it goes to work.

The vaccine has shown

promising results; “ Pfizer revealed earlier
today that its jab was proven to be 90
percent effective at preventing Covid - on
what experts hailed a “great day for
humanity”
(Mullinand McDermott). The vaccine has
been proven to work effectively and if
people the majority of people receiveit,
things can start to calm down.

Now that the Pfizer vaccine has
been approved by the FDA, it is more
readily available; “While this and other
vaccines have met the FDA's rigorous,
scientific standards for emergency use
authorization, as the first FDA-
approved COVID-19 vaccine, the public
can feel quite confident that this
vaccine meets the high standards for
safety, effectiveness, and
manufacturing quality the FDA requires
of an approved product,” said the
acting FDA commissioner, Dr. Janet
Woodcock. The FDA isagovernment-
run agency that decides what products
are safe for public use, in this case, the
Covid vaccine. Many vaccines have not
been approved by the FDA which has
left, for some, a bad reputation for the

There are over one billion global
users on TikTok and even though the
platform was created for people to express
themselves viavideos, it isalso a space for
peopleto bethemselves and not feel judged.
It has made thousands of people, including
teens, famous for developing videos and
having fun.

Currently, the most followed
person on TikTok is 17 year old Charli
D’ Amelio who has 125.8 million followers
and atotal of 9.9 billion overall likes from
every video put together. Thefirst video she
posted was of herself and afriend. D’ Amelio
was just following the trend she saw on
TikTok and didn’t expect to eventually go
viral. Even though shegrew up in Norwalk,
Connecticut, she eventually moved to Los
Angeles with her family so that she could
have more business opportunities. She had

legitimacy of the newly found vaccine.

What does it mean to be
approved by the FDA? Many everyday
food and medicinal products that you
use have been approved by the FDA;
this means that they have been studied,
tested and found to be safe for use by
the public. The Pfizer vaccine was not
approved for a while by the FDA
because of how quickly it had been
created; this led many to question the
negative effects that could be
associated with it.

It is recommended that
people who are 13 and ol der receive the
vaccine; However, the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 Vaccine is now authorized
for persons aged 5-11 years. Yes,
applying adult doses of the vaccine to
children is questionable in terms of
effects as the vaccine could be too
strong for children which can make
them feel as if they have Covid; after
all, their immune systems aren’t fully
developed yet. However, scientists are
working around the clock to make the
vaccine available and safe for kids of
all ages.

As mentioned previously,
there are some people who question the
vaccine's safety and there is good
reason why they feel this way. The
vaccine was developed in less than a
year, but “The analysis of the Pfizer
vaccine, which the US Food and Drug
Administration fully approved earlier
this week, involved 1.7 million
vaccinated and 233,000 unvaccinated
people” (Beusekom). In addition, the
technology used in the vaccine has
been worked on previously for decades.
The vaccine being approved by the
FDA says alot about its safety and the
fact that it was trialed and tested on
millions of people should send the
message that it is effective.

In the end, for many, it is a
choice as to whether or not they will
receive the vaccine. There is clearly
evidence however, that it works and it
is recommended that people take the
jab; so what are you waiting for?

A Similar Situation Four Thousand
Miles South

By: Michael Ye

With apopulation of over 210 million
and an underfunded healthcare system, Brazil
seemed to be on track for a deadly battle
against COVID-19. Fast forward to October
2021. Brazil hasthethird most cases(over 21.5
million) and second most deaths (over 600
thousand) in the world, behind the United
States. Both countries, asseen by the statistics,
have had similar experiences throughout this
pandemic. However, there are quite a few
different circumstances that separate Brazil,
such as the resources available, population,
etc. So how did the country get here and what
makes its situation different from the United
States?

The United Statesand Brazil arethe
two most populated countries in the Western
Hemisphere. Both nations are governed
through a Federa Republic and alow their
states to make their own laws and restrictions
whenit comesto managing the pandemic. But
oneof the biggest thingsthey havein common
is that they were both led by presidents who
wereweary of scienceand didn’t listentowhat
health experts told them during the heart of
the pandemic. That changed for the United
States however, once Joe Biden took over as
President in January; the same can't be said
for Brazl.

Whileit'seasy to blame people for
such adisaster, alot of it, by default, rests on
the shoulders of Brazil’s President Jair
Bolsonaro, who has been downplaying the
pandemic since the beginning. He's been
strongly against the idea of a nationwide
lockdown and hascalled thevirus*just alittle
flu” anda“ meadly cold” (TheNew York Times).
InJuly of 2020, Bolsonaro actualy got COVID-
19 and experienced afew symptoms. However,
itdidn’t seemtoaffect hismindset dl that much,
as he has yet to be vaccinated. Bolsonaro has
faced criticism for ahandful of issuessuch as,
the limited testing during the start of the
pandemic, an economic recession, thefiring of
the health minister over disagreements, and
the promotion of the use of the drug
hydroxychloroquine despite it being proven
ineffectiveagainst COVID-19. Recently, there
have been protests calling for Bolsonaro's
impeachment after the mess created during the
pandemic.

As of right now, Brazil isin a better

Influencing Thelnfluencers

By: Jordan Lillis

no idea that she would earn so much fame
and attention so fast because of TikTok. She
originally pursued TikTok to dance. But now
she uses her platform to make videos with
her friends in order to create awareness on
certain subjects. Her overall goal isto spread
positivity and provide entertainment. Now,
she has multiple sponsorships, has been on
The Ellen DeGeneres Show, created a
clothing linewith her sister Dixie D’ Amelio,
and even developed a reality television
show of her own called The D’ Amelio Show.

Another well-known TikTok
influencer is Addison Rae. Sheis 21 years
old and has84.9 million followers. She uses
her profile more for dancing and following
current trends. She also makes videos with
her parents and siblings. She has released
one song called, “Obsessed”, which, as of
now, has a little over one million streams

and 24 million views on Youtube. She even
recently starred inthe remake of the 1999 film
She's All That. The movieis caled He's All
That and it has gotten alot of attention.

Being aTikTok star may seem like
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state than it was during the peak of itsdeath
totals. It currently hasfour different vaccines
availabletothepublic, the Pfizer, Coronavac,
AstraZeneca, and Janssen vaccines.
However, Braziliansaren’t allowed to choose
which one they would like to take. When it
comes to health protocols, they change
depending on the Situation of a certain area.
Each city has either a black, red, or orange
flag (black being the most dangerous) to
represent itssituation and help determinethe
sanitary protocols needed.

To get abetter understanding of the
Situation, | interviewed afamily member of
mine who lives in the Brazilian state of Rio
Grande De Sol about her experiencesduring
the pandemic (thiswas donethrough Google
Translate, so the responses may not be
grammetically correct):

Q: Brazil hasthe second most deathsin the
world from COVID, only behind the United
States. [Would] that indicate a failure on
Brazil’s part, or do you think that this was
inevitable?

A: “Our country is not asrich asthe United
States. The consequence of COVID now here
is [the] higher interest rates, higher-than-
projected inflation and unemployment. It is
difficult for a president in a country with
limited resourcesto performamiracle. | think
that within what was possible, it was done”

Q: When did you get the [vaccine]?

A: “I got thevaccine[in] April”

Q: Are public places open and restrictions
lifted?

A: “In the city where | live, the only
restrictionsare: the mandatory use of masks,
temperature measurement in places with
greater circulation of people such asshopping
malls, [mandatory] supply [of] acohol gel
everywhere, and parties in closed places are
dlowed at only half the capacity”

Leading a country like the United
Statesor Brazil isan extremely difficult task, as
proven by the high number of infections and
desths. With astyle of government that alows
datestomakedecis onsindependently, it causes
it to be harder to enforce strict measures to
prevent the spread of COVID-19. Nobody was
expecting such an unprecedented event to
suddenly occur and change the world forever,
but hopefully Brazil ison theright path now.

thanks to her online presence. One more
example of just how negative being an
influencer can beisthefact that so many of
them take mental health breaksfrom TikTok
al thetime. Another influencer, SiennaMae,
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Become A Local Hero

By: Liliana Stella

Helping peoplein the community
can be rewarding, but many young people
don’t know where to start.

Although North Shore High
School has many amazing community
service clubs such as Key Club and Buddy
Club, therearealso some L ong Idland-based
interesting off-campus organizations that
would appreciate young students getting
involved.

Oneplace, in particular, encourages
teens from grades 6-12 to help out. It's the
Gold Coast Public Library in Glen Head.

AlexandraCivorelli, ateenlibrarian
who organizes community service programs,
explainsthat thelibrary is*“morethan just a
placeto borrow books, movies, audiobooks
and video games. It is also a community
spacewhere people can cometo study, relax,
access the internet, and socialize.”

Asaresult, thelibrary hasan array
of community service opportunities. “Teens
can help put together craft to-go kits for
children, which is especially beneficial ina
pandemic,” Civorelli explains. “ In September,
teens can also register to make a paracord
bracelet at home, which will then be donated
to the overseas military organization
Operation Gratitude.”

For those with technology-based
skills, thelibrary offersaprogram inwhich
volunteers become a “tech buddy” to teach
patrons how to use their devices.

Another opportunity for teens
involves volunteering at Island Harvest
Food Bank. Shannon Karafian is the
Volunteer and Community Relations
Coordinator for Island Harvest Food Bank.
Karafian explains her responsibility for
“deploying over 3,300 active volunteers to
assist at local food drives, food runs,
warehouse sorting events, food
distributions, and more” adding she is in
charge of “volunteer recruitment, training,
placement, and retention.”

What is Island Harvest exactly?
Karafian describestheleading L ong | sland-
based hunger-relief organization as* innovative
cross-sector programsthat target theroot causes
of foodinsecurity amongworkingfamilies senior
citizens, veterans, and children.” This occurs
through “ strategic partnershipsin communities,
hospitals, and related organizations; we
collaboratively address chronic food insecurity,
physical/mental health conditions, and
substance abuse disorders using unique
progranmodes”

Lagtly, theSeaCliff VillageMuseumis
agreat placeto explore volunteer opportunities.
Courtney Chambers, thedirector of the SeaCliff
Village Museum sinceApril 2019, explainsthat
she“researches and designs exhibits, organizes
volunteers, and cares for the museun's artifact
collection.”

Chambersaddsthat “ Our missonisto
raise community awareness by preserving and
showcasing atifacts, documents, photographs
and costumes relding to the unique historical
background of thevillage.” Shebelievesthatthe
museum“ benefitsthecommunity and helpsgive
the village a sense of community spirit and
togetherness.”

For moreinformationonlocally-based
volunteer opportunities, contact Civoreli at
acivorelli@goldcoastlibrary.org, Karafian at
Shannon@I dandHarvest.org, and/or Chambers
at cchambers@seedliff-ny.gov.

TheTruth Behind The
2021 M et Gala

By: Brianna Grazios

When most people hear about the
Met Gala, their first thought is the
extravagant outfits worn by the world'stop
celebrities; however, most people fail to
realize what the Met Galais actually about.
The Gala is considered to be not only the
party of the year, but also the biggest night
for fashion. However, thereal reason behind
theMet Galaisthat itisthemain fundraising
benefit for the Costume Institute at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. This event
raises enormous amounts of money for the
I nstitute with tables ranging from $200,000-
$300,000 and entry tickets of $35,000. Even
if someone wantsto pay thiskind of money
to attend, he/she may not be able to as the
Galaisinvite only. You may be asking,
why would anyone pay this much to
attend the Gala? It is due to the fact
that the Gala is considered the gold
standard of all parties.

Thisyear’s Met Gala was the
first ever to have atwo part exhibit; part
one'sthemewas*”In America: A Lexicon
of Fashion”, which was opened in the
Anna Wintour Costume Center on
September 18, 2021. Part 2 will be held
on May 5, 2022. Part 2's theme will be
“In America: An Anthology of
Fashion”, and will open in the period
rooms of the American Wing. That’s not
the only thing that was different about
this year’'s Gala though; due to Covid,
the Gala had to take many precautions
such as: having a smaller guest list,
enforcing social distancing between
tables, requiring proof of vaccination,
and proof that all guests received a
negative Covid test prior to entrance.
However, despite all of these safety
measures, Covid led many celebritiesto
reject their invitation. However many
major celebritiesstill attended, such as
the hosts of this year’s Gala: Amanda
Gorman, Timothee Chalamet, Naomi
Osaka, and Billie Eilish, aswell asthe
honorary chairs: Anna Wintour, Adam
Mosseri, Condé Nast, and Tom Ford.

While this Gala had an
audience of over 15 million viewers, not
everything about the Galawas reveal ed.
Asall of the celebrities walked the red
carpet, their looks were broadcasted,;
however, it is what happens inside the
Gala that not many know the answer
to. Social media at this event was
banned because two supermodels
posted themselves smoking in the
bathroom at a prior event. However,
what we do know is this: once inside
the Gala, the celebrities walk through
the exhibit to the cocktail party; then
they are called to adinner that is made
by New York’s up-and-coming chefs;
dinner is then followed by some type
of grand performance. While many may
want to know what truly happens
behind the Met Gala’s door, it is this
secrecy that makes the event as big as
itis.

Source:

Friedman, Vanessa. “ Everything
You Need to Know about the Met Gala
2021.” The New York Times, The New York
Times, 10 Sept. 2021, wwwvinytimes.comy2021/09/10/
syle/met-gala-vogue-american-fashion.html.

Hound Hunting: Trespassing, Har assment and

More
By: KaitlinHo

Hound hunting, a tradition
amongst Vermonters, has been a topic of
controversy lately inthe state. Many people
in Vermont are like Butch Spear, an avid
hound hunter, who has a pack of hunting
hounds. Spear’s hunting hounds have GPS
collarson, and arefollowed closely withina
10 mile radius. Once released, Spear’s
hounds catch ascent of “game,” they corner
the animal, and Spear tracks them. After
Spear confronts the animal, he decides
whether or not to kill it.

Perfectly normal sport, right?
Owner of Goldshaw Farms and Youtuber
Morgan Gold disagrees. One serene night,
Morgan Gold waswoken up by the howling
of his guardian dog. As he went outside of
his home and peered into the darkness, he
could see the bright light of multiple
flashlights. As he investigated the lights,
herealized it wasagroup of hound hunters.
Startled by thisinvasion on private property,
and scared for the safety of his ducks and
geese, he confronted them and asked them
toleave, receivingamerereply of, “1’ vebeen
hunting thisland long before you ever came
here.”

Gold'sstartling experiencewas not
thelast, however. A similar incident occurred
later on Goldshaw Farms, but this time,
involving hound hunter Butch Spear. When
Spear was confronted by Gold for
trespassing, hereplied, “it’snot practical or
sensible for meto pay for ahunting license
in the state of Vermont, abide by all their
laws and then not be able to hunt for 20
miles from here, because a bear runs this
way.” Gold then asked Spear why he was
unableto call hisdogsoff hisland, and Spear
replied nonchalantly, “I can't control the
bear; thedogsaretaught to follow the bear.”

Hunters are allowed to hunt on
private land in Vermont;however,
landowners can annually replace “hunting
prohibited” posts 400 feet apart throughout
their property. Thisisnot plausible, though,
when landowners have hundreds of acres
of farmland, and whenfarm ownersareolder:
the exorbitant amount of time and money
spent on posting is just not reasonable.

Goldisoneof thelandownerswith
hundreds of acres of farmland. He spends
at least a week a year placing “hunting
prohibited” posts all around his property
instead of tending to hisfarm; for a small
farm, time equals money. After the two
hound hunting incidents, Gold felt
“harassed and harangued and
disrupted;” he was determined to
amend hound hunting legislation in
Vermont. Using his 345,000 subscribers
on Youtube and 1.2 million followerson
Tik Tok, he posted videos of both of
his encounters with hound hunters. In
one of his videos, Gold states that if
“you [hunters] did have to have your
control of your dogs, and dog owners
would be prevented from allowing their
dogs to go on posted private property,
maybe that could make a difference.”
His three videos have collectively
amassed more than 10 million views and
his petition directed to Vermont
governor Phil Scott has over 100,000
signhatures.

Currently control of dogs in

Vermont legislature allows
“transportation, loading or unloading of
dogs from vehicle(s); the handling,
catching, restraining or releasing dogs;
and the use of telemetry/GPS to locate
or track dogs” (10 App. V.S.A. § 7).
However, “A person shall not take a
black bear with the aid of dogs unless
the person is in control of the dog or
dogs” (10 App. V.S.A. § 7). Since this
clause is vague regarding hound
hunting control, it allows hunters to
train their dogsto follow scents, and not
be required to be able to call them off of
the wildlife. These loose requirements
on hound training have led to the injury
of non-Vermonters hiking on trails and
financial damages to farms because
hounds and livestock are being killed.
There are currently no consequences or
liability for hound hunters when these
injuries and damages occur. At the
present time, Gold is in the process of
captivating the attention of Vermont’s
governor, Phil Scott, and the Vermont
fish and wildlife commissioner, Louis
Porter.

While Gold was frightened by
hisrun-ins with hound hunting, heisn’t
adamant on eradicating hound hunting
entirely. Gold states, “So while | find
bear hound hunting distasteful and | still
don’t think it’s for me, and | absolutely
don’'t want it happening on my farm,
maybe there is a way that we can
ultimately co-exist here.” Hound
hunting, while a controversial sport, still
persistsin Vermont today mainly dueto
tradition. However, activists like Gold
are actively trying to change the
invasive qualities of hound hunting, and
ensure that all parties: landowners,
visitors, and hound hunters, can all
come to an agreement.

Sources:

Gold, Morgan, director. Help Stop
Hound Hunters from Chasing and Killing
Wildlife on Our Farm. Sign Our Petition.
Link in Bio. TikTok, Morgan Gold, Sept.
2021, www.tiktok.com/@goldshawfarm/
\% i d e o] /
TN 23856727 Pidargran&is apy ut=18is famwegp=vl
Accessed 12 Oct. 2021.

Gold, Morgan, director. YouTube,
YouTube, 2 Oct. 2021,

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9nui OR9yAHwW.

Gold, Morgan, director. YouTube,
YouTube, 6 Sept. 2021,

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4LDgBfRmrtg.

Gold, Morgan. Sign The Petition:
Phil Scott Sop Hound Hunting in Vermont.
Change.org,

Morgan Gold, Sept. 2021, https://
www.change.org/p/phil-scott-stop-hound-
hunting-in-vermont. Accessed 12 Oct, 2021.

“Vermont Laws.” State House
Dome, legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/
fullchapter/10/115,

Accessed 12 Oct, 2021.
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Kathy Hochul:

The Future of NY
By: SophiaMar chiali

Jugt last year, New York's governor,
Andrew Cuomo, wasabe oved cd ebrity amongst
the Democratic party. Things have changed
though. Since the pandemic briefings that
brought him fame, &t least d even women, some
whowereemployessontheCuomoteam, shared
that hehad beeningppropriatewith them; others
even went as far as to accuse him of sexud
herassment. Thesedllegations, aswell aspressure
from both the Republican party, and his own
party, inevitably forced him to resign, leaving
Lieutenant Governor, Kathy Hochul to teke his
place. In atwist of irony, New York got itsfirst
femae governor smply because its previous
governor had been accused of mistreating
women.

However, Governor Hochul should
not beviewed asarandom replacement, for she
hasagreat ded of palitica experience. Shehas
climbed up the political ladder rung by rung.
During the summers of her high school years,
shecould befoundworkingasaninternfor local
politicians. After college, Governor Hochul
worked asalawyer and later on shewent onto
formKathleenMary House, an organizationthat
helpsvictimsof domestic abuserecover andfind
sdfety.

Although Kathy Hochul tackled small
obstacles from the start, her first big career
challenge was being elected into her local
government: she started out as a chair on her town
board and then she was dected to the county clerk
position. Yearslater sheeven becamearepresentative
for New York.

Hochul's time in Congress eventudly
came to a close though as she was defeated in re-
election by Republican Chris Callins. She then went
ontowork ingovernment reationsfor abank. Despite
her career shift, her passion for palitics never faded;
when Governor Cuomo wase ected in 2014, Hochul
wase ected Lieutenant Governor dongsidehim.

While Kathy Hochul was Lieutenant
Governor under Governor Cuomo, thetwo politicians
hed abusiness-likereaionship. They werelike*two
shipspassinginthenight”, never being seentogether,
as they were dways in different places, yet dways
discussing matters behind the scenes. Although they
were not the best of friends, they were Htill amicable
with each other during that time.

Eventudly, with therecent negativepress
swirling around Cuomo’s name, Governor Hochul
mede it clear that she no longer supported him as
governor. Sheeven posted on Twitter onAugust 10th,
2021 that Cuomoresigning from officewas*theright
thing to do”. Along with that statement, Hochul
promised to have a more transparent office than
Cuomo's, aswdl| asto cregteabrighter, lessCOVID-
ridden futurefor New York.

Thus far, Governor Hochul’s focus in
officehasbeen on preventing the COVID spreed. She
has implemented mask mandates for sudents, and
vaccine or testing mandates for school employees.
Additionally, she has supported President Biden's
effort to encourage al eligible Americans to get
vaccinated. Governor Hochul hasa somedeapoint to
bring attentiontoissuesthat cameout of thepandemic:
New York City road congestion, and the unruly
subway system.

Since entering office, Democrats have
happily wel comed Kathy Hochul. Mogt Republicans
are unessy due to her obvious left ideals, and her
declaration inaninterview with The New York Times
asa“ Biden Democrat” ; however, someconsarvative
representatives in Albany have hope. They have
expressed that, because of Hochul’sindependencein
some House votes, like when she voted with
Republicans in regards to the balanced budget
amendment, thet they expect she will at least hear
them out.

In spiteof someanxiousRepublicans, the
future of New York State is looking progressive
because of Hochul’s presence. However, her rare but
definiteindependence asapoalitician may alow for a
lesspaliticaly divided New York.

Seattle Kraken Inaugural Season Outlook

TheNation Hockey L eague’'s32nd
franchise held its expansion draft on July
21st, 2021. The Seattle Kraken areready to
begin their inaugural season.

Other than Seattle, the most
recent expansion team in the NHL was the
Golden Knights who entered the league in
2018. That year, they went all theway to the
Stanley Cup Final. They were ultimately
beaten by the Washington Capitalsin five
games. However, their makingit to thefinal
shocked the hockey world. So, eyesare now
on the Kraken asthe newest franchise. Can
they achieve a similar level of success as
the Golden Knightsdid? The Knightswere
an objectively well-built team in 2018, so
how do the Kraken compare?

Arguably the best forward chosen
by Seattle in the expansion draft is Yanni
Gourde from the Tampa Bay Lightning.
However, Gourde underwent shoulder
surgery during the off-season and is
expected to missthefirst two months of the
season. According to hockeyreference.com,
Gourdeaveraged 17:04 of icetime per game
last season. Thisindicatesthat heiscapable
of playing first line minutesfor the Kraken
even though he was not often utilized in
that position in Tampa Bay. But the
Lightning and the Kraken are built
differently. The Lightning team definitely
has more depth to work with. Missing
Gourde will be a challenge for Seattle so
early in the season.

Forward Colin Blackwell was
chosen from the New York Rangersin the
expansion draft. At 28 yearsold, Blackwell
isno kid. He bringsagood veteran presence
to the league's newest franchise that will
undoubtedly need some direction. After
having little successinthe NHL , Blackwell
managed a sort of career revival last season
withtheRangers. Heworked hard intraining
camp to earn a roster spot and was then
used consistently by then-head coach
David Quinnonthethird line. According to
hockeyreference.com, he played 47 of the
56 games, averaging 14:00 of ice time per
game and recording 12 goalsand 10 assists
for 22 points. The Kraken can be sure they
have a solid third liner and leader in Colin
Blackwell. He also tends to step up in
difficult moments, so if the Kraken suddenly
needs someone to fill a spot on the second
ling, heisan option.

Other forwards Seattle can expect
to lean on this season include Jaden
Schwartz, Riley Sheahan, Alexander
Wennberg, Calle Jarnkrok, Jared McCann,
Brandon Tanev, and Jordan Eberle. Each of
these players has been in the NHL for at
least six seasons. This makes this a solid
veteran group that will be instrumental in
hel ping the expansion team succeed.

Mark Giordan will likely be the
Kraken's top defenseman. He plays
offensive and won the Norris Trophy in
2019. That year, as recorded by
hockeyreference.com, hisplus/minusrating
was plus-39. This is his highest rating
throughout hisNHL career. Plus/minus does
not tell thewhole story, but hereit certainly
speaks to Giordano’s offensive success as
well asindicates that heis not a defensive
liability. If he can get back to performing on
the level he was in 2019, the Kraken will
have an excellent number one defenseman.
Thenew teamwill probably alsolook to him
for leadership.

By: Julia Capitélli

Defenseman Vince Dunn
previously played for the St. Louis Blues.
According to hockeyreference.com, last
season, he averaged 19:15 of ice time
per game and played 72.6 total minutes
on the power play through 43 games.At
nearly 25, Dunn is still a younger
defenseman who should be entering his
prime. He played second pair minutes
in St. Louislast year, but never reached
the level he was expected to. He is not
an offensive defenseman like Giordano
and will have to find his role on the
Kraken. Head Coach Dave Hakstol
should make it clear to Dunn that he
needs to commit himself to defense.
Dunn has played four NHL seasons, but
may need more time to develop his
game. It is often initially difficult for
young players to defend in the NHL.
This season with a new team presents
an opportunity for him to get a fresh
start. Until he proves himself, it is
possible that Hakstol will play him on
the second pair, or even third if another
defenseman consistently outplays him.

Jamie Oleksiak has spent the
majority of his NHL career playing
defense for the Dallas Stars; he also
played with the Pittsburgh Penguins.
At 28, heisaveteran defenseman. The
Kraken will likely look to him for
leadership along with Giordano,
Blackwell, Schwartz, and Eberle.
Oleksiak can be used as a utility
defenseman. With his nine seasons of
NHL experience, he should be able to
play on any of the three pairs and in
short handed situations. Though he is
versatile, Hakstol will have to find who
he plays best with. If several successful
defense partners emerge for Oleksiak,
that will make him even more versatile.

Philipp Grubauer is expected to
be Seattle’s number one goaltender
with Chris Driedger backing up.
However, if management decides to
follow the modern trend of having two
starting goaltenders, Grubauer and
Driedger will have 1A and 1B roles. If
that is the case, Grubauer will still be
their first choiceto start in many games.
But the split between him and Driedger
will be closer to 50 games for Grubauer
and 32 for Driedger, instead of the
traditional split of around 70 for the
starter and 12 for the backup. Grubauer
played a career high 40 games last
season with the Colorado Avalanche
and maintained a.922 save percentage
and 1.95 goals against average during
that time, conforming with
hockeyreference.com. His goal s against
averageis particularly impressive over
40 games. His ability to often hold his
opponents to under two goals in a
game sets his team up for success.

Chris Driedger caught
analysts’ attention last season
emerging as a legitimate NHL
goaltender with the Florida Panthers.
Hockeyreference.com records show
that he played 23 games. He recorded a
.927 save percentage, a 2.07 goals
against average, and 37.4 expected
goals against, but only allowed 35
goals against at even strength. These
statistics are an accurate representation
of each goaltender’s ability and likely

an indication of how they will perform
for Seattle this season.

There are three key takeaways
here. Thefirst isthat the Kraken do not
have a wealth of “big names.”
Obviously, teams were not going to
leave their stars unprotected in the
expansion draft. Colorado did make
Gabriel Landeskog available, but Seattle
chose not to take him. The Golden
Knights did not have many highly
recognizable names their first season
either, but the players became more
prominent after the success they had.
This Kraken group has the opportunity
to do the same. Additionally, breaking
down the roster has shown that thisteam
has players with diverse skill sets,
giving management options at every
position in different situations. Lastly,
it isimportant to remember that thisisa
new team. Though some of these
players may have played together in the
past, this group, asawhole, isunfamiliar
with one another. Management and the
players must work together and be
flexible in order for each player to find
hisrole.

The Kraken are entering the
league in the Pacific Division. The one
team that stands out as a particularly
tough opponent is Vegas. Though the
Edmonton Oilers and Calgary Flames
have improved in recent years, they
both seemed to take a step backwards
last year, which is good news for the
Kraken. The Los Angeles Kings,
Anaheim Ducks, and San Jose Sharks
are struggling to get back to playoff
form whereas the Kraken seem to be
built to make the playoffs.

Though Vegasisthe most direct
threat to the Kraken's success, the
Vancouver Canucks may be adark horse
inthe Division. They recently re-signed
defenseman Quinn Hughes and forward
Elias Petterson, both of whom are
valuable assets. After making progress
during the 2020 hub-bubble playoffs,
the Canucks’ management made a series
of moves that saw the departure of
several key players. Now that the
Canucks' roster isin amore stable place,
they seem to be in a similar position to
that which they were in in 2020. This
poses a threat to Seattle because the
Canucks still have a group of players
who have spent several seasons
together and developed chemistry.
Seattle’s players have yet to fully adjust
to each other. Chemistry matters in
games. Cohesive teams are set up for more
success.

After examining Segttl€ sroster and
the Pacific Division, a prediction needs to
be made. Seattle’'steam is built to make the
playoffs, and its division is not as
competitive as some others. But the playoffs
always present a completely different
challenge. Evenif Seattle’splayersareable
to develop chemistry in the regular season,
they still will not have faced the post-season
together. The playoffswill forcetheteam to
figure things out al over again. Therefore,
thelogical predictionisthat the Kraken will
be eliminated in Round One of the Stanley
Cup playoffs. But with thisgroup of players,
Kraken fans can be excited for future
seasons.
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