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As the Class of 2020 navigates an
unexpected and turbulent fina chapter of the
highschool journey, theexcitement, anticipation,
andinevitablenervessurrounding thetrangition
to callegeloomjust around the corner. Although
some uncertainty concerning the feasihility of
an on-campus Fal semester exists amid the
coronaviruspandemic, mogt ingtitutionsremain
optimigticthat dassesand campusactivitieswill
safely resumeby theFl.

However, evenif COVID-19thwarts
the possibility of an on-campus Fal semester,
North Shore seniors have aready proven
themsdlvesto be atdented, ambitious group of
students capable of adapting to challenging
Situations and rising to the occasion when the
unexpected strikes. Whether classes are
conducted virtualy or in-person, this year's
graduating dassislookingforwardtothepivota
next chapter, eager to encounter new ideas and
environments, tackle unforeseen obstacles, and
saize dl of the opportunities and experiences
the college setting offers.

This year, North Shore seniors are
heading to al corners of the country, intending
to pursue adiverse aray of paths, professond
careers, and callege programs. From Cdifornia
toHoridatolllinaoistoright hereon Long Idand,
the Classof 2020 plansto study everythingfrom
biomedical engineering to music education to
linguigticsover thenext four years. SerraHiner,
asenior considering a double mgjor in music
and environmental studies a the University of
Vermont, sates, “UVM isaredly good placeto
exploreabunch of different aressand do things
that interest you. | love natureand the outdoors,
and learning about how our worldisaffected by
theenvironmentandviceversa. .. Asforaminor,
I"mthinking about dance, philosophy, or palitica
science”

Clearly, seniorsare passionateabout
their disparateinterestsand areexcitedtoexplore
the confluence of various disciplines and
subjectsinmoredepth. Reflecting ontheinsght
and perspectivegained by her involvementina
vaiety of different organizations and activities
in high school, Hiner continues, “I'm redly
looking forwardto being ableto participateinall
the extracurriculars | was so involved in
throughout high school now at acollegeleve —
dance, chamber orchestra, privatemusiclessons,
ec....I'mredly happy | decidedtointernfor Mr.
Domingo (Orchestra) this year. | learned
everythinginthat room—it'shonestly asecond
hometome”

The intent to remain involved with
high school activities at a college level is a
common theme amongst members of the Class
of 2020, with many hoping that thetrangtionto
college will enable them to elevate their
commitment and skillswhileforgingaconnection
toacommunity of sudentswithsmilar interests.
Danidlle Ligure, a possible psychology maor
planning to attend the University of
Massechusettsat Amherdt, dates, “1 had agreet
experienceinthemusic and theeter programin
high schoadl! I'd love to continue playing the
saxophone in a non-mgjor band, as well as
participate in the UMass theater
productions...I’m very excited to meet new
peopleafter beingin school withthesamepeople
for over adecade” Seniorsare grateful to have
discovered their passions and cultivated skills
throughtheir high school activities, but most are
zealous about the opportunity to enrich and
improvethesetdents at the collegelevd.

Madeleine DePietro, a senior
interestedin pursLingfilmat Vanderbilt Universty,
remarks, “This year | produced the play and
musicd, and productionissomethingl amredly
interestedinpursuing.” Thecollegeenvironment
offers sudents the opportunity to engage with
amyriad of extracurricular activitiesand sudent
communities andit seemsthat thisyear’ sseniors
will definitdy be taking full advantage of life
outside the classroom.

For other membersof thesenior dass,
the transition to college represents the
opportunity to embark on an entirely new path
and chase childhood dreams. Such is the case
for Sophia Fleming, a prospective electrical
engineering major at Georgia Tech excited to
participate in the school’s ROTC program.
Heming'sinterestinmilitary serviceand college
ROTC opportunities was piqued from an early
age, and sheisnow thrilled to be ableto pursue
her lifdongambitionat adream callege.

A group of driven, passionate
individuals with a wide range of interests and
prospective careers, the Class of 2020 will
undoubtedly go onto achieveimmense success
as the graduates progress to the next stage in
their educational journeys. Despite the
unforeseen and tumultuous
circumstances that disrupted the
culminating moments of senior spring,
this year’s senior class will persevere
through the disappointment and enter
college prepared, energized, and
inspired to make adifference.
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You Know You Are A Member
Of The Class of 2020 At North
Shore High School
| f:

1. You have beentold by Dr. Kurruswhilewalkinginthe
hallway to take your headphones out or to put your
phoneaway

2. You have ever beentold “Happy Friday!” by Debbie,
the hall monitor.

3. You havelooked forward to the Burrito Bar in the
Cafeteria

4. You have successfully completed “ The Todd Drive’
walk.

5. You know what a“ Superstar Ticket” is.
6. You have only wanted asandwich from AnnaDoherty.

7.You have walked into school with 80s music blasting
@Mr. Bloom.

8. You have had Ms. Tarayell at you to pushinyour
chair inthe Cafeteria.

9. You have ordered Promise/Sam’'s Deli to beddlivered
to the High Schooal.

10. You have beentold to “take afruit”.

By: JulietteAlfarone, Sarah Moran and JulieVineis
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Looking back over the last four
years at North Shore, teachers reflected on
their time spent with the Class of 2020
whether itinvolved aclass, aclub, atrip, or
an event. From their responses, it is quite
evident that the Class of 2020 will forever
have aspecial place at North Shore.

Ms. Acosta: “Witty, big personalities, and
fun!”

Mr. Abrams. “Having only been a part of
the North Shore family for ashort time, the
Classof 2020 wasinstrumenta inmefeeling
at home. Thank you so much for helping
mefeel welcomewhen | would sub for your
classes; | can’'t wait to hear about all of your
accomplishmentsin the future!”

Ms. Bacchioni: “Tomy sensational seniors-
Without a doubt, you have made my first
year teaching here at NS amazing. Seeing
your warm smiles each day, hearing your
inquisitive questions, and watching you
grow over these past few months has been
an absolute joy.”

Mr. Berglin: “Therebellion onthelast day
of 8th grade recess.”

Mr. Bianco: “| have countless memories
with the Class of 2020, my very first Physics
class. Memoriesinclude asurprise birthday
party, stage crew, the 1st Smash Bros
tournament, Feel Good Fridays, breaking the
record for highest Physics Regents scores
at North Shore, and so much more. However,
one memory that will always stand out the
most iswhen Travis Goss dressed up as me
for Halloween. When | found out that he
was dressing up asme, it was only fair that
| return the favor and dress up as him as
well. | have never felt so honored. Thank
you Class of 2020 for giving me the best
teaching years of my life; | only wish the
best for al of you!”

Mr. Bloom: “| wasflattered when the senior
class created and performed the traffic skit
and imitated me controlling the buses and
cars. You guys hit it spot on. Thank you!!”
In addition, what can | say about your final
year inhigh school? You started your senior
year like any other. You got your driver's
license, parking on campus, shorter
schedules, and progressed to put together
ahilarious Senior Play and earn thewinning
titleat SportsNight. You got to visit colleges
and make adecision. You got to choose your
next step in life after high school. Except
this year, eventually ended up a little
different. Nothing prepared you for what was
to happen during the second half of theyear.
Anunknown enemy by the name of COVID-
19 changed everyone's life forever.
Suddenly, school and work stopped; going
out with friends and family ceased and your
lifebecameavirtua one. Planswere changed
and everyone'slife was put on hold.Lifeis
strange. The best plans can be changed in
an instant. So what do you do? You've
worked hard to get to this point, so you
must push forward. Of course, you'll have
to change the way you do things, but don’t
stop. | say this because throughout your
life, you'll encounter obstacles that are
beyond your control, no matter how much

you plan. Overcoming them will only make
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Dear Class of 2020,

Compiled By: Kerin Krasnoff

you stronger and wiser, so keep moving
forward. | want to wish the North Shore
Seniors congratulations on your
graduation and the best of luck in the
future. Best wishesto you all!

Ms. Cano: “IPA Classof 2020... you arean
incredible bunch of young people! Each
one of you is so strong and capable of
achieving greatness!! | loved getting to
end my day with you each day! | missyou
and wish you all the happiness this world
has to offer!! When times get tough-
remember what Daniel Tiger said lol!! With
Love, Mrs. Cano”

Mr. Cassino: “Dropping blood (synthetic)
from various heights or smashing it with a
hammer or flinging it on thewall. Making
ice cream or synthesizing silly putty or
sacrificing agummy bear. Playing Smash
Brothersor Mario Kart. These tasks were
always enjoyable; they were a learned
experience that were cleaned up without a
trace. Thank you for the smiles.”

Mr. Cousins: “I enjoyed their competitive
spirit at Sports Night - | have never seen
so much motivation aswhenit looked like
the Juniors were getting close this year.
We cameto North Shoretogether, 13 years
ago - and | will alwaysremember thisclass
asbeing abright, kind, and hopeful group
of really unique and special people.”

Ms. Delima: “Tomy amazing 2020 Seniors,
thank you all for a great first year of
teaching at North Shore High School! You
have all taught me more than you will ever
know. You tested my patience, made me
laugh, challenged me, and inspired me. |
treasure each interaction with you whether
we were discussing art, politics, pop
culture, music, high school gossip, family,
or just lifein general. For those of you who
visited me in Art Room A to get to work
early, to escape for some studio time, or to
just chit chat with me, you need to know
that you were always making my day
brighter. Stay curious and keep looking for
that one good thing aday! With much love
and admiration, Ms. DeLima.”

Ms. Fawcett: “When | think of the Class of
2020, it’s not one memory, but an overall
feeling, that comesto mind. These students
have brought smiles, grace and maturity
to every corner of their communities, and |
know the world is in good hands as they
all head off to their futures!”

Ms. Francis: “To my Environmental
students - did you know Will sails?? To
the Class of 2020 - Best of luck in all your
future endeavors!”

Mr. Gonzalez: “The 2019 Football team
was aspecial group of boys, especialy the
seniors. From their incredible run on the
field, to their cheer/dancing talents off the
field, I will miss each one of them. Good
luck boys and to all of our graduating
student athletes!”

Ms. Hahn: “Their incredible talent and
dedication to the music program. They
possess | eadership and passion and | know
they will makegreat citizensin thefuture.”

Ms. Halloran: “I’m sad to be missing this
time with the senior class, but also so proud
of what they have accomplished, even during
this closure. My seniors have remained in
contact, attended online sessions, submitted
excellent work, and most of all, kept apositive
attitude. They have also used this
opportunity to serve others and help those
in need, from elderly neighborsto health care
workers and beyond. Kudos to the Class of
20201

Ms. lacovelli: “Asaclass, | feel that thiswas
a very caring and giving one. To our NS
Volleyball Seniors, you are agift not only to
our school and our program, but also now to
theworld. Your time spent with thevolleyball
program was essential and filled with
|eadership, humor and dedication evenin hard
times. Congratulations and ‘may the world
beyour oyster’! Shoreon 3... 1, 2, 3 Shore!”

Ms. Johnson: “I have so many favorite
memories when thinking about my Photo
Family inAP2D Design! Our “candle-lit final
critiques’, our Photo Field Trips, the U-Haul
pinhole camera (Oh wait! That never
happened). Asl said all year, you areaspecial
group and | will sincerely missyou all!”

Mrs. Keohan: “I love your witty sense of
humor and how you always went out of your
way to say hello to your teachers and peers,
hold adoor open, and makeusall laugh! I will
missyou al terribly. Best of luck to the Class
of 2020 and stay Viking Strong! Love, Keo!”

Mr. Klein: “Our two tripsto Belize were so
specia to me. | will never forget all of the
adventures we had! | am so lucky to have
chaperoned such an amazing group of
students. Snorkeling, cave tubing, seeing the
Mayan Ruins, going to the Belize Zoo,
encountering luminescent bacteria, zip lining,
and eating termites!!! It really was quite the
Paraguan!”

Mr. Knight: “Nothing beats having some
Seltzer withthe APLit crowd. Zazzit up!”

Dr. Kurrus: “My favorite memory of our
Senior class - the Class of 2020 - is how
amazingly strong, considerate, intelligent, and
caring every single member of it is. North
Shore High School isan amazing building and
that is due to our Seniors, as they set the
model of hard work, integrity, generosity and
compassion for all of our Juniors,
Sophomores, and Freshmen to follow. You
are all proof that the world is a good place;
we know that you are going to go and do
great things after high school. Best of luck to
the strongest Senior class | have ever had
the pleasure of working with!!”

Mr. LaBlanc: “Thereis not A MEMORY |
have of your class that will suffice, but my
memory of you overall. You areagroup | know
I will remember as standing out in a special
way inmy career. | have had so so so many of
you - as sophomoresin 10H, asjuniorsin AP
Psych and as seniors in 21st-Century Lit -
and many of you more than once. It is a
testament to your character as a group that |
know many more of you that I’ve never had
as students. One of the things | like about
being a teacher is that | have the chance to
learn from my students- and you have taught

me so much. You areagreat group and | am
grateful for the chance to have gotten to
know you. | know | have at times accused
you of “riding the doofustrain;” however, |
am surethat the future will rather show you
conducting us admirably forth.”

Ms.LeMar: “TotheClassof 2020, our world
will always change (remember final minus
initial). Stay positive (unless you are
moving leftward, downward or south;
then you’re negative). And continue to
Force times displacement like | know
you can!”

Ms. Mabrouk: “The Class of 2020 will,
for me, always be remembered for its
wit, humor, and kindness to one
another. Stay strong!”

Ms. Margiore: “My favorite memory
about the Class of 2020 is how much
fun and life they bring to any class,
presentation, and discussion that they
have. | will forever remember el caballo
desnudo, recreating family recipes,
playing Hispanic music, losing a coin
in acake, and many more fun times. You
all bring so much positivity and life to
our school. You will be greatly missed.”

Mr. Meenan: “Working with Cristina
Castro, George Amigdal os, and Sarina
Koli on the cheerleading competition
team! Going to missthem so so dearly

My

Mr. Millard: “On average, their ability
to balance serious discussions with
good-natured humor”

Ms. Miller: “My favorite memory with
the Class of 2020 happened in February
thisyear! When we finally won FIRST
PLACE at SPORTS NIGHT!!! The
excitement from the Seniors was electric
and | was so proud of how hard they
had worked all week. When they won,
theroom went wild!!!!”

Ms. Millman: “There are so many
positive things to say about the Class
of 2020 and even though | am so excited
for the adventures its members are
about to have, my heart hurts knowing
they are leaving these halls and
classrooms. Throughout the four years
that | have had the opportunity to teach
and work with many of its students (in
9R, 9H, 10H, Journalism and Literature
And Social Action), this grade has
proven itself to be outgoing, involved,
friendly, curious, united, empathetic,
inclusive, hardworking, focused,
motivated and inspiring. In addition to
having great class lessons with them,
the number of laughs | have had with
the Class of 2020 are immeasurable.
Only this grade would have asked me
to compile alist of “Must See Movies”
and actually attempt to tackleit. | could
go on and on about this group, but let’s
just leaveit at: The Class of 2020 isquite
special and its members have and will
continue to have a strong place in my
heart. | wish this group all the best in
the future.”
(Continued On Page 3)



SENIOR EDITION 3

A Few Words To The Class
Of 2020

(Continued From Page 2)

Ms. Nersesian: “Four years ago when
the Class of 2020 started high school
is the same time | began teaching at
North Shore. | taught Geometry
Honors where | was welcomed by the
students who truly made me feel like
belong here. | had the pleasure of
teaching many of the students in this
class over the past four years. | was
even so lucky to have had some of them
for multiple years. These students have
brought much joy and laughter to each
class they were a part of, and to the
school as a whole. It is bittersweet to
see them leave North Shore, but | am
excited to see where the next stepsin
their lives take them. To the Class of
2020, | wish you nothing but the best
as you move into the next chapter of
your lives. Keep smiling and remember:
you can do ANYTHING you set your
mind to. Aim high.”

Ms. Paollilo-Schiano: “My favorite
memory of the Class of 2020 is its
enthusiasm to participate in FACS
classes as well as fashion and cooking
club activities. Such activitiesincluded
the production of the December
Fashion Show and the sales of hair
scrunchies and lip balm. Cooking club
activities included bake sales and
preparation for the competition of Jr.
Iron Chef. | will misstheir enthusiasm
and hard work!”

Mr. Perles: “My favorite memory is all
the time spent this year talking about
the most important civic lesson you can
take out of high school: thereis no such
thing as not voting. It is possible not
to cast a ballot. It is not possible to
not vote. Your actions on any and
every election day are a vote, actively
or passively, to either maintain or
disrupt the status quo. Choose wisely.
And don’t imagine that by staying
home you can stay out of it. You'll
always be the “Class of COVID-19".
And | will alwaysremember your poise,
integrity and good humor under the
strangest public health circumstances
to confront a generation of studentsin
more than a century.”

Ms. Rizza: “The Class of 2020 was the
first class | had the privilege to teach
at North Shore High School. To be
honest, | really can’t picture the school
without you all there. You made me feel
welcome and appreciated as a teacher
inmy first year and continued to make

me feel that way in the years since.
You'll forever bethefirst group to sign
my copy of Oh, the Places You’'ll Go!
and will always have a special placein
my heart. Loveyou all. I’'m hereif you
ever need me. See you at the wedding.”

Ms. Sandback: “ Their optimism.”

Ms. Schaeffer: “I had agreat time last
year teaching this group in both
Algebra 2A and Conceptual Physics.
There are so many great memories that
come up when | think about this
experience...Mentos Experiment
“explosions,” shenanigans in Physics
labs, and the connections we
made. My daughter, Iliana, still speaks
so highly of those of you who met her.
Thank you for such great memories. |
wish you all the best of luck in your
years to come.”

Ms. Soriano: “ Spain Exchange Trip 2020! |
am glad our seniorsexperienced Spain with
the exchange program. Alicante, Murcia,
Altea, Madrid, Toledo, Barcelona....\Wewill
always have Spain! Karaoke on the coach
bus, traveling on the high speed train at
night, SAGRADA FAMILIA, Montserrat,
Las Meninas de Velazquez, La Maja de
Goya... Antonio, and tio Josh ...We will
always have Spain!”

Dr. Titone: “For the IB Diploma Class of
2020, | am so impressed by all of you-
especially including the Extended Essay &
VivaVoces. Youwere also our first classto
put on TOKTober. You have much to be
proud of; congratulations on your

accomplishments!”

Ms. Turk: “The countless laughs and
fun we had together in AP World
History 9. The world is a beautiful
place. When the time is right- go
exploreit!”

Mrs. Ward: “You have made my years
at North Shore High School
unforgettable! We have shared our
love for our pets, personal experiences,
favorite music, corny jokes, and lots
of laughs. | will cherish those moments
forever. Keep smiling and enjoy what
life hasto offer!”

Ms. Whelan: “Since | met the Class of
2020 as freshmen in Global History,
they always found a way to make me
laugh and make any day or any topic
more fun.”

And

Mr. Blanchard: “I really don’'t know what to say. But nothing about thisyear has been
“normal”. But then again, history tries to teach us over and over again that normal is
never static. Expect change. Even with aglobal pandemic, each moment weliveisreally
awaltz where we both change the world and are changed by the world. To navigate this
reality, weall need inner strength. So | wish you al incredible strength - the kind that
breeds strong character. Don't fear any change because with strong character, you can
aways honor the past. And you can live in the moment. But you can also actively shape
abetter tomorrow. So here’sto you creating anew normal.
Congratulations Class of 2020.”

Oh, If Only |
Had Known...

By: Kristen Roth

Uponenteringfreshmanyear, | fetamix
of emotionsranging fromexcited tonervous. | am
notonetobeshy or timid, but thelack of E3 pogters
and dight change in scenery felt a bit strange at
fird.

Sitting herenow, | can honestly say that
my time at North Shorewould have been nothing
without confidence. Theonethingthet | havetaken
away from highschool isthat attitudeiseverything.
The happiness, or lack of it, that you put out into
thisworld dwayshasaway of coming back.

| wish | would have told mysdlf to not
besotimidat first. Now, me, timid?It shocked me
too. However, rest assured thet whenthefirs month
of freshman year was over, my teachers were
reminiscing about the timeswhen | sat quietly in
the back of the class. So, to al current and future
high school students: be outgoing. | know it is
easer said than done and for some, it can seem
extremdy intimidatingtosay hi. But, onehdllocan
changethe course of your wholeexperienceandit
will teach you theimportance of confidence.

Also, focuson being involved because
it offers you a chance to meet more people that
havesmilar interests. High school isasgoodor as
bad asyou makeit. If you want to get more out of
your experience, beinvolved! By joining clubs,
participating in sports, and teking classesthat you
like, youwill findyour people That beingsaid, teke
the classes that you want. It sounds obvious, but
don't take boring classes. Take Anatomy becauise
you want to be adoctor or Fashion becauise your
grandmother taught you how to sew; whatever
you choosg, learn how to be authentically you.

Thirdly, do not stress so much.
Everything hasafunny way of working out if you
put effort into school. It might sound silly or stupid,
but makefriendswith your teachers. Theteachers
areserioudy interesting and pass onate about what
they do; creating relationshipswill only help better
your experience.

Next, don’t underestimate school
lunches. The chicken caesar salad pizza and
plantainsare so underrated; pay attention to them.
Be kind to the lunch ladies. | spent ten minutes
daily while on line talking to them and they are
some of the nicest people ever. Also, don’t
be afraid to go over to the ‘ sandwich line’
just because it’s seen as the ‘junior and
senior side’.

The thought of entering a new
environment next year has me
remembering all of the ways | felt like a|
‘little fish in a big pond’ when | started
high school. L ooking back right now, |'d
tell my freshman self to make the best out
of each day; my high school experience
is fully mine. With a change in mindset
and alot more gratitude, it gets easier to
understand how in control you are of
your own experience. The more you look
for the good in each day, the more the
days will slowly turn into moments;
please savor every moment. High school
goes by so fast and as a freshman, it’'s
hard to believe it, but it’s so true.
Whether it means talking to your Biology
teacher about the fruit flies or eating
lunch with your friends, be in the moment
and never stop appreciating all of it. |
think | speak for every senior when | say
that | wish | would have appreciated it
more, every little moment. So do it for us,
future seniors; make high school the best

years of your teenage life. You got this.

Closing Time

By: Noah Peretz

[, like the rest of the Class of
2020, did not anticipate that I'd be
holed up in my house for the last few
months of the school year. When the
State ruled to close schools for two
weeks, there was some concern that
they would not re-open, but most
thought that we’'d finish the year in
person. Now the realization has set in
that March 13th was to be the last time
we would ever see some people that we
had spent the last seven to twelve years
of school with. That is not an easy thing
to internalize, but it's a result of the
reality that we now live in because of
this pandemic.

As disappointing as it is to
have most of the second half of the
school year ruined by Coronavirus, it
does not help to wallow in misery and
boredom. This year was supposed to
be the best year of high school for the
senior class, but there’s no use in
pondering “what if” scenarios. It's
obviously very disheartening that the
Class of 2020 will not have an overnight
trip, prom, or a ‘traditional’ graduation
ceremony (when it was supposed to),
but focusing on what’s not going to
happen is much sadder than
remembering the important experiences
that actually happened. I’ m grateful for
thetime| spent at North Shore, but with
the school year not returning in the way
we had hoped, | want to focus on the
future.

It's definitely sad that my last
year of high school is ending this way,
but I can only look forward to what is
in store. Despite Coronavirus, this is
an exciting time because of college
commitments. Choosing the school that
I will attend for the next four years is
one of the most important and impactful
decisions| will ever make, and it will be
very meaningful whether I'm
homebound or not. Even though | am
missing out on amemorable few months,
I know | will have plenty of
opportunities to have even better
experiencesin college.

| look forward to building on
the person | have become during my
four years at North Shore High School
and continuing to work towards
creating the best version of myself. |
am grateful for thetime | spent herein
high school, but | am just as eager to
move on and start the next phase of my
life.

The Saff Of
The Viking View
Wishes The Class Of

2020
All TheBest In The
Future.

June 2020
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Senior Masquers Take Their Final Bow

Zoe Siegel:

Q: What was your favorite production
to be a part of ?

A: Guys and Dolls was my favorite
production with the Masquers. | feel
like it truly captured a classic musical
and gave everyone an opportunity to
experience all aspects of theatre well.
Q: What will you miss most about
theatre?

A: Late night rehearsals when everyone
isslightly losing it, but at the same time
we are all connected and in the same
mindset. It really shows how theatre can
bring people together.

Q: How did the theatre experience at
NS help you through high school, and
what tools do you think it has given
you for the future?

A It has helped me cope through tough
and stressful times in high school,
create new friends, and even influenced
my plansin the future!

Irene Zachariadis:

Q: What was your favorite production
to be a part of ?

A: My favorite production to be a part
of was Legally Blonde. It was very high
energy and overall just areally exciting
experience!

Q: How did the theatre experience at
NS help you through high school, and
what tools do you think it has given
you for the future?

A: The theatre department at North
Shore gave me acommunity to feel safe
in and helped me grow into a better
person and performer.

Max Bross:

Q: What was your favorite production
to be a part of ?

A: Pippin by a landslide. | was
surrounded by the right people and felt
supported by the cast and directors
throughout. | also re-learned how to
sing, pushing me to levels | never
thought I’ d reach. Ben (the pianist), got
me to belt a high note four steps higher
than my previous record. It was really
just a time when | felt | personally
improved the most while also
experiencing it with my good friends
and my sister by my side.

Q: What will you miss most about
theatre?

A: The minutes following opening
night. Just the feeling that you were
able to show people what you invested
all of your energy into for months. Also
just the smiles, and seeing the kids at
the shows who really look up to us.
Those are just the minuscule moments
that really can’t be taken away from me.

SierraHiner:

Q: What was your favorite production

to be a part of ?

A: Pippin- | grew super close with a

bunch of different people in different

crews and casts. However, this show

will always be close to my heart as it

was my first time playing in the pit and

it was such an incredible experience. I'll
June 2020

By: NoralL ewis

truly never forget the energy during
Hell Week and opening night- all of us
were so excited and eager to experience
everything.

Q: How did the theater experience at
NS help you through high school, and
what tools do you think it has given
you for the future?

A: Honestly, | really believe that the
amount of things I’ve learned being a
part of our theatre productionsis equal
to the amount of things|’velearned in
my core academic classes. Physically
seeing something you’ ve been working
on for months from the very beginning
turn into an incredible masterpiece is
just awesome. Most things | have
learned about myself, our community
and how art shapes who we are- |
discovered through the North Shore
Masquers. Gaining these experiences
over these few years led me to further
understand my role as a performing
artist and how | will always be an artist
in some capacity for therest of my life.

Nicole Smith:

Q: What will you miss most about
theatre?

A: The community and all the traditions
of this department that make it so much
fun.

Q: How did the theater experience at
NS help you through high school, and
what tools do you think it has given
you for the future?

A: My theatre experience at North Shore
has taught me to work with othersin a
large group and combine the visions of
so many people to make an amazing
show.

Emma Sor enson:

Q: What was your favorite production
to be a part of ?

A: Legally Blonde was my favorite
production with the Masquers. | met so
many great people, and became really
close with the previous upperclassmen
who I’ m still friends with now.

Q: How did the theatre experience at
NS help you through high school, and
what tools do you think it has given
you for the future?

A: Being a part of theatre has brought
me into anew family. Looking forward
to each production and each and every
rehearsal gave me something to look
forward to during the school day. It also
gave me the opportunity to make many
new friends who | can now call my best
friends.

Maddy DePietro:

Q: What was your favorite production to
be a part of?

A: Guys and Dolls was my favorite
production to be a part of because | had
so much fun working with my fellow
production crew members.

Q: How did the theater experience at NS
help you through high school, and what
tools do you think it has given you for
the future?

A: Theatre has always given me

something to ook forward to after school.
I’mso glad | got to be apart of production
crew, because it's something | may want
to continue in the future.

Will Ciniski:

Q: What was your favorite production to
be a part of?

A: Pippin. For me it was a totally new
experience. Previously, | was always a
member of the crew, working behind the
scenes. However in Pippin, | was an actor,
which allowed meto expand my knowledge
of theatre, and experienceit in awhole new
light.

Q: What will you miss most about theatre?
A: I'm going to miss getting to spend
everyday with my second family in the
theatre.

Nicole Palmetto:

Q: What was your favorite production to
be a part of?

A: My favorite production was Legally
Blonde. Although the most difficult for the
costume crew, Legally Blonde is a
production about agirl with resilience and
passion. Costume crew learned
techniques such as quick changes,
wigging with professional wigs, and quick
hand sewing by atalented mentor. Legally
Blonde was by far the most difficult, but
the message it sent inspired the Masquers
towork harder.

Q: What will you miss most about theatre?
A: | will missthe community that NSHS
Masquers created. As an active member
in NSHS extracurriculars, | have never
been a part of such a dedicated group of
students. Preparing tirelessly for months
for our work to be on stage for around six
hours takes a hard working, caring, and
talented community unlike any other.

Avery Goodman:

Q: What was your favorite production to
be a part of?

A: 12 Angry Men was my favorite
production to be a part of because it was
my first real show and | loved the people
that | met through it.

Q: How did the theatre experience at NS
help you through high school, and what
toolsdo you think it has given you for the
future?

A: My theatre experience with the North
Shore Masquers helped me make new
friends, and feel extremely welcome.

Alex Bayon:

Q: What will you miss most about
theatre?

A: | will miss the sense of community
you get after working so many hours
over apretty long period of time.

Q: How did the theater experience at NS
help you through high school, and what
toolsdo you think it has given you for the
future?

A: It helped me through high school in
the same way it has given me atool that
| can usein the future. Doing theatre at
NS has given me an outlet where | can
be creative and push myself to improve
and practiceskillslike dancing and acting.

What To Do With
A Time Machine

By: JuliaVineis

Through this time of quarantine,
I’ ve been ableto go back and reflect on my
high school experience. Overall, | have
genuinely loved high school and al of the
curveballsit hasthrown at me. | feel that as
aperson | have grown alot, matured and
been shaped into someone | am truly proud
of. While reflecting on my experience
though, | alsorealized that these yearswent
by way too fast. Asmy friends and | speak
of so many memoriesthat ‘seem asif they
happened only yesterday’, we soon realize
that they were actually created four years
ago during our freshman year. Everyone
saysthat these years will go by fast and to
cherish them, but you won't realize that
until you have cometo theend. Takeit from
someone who has just lost the second half
of her senior year. Now that | have lost
precious time that | should have been us-
ing to spend with my friends and makefinal
my memoriesof high school, | know what |
would have done differently.

If I could use atime machine and

change one thing about my time in high
school, it would beto ‘live each day asif it
weremy last’. | would’ ve spent moretime
making good memories rather than bad
ones. | wish that | had been less sensitive
and used less of my time worrying about
problemsthat seemed huge at thetime, but
inreality, werenot. | also would havetaken
moretimeto remember the small moments.
It isthese that | find myself reflecting on
and missing the most. Yes, most will in-
deed remember winning Homecoming or
putting together our Senior Play, but it's
during small moments that | find myself
laughing the most, such as during a ran-
dom Commons spent in the Cafeteria, or
simply when just seeing my friendsin the
halls. It isthese things that | will missthe
most and have taken for granted.
We do everything so quickly and we are
always seeking out what the next big thing
to do is. And although this might sound
like somewhat of a cliche: stop for a mo-
ment and take in everything around you
because within moments, everything can
be completely different.

Thank you to all of the
Seniors who contributed to
this edition in order to
create a wonder ful
keepsake for the
Class Of 2020:

JulietteAlfarone
SerraHiner
Kerin Krasnoff
Noral ewis
KyraMcCreery
Sarah Moran
Trevor Kunke
Noah Peretz
Kristen Roth
Mary Sotiryadis
JuliaVines
Sincerely,

Ms. Millman
The Viking View Advisor
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A Farewell To Our Abridged
Senior Year

By: Noral ewis

Maybe it'sthe reality of college
setting in, or the cancellation of classes
and time-honored traditions, but high
school seniors have without a doubt
had lots to reflect on lately. When
second semester rolled around in late
January, most twelfth grade students
took acollective sigh of relief, with the
nail-biting college application process
a thing of the past and the prospect of
special senior events on the horizon. Yet,
as we all know, the famed second
semester of senior year has not exactly
turned out as planned.

People around the globe,
especially in our home state of New York,
have been thrown into an unexpected
crisis. Healthcare workers, grocery store
employees, and countless patients
continue to feel the full effect of this
emergency each day. As news headlines
so frequently remind us, there have been
aslew of negative implicationsresulting
from the virus, with the jobs of many in
jeopardy and the stock market
plummeting. Within all this chaos, losing
our “senior experience” seemsto bethe
least of the country’s problems at the
moment. Yet there is something to be
said for mourning this disruption to our
lives as soon-to-be graduates.

This point of the year can be
emotional for many, or a point of
excitement for others. Personally, I've
felt amix of the two, with a bittersweet
appreciation for my experiences over the
past four years, and an eagerness to
delveinto anew chapter of my life. But
under the current circumstances, a page
has been removed from this chapter, or
at the very least our story has been
abridged. It may sound overly
sentimental, but high school is a
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formative point in our lives. We meet
friends, teachers, mentors, and learn
countless lessons (in terms of life and
Calculus). After years of hard work and
dedication, it seemsonly fair that in our
final year of high school we can enjoy
the fruits of our labor. To 2020’s
graduating class, theserites of passage,
whether they be the Senior Fashion
Show or College Commitment Day, have
vanished. It’s understandably a hard
pill to swallow.

But in times so bogged down
by bad news and turmoil, the only thing
we can do as seniors is have hope.
Hope for the future, and faith in
ourselves as individuals. High school
has given us the means to go out into
the real world and create change,
discover our passions, and question the
unknown. None of us have control over
these disheartening difficulties, but we
can control the way we deal with them.
So send an email to a favorite teacher,
or shoot atext to afriend and check in.
They’re small acts that won’t transport
us back to a normal senior year, but in
my eyes, they’ re an example of making
the best of the situation. | have strong
faith in our class and our community to
search for bright spots in these dark
times.

Before | head off to college
thisFall, | find myself reflecting on the
incredible experiences |’ ve had thus far
in high school. There are Sports Night
victories, theater performances,
Homecoming games, and many more
fond memories to ook back on. Senior
year may be filled with uncertainty, but
I’'m confident that the last four years
have given me the tools to approach this
uncertainty with unwavering hope.

Senior Scaries

By: SarahMoran

The first thing every former high
school senior told uswasthet it goesby sofadt.
Of course, as freshmen, we didn’'t understand
how true this statement was until now.

For many of us wearefedingnogdgic
about missing our fina year in high schoal. At
firgt, mogt studentsand faculty werewishingfor
school to be cancdled. Then, when we were
granted that bresk, everyone was 0 excited.
However, asthe* bresk” wasextended over and
over again, theredizationthat wewouldbeaway
from school garted to sink in. Suddenly, the
boredom we ignored was even more gpparent
andweadl found oursalveswishingtobebackin
school and for the quarantineto be over. | never
thought I wouldlongfor the 7 amwakeup or the
sx hoursin schooal, five daysaweek. Now, my
days arefilled with thinking of dl the things |
could bedoing in school and dl that | would be
missnginmy senior year. * Everyoneawayssad
senior year will bethe best yeer yet. It'll bethe
highlight of your lifewhereyou makememories
with the people you have grown up with over
thelast 12+ years,” said senior, Jennifer Walton.
WEe re missing out on the sports games, Senior
Fashion Show, promand other memorablesenior
events.

Astherumorscontinued to swirl with
how long the school closure would last, |
surveyed severd North Shore High School
seniorsand asked them which senior year event
wasthdr favoriteand/or which event they were
looking forward to the most?

Onehighly ranked and favorite event
was Sports Night, which occurred at the end of
February. Senior James Kahn shared how
“ Sports Night was fun because we get to come
together asagrade and work together towardsa
common god. Also, al the time spent together
practicing was when we continued to make
memories” Alongwith SportsNight, our Senior
Pay, 21 Waysto Get Detention, was afavorite
amongst severd students as they were able to
participate in something that was directed by
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their fdllow classmates. It wasa so an opportunity
to go outside of our comfort zone by getting up
on stage and performing in front of the entire
community. “| got to act goofy and havefunwith
it,” said JulianaDiFeoand“ theactud performance
was awesometo be apart of,” sated dassmate,
MaxMara

Anoverwhelming number of students
though shared that a traditional prom and
graduation were events they would miss mogt.
As both of these were scheduled to occur et the
end of June during the last few days of senior
year, many seniorsconsider them asamod arite
of passage. Prom isatimewhen “you get to see
most people in the grade get together and
celebrate,” said Gillian Neos and Katherine
Rogers. Many sudents are ill clinging to the
hope of a prom as it hasn't been cancelled yet.
The worst part is that we don't redly know
everything about therest of our year because our
school and the rest of the country has no idea
where this pandemic is going. Ultimately,
graduation, which we now fortunately know
about, is the culmination of your school years
and one every senior looks forward to. “I know
it'sjust oneday, but it'sone day that symbolizes
everythingwe, asseniors, haveworked for these
past four years. Every struggleand obstaclewe ve
gone through has led us to this day and it's dl
finaly paying off,” shared Juliette Alfarone. It's
amogt as if throughout our middle and high
school careers, we have been working towards
this moment to receive this signature piece of
paper and flip our tassal on our cgp to the other
Sde

Eventsliketheseembody our find years
a aplace we have caled our second home for
four years. They give us a chance to make our
final memories together, to say goodbye, and to
prepare for our next adventure. We do know
though that our parents, administratorsand class
advisor, Mrs. Miller, are fighing to give us the
best end of Senior Year they can and we thank
themdl forthelr efforts.

2018

CREAMY
GELATO

June 2020
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Some Of Our Best High School M oments

Itisneedlessto say that these past
few months have shifted our day to day
lives, whether we expected it or not. Like
most high schools in the country, spring
time, or the second semester, is known to
be a time for celebration- especially for
seniors. Now, unfortunately, with our current
circumstances, graduation, spring concerts,
and proms are up in the air- events that
students look forward to throughout their
high school career.

On a lighter note, all of this
downtime has given us seniors time to
reflect on our favorite high school memories.
Personally, being a part of the music
department has been the epitome of my
experience here at North Shore. | havegrown
incredibly not only asamusician, but as a
person, with the guidance of my music
teachers- especially during my internship
opportunity with Mr. Domingo. The
ensembles and musical crews| was ableto
participatein were my favorite activitiesin
high school, as | made some of my closest
friendsthrough being apart of them. Having
the opportunity to travel to both Portugal
and Greece while connecting with
foreigners through music along with this
talented, close-knit department, opened up
my mind to how fortunate | am to have had
thistype of music education. Let's seewhat
some others in the senior class have to say
about their best moments!

NoraL ewis: Oneof my favorite memories
from high school was the Senior Play. Our
whole grade came together to produce
something, and | had a lot of fun bonding
with everyone!

Alex Bayon: Aspart of IB Diploma, | had to
take TOK (Theory of Knowledge), and this
year we got to take a trip to the Brooklyn
Museum. For our grade especially, thegroup
of 1B Diploma studentsis really small, so
we grew close and it was alot of fun going
to Brooklynwithan unlikely group of people
and looking at this art about female
empowerment while having thought
provoking discussions with Ms. Mabrouk.

KatherineHunt: My favoritememory wasdl of
thethester productions| wasableto beapart of .

Sanley Chan: My favoritememory would have
to bethevery beginning of senior year whenwe
had the chanceto makenew memorieswithold
friends Wereminisced onoldmemoriesandwere
excited to makenew ones.

SephanieAlvarez: My favoritememoriesat the
high school involved going on the music trips
to Portugd and Greece. Going to Greece asa
senior was amazing and my favorite because|
got togowithsomeof themaost important people
in my life. | got to create new friendships and
aso rekindle some friendships from my pest.
Traveingaround and exploringwithmy friends
wastruly amazing. [twill beamemory | will hold
ontoforever. | madeso many forever friendson
thistrip. Thelong rideswith dl the girlson the
buswere so much fun. We had so many laughs
and karaoke sessons. There was never a dull
moment on that trip. Rooming with my best
friendwassomuchfunanditjust redly brought
us 0 much doser. Also having my boyfriend
withmeby my sdewassoamazing. Overdl, this
June 2020
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tripwasaonceinalifetimeexperiencewiththe
people | fdt the closest to. Traveling with the
muscandthester community madeeveryday a
new crazy adventure. Eventhough | wassofar
away from my family and my home, | felt so
comfortable with the people on this trip and
they truly becamemy second family.

KiKi Kontorouhas: | would haveto say that
my favoritememory of highschoolis dl of my
photography trips because they opened my
eyesto more experiences.

AlesandraSicuranza: My favoriteexperience
wasperformingwiththe Chorusonelasttimein
another country.

ChriginaWile: Inour sophomoreyear, | had
Mrs. Etter for APWorld Year 2. Towards the
end of the year we had this one redlly redly
perfect day weather-wise, andweweredl dying
to go outside. So without a second thought,
shegathered up our dlassmaterid sand marched
us out to the courtyard by the schoolhouse,
plopped us al down on the lawn, and we had
our doubleperiod outside. Our wholeclasswas
super close and we (including Mrs. Etter)
honestly dl just ended up laying in the grass
and sharing funny stories and laughing in the
sunshinefor 80 mins, and it was perfect.

Paul Schmalzried: Some of the greatest
memories |’ ve made during high school were
onthe Greece and Portugal tripswetook with
the music department. They were some of the
mos amazing and uniqueexperiences|’ veever
had. I’ ve never travelled to Europe besidesfor
these trips and I'm happy | was able to
experienceit for thefirgt timewith someof my
closest friends. Being ableto travel the world
and experience different cultures and see the
fascinating history of these places was
something | had no ideal’ d have coming into
high schoal. | fed so fortunateto havegoneto
aschool that offerssuch amazing opportunities
Thesearememories! will definitely kegpforever.

KyraMcCreery: Asl reflect onmy highschodl
experience, theunforgettabletwoweeks| spent
in Spain as an exchange sudent sand out as
one of the defining moments of the last four
years. I'll forever cherish the life-long bond |
forged with my Spanish exchange student, the
spectacular sights and cities | had the
opportunity toexplore, and thesmal moments
spent hiking mountains in the Spanish
countryside, kayaking in the Mediterranean,
and sampling new cuisinewithmy hogt family.
Theexchangetrip chalenged meto adjust toa
new cultural outlook, live spontaneoudy, and
interact with strangers in a foreign
language, but the two week journey
was a transformative experience that
truly forced me outside my comfort
zone and into the realm of the
unknown. I'll remember the trip
forever, and I'll always treasure the
memories | made with the Spanish
students, American group, and
incredible teachers and staff!

Julia Carroll: | thought about my
favorite memory of high school, and
there are so many of them. If | had to
choose one, it would be the time when
we won the girls’ winter track
championship.

Olivia Nester: Mineiswhen | was ableto
go to Belize with our Bio class and learn
about different cultures and types of Biology
with someof my best friends.

SophiaKraupner: My favoritememory a North
ShoreHigh School wasparticipainginthe Spanish
exchange program in my senior year. | had the
opportunity to travel to Spain with my friendsand
experiencethe Spanishculture. ltwasmy first time
travelingto Europe, and | got to seetheworld from
a different perspective. The endless memories
created on thistrip will dways remind me of this
fond time. The beautiful architecture, the culture,
and music were some of my favorite parts of the
trip. Coming from afamily that spesks Spanish, |
fed that thistrip dlowed me to better understand
the language and communicate with my family
whenl returned home. | amsograteful thet | hadthe
opportunity totravel, and | cannot wait to go back
to Spaininthefuturel

Max Bross My favoritememory hastobecoming
off thestageafter thefirgt act of night oneof Pippin.
| wasgreeted by Berry andWillgoosand thewhole
cast. They al looked shocked, so | was caught of f
guard (thinking | missed a whole scene or
something). | then proceeded to get yelled at
because | did so much better that night thaninthe
rehearsasthe week prior. It fdt like | was getting
hyped up by a coach in a footbal or basketball
huddle like when | was younger. It was just the
fedingof dl of thework and hoursbeingworthit. |
got alittle teary eyed - there was an absolute full
house with some people standing in the back. It
wasasomy last show withmy sister andit couldn’t
have gone better.

DanielleLigure: My favorite high school
memory was my involvement in the plays
and musicals. Throughout the course of
high school, | was able to participate in
stage crew, sound crew, and pit orchestra.
Each production allowed me to make
amazing and unforgettable memories with
my friends.

Noelle Hatalovsky: My favorite high
school memory would be getting to be Ms.
Johnson’sintern and helping her with her
second period class everyday!

MireyaMartin: In my four years of high
school, | think going on the Spanish
exchange trip was the most amazing trip
I’ve been on. Coming from a Hispanic
background, it really let me immerse
myself in the culture... Not only that, but
| traveled with alot of great friends and
created unforgettable memories with them.

Anthony Katok: My favorite memory
would have to be Belize- it was probably
one of the best weeks of my life. Seeing
everyone from school and the teachersin
a relaxed state was a fun and unique
environment. We had so many days
jammed packed with adventures- | look
back on picturesand | really missit.

Though none of us expected high
school to end this way, many of usreally
made the most of the time we had at North
Shore! From foreign countries, to theatre,
to sports teams, our seniors truly had an
unforgettable four years.

More Than An

Assignment
By: JulietteAlfarone

Asasenior and a sudent in generd,
multipletimesthroughout my high school career
| have thought to mysdlf, “Why do | need to
know this?’ | also know that | am definitely not
the only student who has had these moments.
However, even though there are many things
that welearninschool that sometimesdon’t gpply
toour red livesvery much, thereared so countless
lessonsthat areextremey meaningful. | decided
to survey agroup of seniors using the question,
“What wasthemos meaningful assgnment a
teacher ever gaveyou and why?” Asweembark
on different journeys, one thing we as seniors
will dwaysshareiswhat North Shorehastaught
us.

Hrstup, wasMichad Russo. Rusois
anathletewho planstomgjor in Exercise Science
it made senseto mewhy hismost meaningful
assgnment was from his Sports Medicine dass
that he took with Ms. Keohan during hisjunior
year. “1'd say the most meaningful assgnment
given to me was having to congtruct an athletic
fecility,” he gtated. “It's one thing to learn and
takenotesondl of thetopicsthat fal into sports
medicine, but to actudly build and create your
own athletic facility put into perspective for me
anexampleof what afutureinthisfied canactudly
look like. It showed mehow muchwork needsto
be put in before the physical congruction, and
how precise and careful the whole process has
to be” For Russo, it was important to be given
work that canredlly hephim seewhat afuturein
this fiedld may condst of, and his assgnments
from SportsMedicinedid that for him.

When | next asked Julia Vineis this
question, the answer came to her o fast thet it
wasclear to mehow much thisassgnment truly
did mean to her; Ms. Millman's* Space Around
Me’ project meant alot tomebecauseit wasone
of thefirgt times| wasabletowritecreatively and
complete an assignment that was sentimentd to
me. Throughout thisassgnment, you were able
to cregte piecesthat truly shaped who you were
at that time and put them into an end-of-the-year
scrapbook, with picturesof your friendsand other
thingsthat meant alottome. Not only am| ableto
look back at thisscrapbook and see how much
I’vegrownasawriter, butit'salsoasentimental
piece that reminds me of al the fun | had
throughout my freshmanyear inMs. Millman's
9th grade English class, and seewhat meant a
lot to methen.”

Next up, | spoke to Jennifer Walton
who found meaning in an assgnment given to
her by Mr. LaBlanc during her senior year. “ The
assignment that had the most meaning to me
would probably bethefamily history assignment
in my English class. We got to hear so many
uniquestoriesfrom different people sfamilies. It
was redly cool to see what everyone's family
went through and whereeveryoneisfrom. It was
aso super interesting to learn more about my
own family history and different memories of
specific time periods.” Walton defines a
meaningful assgnment asonethat alowsher to
understand more about theworld and the people
around her, asthisfamily history project did.

Krigen Roth isanother senior thet |
decided to survey. Sheisan aspiring Physician's
Assigant, S0 stience classes have dway's been
her favorite. “ Themost meaningful assgnment |
ever completed would have to be my 12 page,
Fruit FHly Lab explorationin IB Biology year 1
during my junior year with Mrs.
Cunningham. | always loved the area of
biology and this was my first chance

(Continued On Page 8)
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Three QuestionsAnd A Bunch Of Seniors

By: Trevor Kunke

Quegtion 1: What areyour fedingsasyour
high school career comestoaclose?

ChrisDamphouse: “Cominginto highschool
as a freshman, dl | thought about was how |
had four long years to spend in high school
before | graduated and enrolled in acollege. |
thought that four years would be aredly long
time, but thelast four yearsof my life havefdt
likeatotd of twomonths. It'sredly crazy thet dl
the people | have spent my whole educationd
career with are now going their own seperate
waystoplacescdoseandredly far fromwhereit
gartedin Glen Head. Astheyear closes, | want
togpendasmuchtimeas| posshly canwithdl
my friends, even though the recent pandemic
hasmadeit very difficult.”

Juliana DiFeo: “ Ashigh school iscomingtoa
cosg itisvery sad. All theseexpectations| had
for my senior year garting from freshman year,
have changed dueto the Coronavirus. We now
aren't going to have a Senior Fashion Show
and aremissing alargeamount of school thatis
supposadto bewhen dl of thesenior activities
takeplace. | hopeto makethemost of what time
wehaveleft.”

Harrison Gillman: “There is a bittersweet
feding as my high school career comesto a
close Without theability tofinish out my senior
year, | fed likethereismoredesired. With prom
being postponed and graduation being quite
different, it is very saddening to know that the
funnest part of our year will not oocur. | anexcited
forafreshgartincollege, but knowingthat | did
not get to enjoy the end of senior year with my
friendsis upsetting.”

JamesK ahn: “My fedingsasmy high school
career comesto aclose involves many mixed
emotions. It obviously means a lot as an
individual to know that | wasableto comethis
far and beableto say that | madethemost of dl
four years. There are dso sad emotionssincel
won't beableto makemorememorieswiththe
peoplewho havehad suchanimpact onmy life
Itisabittersveet ending which isthe best way
tolook back at high school.”

MaximoMarra: “It'sobvioudy very sadfor it
tocometoaclose, which | would say isagood
thing, or dare | say, is bittersweet because me
being upset about it meansthat | had dl of these
memories that were fun which makes me sad
that it is going to end. At least | have those
memariestotakewithmeinmy futureendeavors
Intermsof thispandemic, wehopewewill have
somemoretimeat theendwitheech other. 1 am
aurealot of faculty and gaff would agree that
theClassof 2020 wasoneof themogt tight-knit,
school-gpirited groupsin North Shorehigtory.”
Chuck Merlis “While the end to our high
school experiencehasbeenabit anti-climatic, |
will graduate from high school with very fond
memories. It fedslikejust yesterday weentered
high school as freshmen. The lagt four years
haveflown by. #NSForever”

SarahMoran: “I'mredlylookingforwardtomy
futurecollegeexperience, but | wish| gottofirgt
finishhighschoal. I'mredly sad that wearedl
missing the traditiona senior activities and
meaking our last memoriestogether.”
DanielaPortela: “ Ashigh school comestoan
end, | think it svery sad that wewill not ever be
together again in the high school. Our senior
year wascut short and it affected many people,
not just us students. High school was a once-
in-elifetimeexperience. | dohopeweareadeto
have our prom.”

Michad Russo: “I redly loved high school and

it'sdefinitely going to betoughleaving, but thet's
justtheway lifeis. High school prepared mefor
the future pretty well. In high school | had tons
of funwith my friendsand sports; overal, | had
suchagreat timeand mademany memoriesthat
won't be forgotten. No matter how you fed in
high schoal right now, in the future you will
definitdy look back onitand missitat least alittle
bit.”

Quegtion 2: What isyour fondest memory of
high school and why?

Dom Calderoni: “My fondest memory of high
school was when the 2019 lacrosse team thet |
wason played Cold Spring Harbor at Hofgtrain
the Nassau Semifinals. It was a feeling of
brotherhood and we went to war against the
best team in our conference and dthough we
log, it taught me to never take anything for
granted because | never played with some of
those teammates ever again. It is my fondest
memory because it was an amazing experience
and it taught me that when you play sports, it
redly ismorethanjust agame.”

Matt Falcone “My fondest memory about high
schoal isdl thefriends | made and how closel
gotwithall of thosefriends. Everyoneinschool
was super friendly and nice and | never had a
dull moment with my friends. The memories|
made with them throughout school were
unforgettableand amazing. | lovedthemal.”
Micaela Fitzpatrick: “My fondest memory of
high school wassenior year SportsNight. It was
sofuntodothedanceonelast timeand everyone
went dl out because we knew it would be our
last onetogether. Lookingback, thiswill probably
bethelast memory we havetogether asasenior
dassand it's sad that we probably won't have
all of our other senior activities, but I’ mthankful
for thetimewehad.”

Jacob Gatcke: “My favoritememory throughout
my four amazing yearsat North Shorewould be
winning Homecoming thispreviousNovember.
It was an unforgettable day that | will forever
cherish.”

Robert Kahn: “My fondest memory of high
school is during soccer season my senior year.
My teeamwas inthefirst round of playoffsagaingt
BdlmoreK ennedy. My teammatesgoatintoafight
with the other teem and we lost two of our best
players for the rest of the game as they were
gected. It was up to nine of our North Shore
Men's Soccer team playersto win the gamein
overtime. Thescorewastied 1-1 and wemoved
downthefield; ChrisRasizzi scored the game-
winninggod off of aninsaneassist. Weall rushed
towards the middle of the field as we won in
overtime. Theentirestandswererumblingaswe
took the win in an unforgettable soccer season
and game. After not playing soccer for a year
and half because of my back injury, this
unforgettablewinwill never leavemy memory.”
MayaMahaltra: “My fondest memoryissgning
the cars a Tappen.”

Gabby Salvatori: “First off, | havealot of grest
amazingmemoriesof highschool soitwashard
to choose just one. But the first memory that
came to mind was Homecoming of my senior
year.. Homecoming for meisn'tjust thefootbal
game it is the memories surrounding it. Like
meaking the pogters for the boys, the cheersand
chants we would make in the crowd and even
the drama about who is going to get whose
jersey. These may sounds silly to some people,
but thisiswhat mademy high school experience
great. And on top of that, we won our last

Homecoming game, which was amazing; after
losing the past year it was a great feding for
everyone, thefootbal guys, the momsand even
usgirlsinthestands (who don’t even know what
footbdl is)..But the best part of that day was
cdlebrating after with al of my friends, our last
Homecoming victory.. Those are the memories
I'll never forget.”

Lenny Scarola: “Thebest memory of highschool
was spending every weekend with the boys.
Every weskend we went to Gianni’s house and
never got bored. My friends aways joke about
how Gianni’shouseisiconic becausewe vebeen
goingtheredmost every weekend for threeyears.
We either had pizza night or steak night there,
This is my favorite memory because these
weekends areabig reason why my friendsand |
aesodoe”

Will Scar dla: “My fondest moment of high school
wasdfinitely winning aplayoff footbal gameto
advance to Hofgtra with a team that worked o
hard . No one thought we would make it and it
wasoneof thebest momentsof my lifewatching
everyone sorm thefield . The best part about it
wasthat | got the chanceto do it with thefriends
| grew upwith.”

Quedtion 3: Isthereateacher whohas
ingpired you onaleve beyond education?

Mia Daley: “If | had to thank ateacher that has
inspired mefurther than education it would have
to be Mr. Rodahan; he has taught me that it is
okay to have others help you through certain
Situationsthat you could not possibly get through
on your own. He has made a huge impact, not
justonmy lifeinschoal, but outsideaswell. Heis
someonel will remember for therest of my life”
Luke Kenny: “At North Shore we are blessed
with the best teachers in the world. | know it
sounds corny, but | meanit. | can't tell you how
much theteechersat this school meanto me All
the teachers at North Shore look for you to be
ableto expressyoursdf inagenuineway andfor
that | am grateful. | think the teacher that has
influenced me the most is Mr. Rodahan; Mr.
Rodahan truly embraces each student as if they
werehishest friend. Heisawayslookingtomake
anew friend and hedwayshasyour back. Most
importantly, Mr. Rodahan wants you to do what
makes you happy. Mr. Rodahan has aways
emphasized that in order to haveagood life, you
must do what brings joy to your heart. | don't
think anyone has ever taught me such an
important lesson. | am forever grateful for the
compassion Mr. Rodahan and the rest of the
teachers and gaff a North Shore High School
showed methroughout my years a the school.”
LukeMartin: “Mr. Millard becausenct only was
he a great coach, but he was dso such a good
friend and somebody who | could dwaysdepend
on. Teachers like him who go the extramile to
teach and care for their students are such good
rolemodels; heissomeonel hopeto belikewhen
| grow up.”

JulietteAlfarone: “ Throughout my yearsat
NS, I’ ve had many teacherswho' veinspired
me on a greater level than education, and
Ms. Millman was one of them. Going into
high school, | knew from my brother who
Ms. Millman was, but | didn’'t get the
pleasure of having her until my junior year.
From the very start, | was able to tell she
was a strong and compassionate woman.
Despite the day Ms. Millman was having,
shewould always go out of her way to make
me feel welcome. Not only is Ms. Millman

one of the greatest teachers |’ ve ever had,
but she al so has become one of the greatest
peoplein my life. She continuesto inspire
me even without being my teacher
anymore.”

Gillian Neos: “My photography teacher,
Ms. J., has inspired me on a greater level
than education. She has taught me the
importance of chance- taking and risk in
regardsto art, but also on agreater scale. If
you remain in a space that is already
familiar/comfortable, you limit your

potential for growth. Without
experimentation, development is
impossible.”

GeorgiaRitter: Mrs. Cunningham showed
me how interesting Bio was and helped me
realize what | want to study in college and
what possible professions | would enjoy.
Julia Vineis: “Through my high school
years there have been two teachers that
have inspired me further than education.
Thesetwo teachersare Mr. Blanchard and
Ms. Millman, but for different reasons. Mr.
Blanchard has inspired me to make
decisions based on my heart. During my
collegeapplication process, hetold me, “it's
not about where you go, it's about what
you make of it.” I've used his words not
only during the college application process,
but also throughout my life; | constantly
look back at them. He'sinspired meto make
the best of tough situations and realize that
I’m a stronger person than what | once
believed. Now, Ms. Millman hastaught me
to unapol ogetically be myself. It'sthrough
her that I've discovered who | truly am,
and | have used my personality to the best
of my ability. She has not only encouraged
meto fight for what | want, but also to never
doubt that what I’'m fighting for is right.
Through her own personality and passion
for her students, | have been able to truly
shine in areas that | never would’ ve been
able to without her help. | cannot thank
these two teachers enough for the help,
guidance and love they have provided me
with throughout high school.”

Jenny Walton: “Mr. Bianco is ateacher who
inspired me on another level outside of
education. Regardlessof how badly aday would
begoingfor him, hedwayswakedintotheroom
withagiant smileon hisfacewhileasking how
WEweredoing. | never realy had ateacher that
was able to rdlate to sudents as much as he
could. Yes, hewasagreat Physicsteacher, but it
was more than that. He had a god of making
sureeveryonewas ok and focusing not only on
adudent’smental hedlth, but also onour outsde
lives. He always told us about his college
experience and gave us waysto be successful.
Hebascaly just taught meto work redly hard
for what | want, and to also check in on mysdlf
and others. To be able to walk into class
with a smile on his face everyday and
make sure we were doing all right when
his day was bad is important. Not many
people can do that. He makes the whole
classlaugh and heisavery good Physics
teacher. He makes it simple and easy to
learn. Mr. Bianco made merealize that you
really aren't defined by a number or a
grade, but more on your hard work. And
he also inspired me to be the type of
person he is; regardless of how I'm
feeling, | should always check up on
others.”
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When Work |sSo Much More
Than That

(Continued From Page 6)
to show how much | loved it.” Being a
student who was also in IB Biology last
year, | know how difficult those labs
could be. It's evident how important
this class was to Roth, considering she
chose what many people would say to
be an extremely difficult task as her most
meaningful assignment. “| stayed up
until 2 AM perfecting it the day before
it was due and handed it in with tired,
baggy eyes. | felt so happy with what it
came out to be and when | received it,
Ms. Cunningham, who | looked up to
most, handed it back with the comment
of “one of the best papers | have ever
read”. On the verge of tears, Ms.
Cunningham called me up at the end of
classto talk about how wonderfully she
thought | did. It helped show me that
with love for biology and alittle bit of
sleep deprivation, | can accomplish any
sciencetask; this further showed me my
love for the subject and ultimately, my
future career path.” Despite the
difficulty of thistask, Roth discovered
that a meaningful assignment is one that
takes a lot of persistence and effort,
becausein theend it leavesyou feeling
so accomplished in the work that you
put in.

Mary Sotiryadis did not have
one specific meaningful assignment,
but she had many that added up
throughout her Science Research
course. “Although my specific project
wasn’t specifically assigned to me, the
required research | did over the past two
summers as a part of the Science
Research program have had areally big
impact on me.” Sotiryadis went above
and beyond in her work, giving up her
own summer time to continue her
research. “By working independently in
alab, | learned how to charter my own
experiments, manage my time, and be
responsible.” This overall program has
taught Sotiryadis many lessons that she
will always carry with her into her future
endeavours.

Max Marra’s answer to this
guestion was his Honors Portfolio in
Ms. Millman’s 9th grade English class.
“Up to that point, | did not really like
writing too much. But this project really
brought some meaningful stuff out of
me. It is a collection of things that are
symbolic and important to me, and that
was the moment | was able to write more
personally.” This assignment made his
work inthisclass not only just agrade,
but something he was able to make
meaning of in his everyday life.

Similarly to Jennifer Walton,
Gillian Neos’ most meaningful
assignment that she was given was al so
the family history project from Mr.
LaBlanc in 21st Century Literature
during her senior year. “1 enjoyed being
able to take a step back from typical
school work and have time to learn
about my family history aswell as other
people’s families in my class,” Neos
said. “LaBlanc was able to tiein themes
of culture, identity and history into the
lessons we learned but the fact that we
were able to personalize the topic made
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it more intriguing and interesting.”
While some people may have just asked
their family questions to get the
assignment done, Neos took the time
to appreciate her family history and its
story. This assignment opened her up
to many different cultures and time
periods and the answers she received
are ones that she will always remember.

Andrew Jarkow found meaning
in an assignment given to him in Ms.
Hogan’s science class, because it
directly correlated to his daily life as
an athlete. “My teacher assigned a
project to my class about velocity. | had
to use baseballs that were all different
weights and see what the velocity was
when | threw them.” As an athlete, this
assignment didn’t feel like work for
Jarkow. While still learning and
experimenting, he got the chance to also
have fun and gain more information
about a sport that he loves.

“The assignment that was the
most meaningful to me was the memoir
assignment in Mr. Bishop’s IB English
and Literature class during her senior
year,” stated Sarah Moran. “It was
meaningful to me because it helped me
realize what | should write my college
essay about. In the end, | was very
proud of my college essay and thank
this assignment and Mr. Bishop for
taking away the pressure that exists
when writing something that is deemed
very important.” Being that college is
the next step that many seniors take,
the college essay is something that is
taken very seriously. Asaresult of Mr.
Bishop taking class time to focus on
this essay, it relieved stress for many
seniors, such as Moran.

For Katie Rogers, her most
meaningful assignment was given to her by
Mr. Rodahan during her junior year in
her History of the Americas class. “It
was the 9/11 assignment where
Rodahan asked us to interview our
parents about their experiences that
day. This assignment was very
meaningful to me becauseit allowed me
to feel the impact that this event had
on my family if | couldn’t remember it
happening myself.” 9/11 is a day that
will forever remain in the minds of those
who experienced that day, and it is
important that it is never forgotten.
Assignments like this help that to
happen.

Of the many lessons high
school has taught me, the greatest one
isto not take asingle day for granted. |
wish sometimes | could go back and en-
joy what | had in the moment. Asasenior,
I know that labs, homework, tests, and all
other assignments can be overwhelming
at times, but looking back onthem, | wish
| had given myself the chance to have
funwith them and takein all of theinfor-
mation they were giving me. | realize now
that so many of my assignments mean so
much more. The assignments given to us
by so many of our amazing teachers at
North Shore have helped us become bet-
ter students and more well-rounded
people, and |, as well as my fellow se-
niors, will always be thankful for that.

Senior Viking View Editor s Say
“HastaLaVista, N.S.”

(Continued From The Back Page)
KyraMcCreay:

Q: Whereareyou going to college?

A: YdeUniversty

Q: What do you want to mgjor in and why?

A: | plan to mgor in Chemistry or Chemica
Enginesring, as| gravitate towards the physicd
sciences and research. After completing my
undergraduate studies, | would like to pursue
scientificlaw tocombinemy passionfor science/
technology and the humanities.

Q: What do you seeyoursdf doing inten years?
A: Ten years from now, | envision myself
completingmy graduatelaw studiesand hopefully
beginning my career. | would dsoliketo remain
involved with research as an undergraduate and
graduate sudent, and I’'m hoping to have some
timetotravel theworld whenever possible.

Q: What will youmissthemaost about NSHSand
why?

A: I will definitdy misstheunpardlded educationd
experience and the unforgettable teachers and
faculty that have guided and supported me
continuoudly throughout my time as a high
school student.

Q: What areyou looking forward tothe most in
the future at this point and why?

A: | am looking forward to the opportunity to
pursue an educationd peth that intriguesme and
hopefully create podtive change in the world.
Although! will definitely missthepeoplel’ vemet
and the memories |’ ve cregted in high schoal, |
am excited to experience a new, enriching
environment and connect with people from all
over theworld as| trandtionto college.

Q: Anything e seyou want to add?

A: | am so fortunate to have been involved with
The iking Mew for the past four years and an
editor for the pagt two years. | will be forever
grateful for thisopportunity toexploremy interest
injourndism, srengthen my writingand reporting
kills, and work aspart of ateam on each edition.
Thank youtoMs. Millmanand theentirestaff for

everything they do.

Nora Lewis

Q: Whereareyou going to college?

A: TheUniverdty of Michigan

Q: What do you want to mgjor in and why?

A: Mog likely Political Science or something
humanities-related, because !’ veadwaysenjoyed
my socid gudiesclassesand | lovelearning about
government.

Q: What do you seeyoursdf doing inten years?
A: Intenyears, | wouldloveto continueto pursue
government or possibly law, but dso maintain
cregtivepursuits. | find art history fascinating and
| pantalotinmy freetime, soitwould begrest to
maintain these interests too.

Q: What will youmissthemost about NSHSand
why?

A: | will miss the great teachers I've had
throughout theyearsmogt. | canthink of somany
teacherswho brightened my day when | saw them
in the halway, and it was amazing to have this
kind of mentorship during my high school
experiencea North Shore.

Q: What areyou looking forward to themost in
the future at this point and why?

A: I'mlooking forward to the independence of
college, and the prospect of meeting a diverse
group of new peers and friends in college and
beyond.

Q: Anything else you want to add?

A: Join newspaper! It definitely helped me
become a more informed student and a better
writer.

Noah Peretz

Q: Whereareyou going to college?

A: TheUniversity of Florida.

Q: What do you want to mgor inand why?
A: lwanttomgorinJourndism. My experience
with the school newspaper sparked my interest
inwriting and made merecognize my ability to
write. Since | am aso interested in sports and
sportswriting, | may pursue sports journdism
specificaly.

Q: What doyou seeyoursdf doingintenyears?
A: Intenyears | hopethat | am successful inthe
field of sportsjourndism. My strengthiswriting,
but if an opportunity to work in broadcast
journalism presents itself, | will have the
experiencetoexcd. | hopel amlivingagtablelife
with friends and connectionsin the business of
sportswriting and ahappy life outside of work.
Q: What will you miss the most about NSHS
and why?

A: The aspect of NSHS that | will missthe mogt is
the comfortable environment. | never felt like | was
out of placeor didn't bel ong. Every teacher expressed
that heor shewasthereto helpif therewasanissue.
| wasableto succeed and haveafulfilling high school
experienceat North Shore.

Q: What are you looking forward to themost in the
future at this point and why?

A: | am looking forward to starting college and
beginning the next phase of my lifein anew stting.
I"’mexcited to have new experiencesand grow more
asaperson.

Trevor Kunkd:

Q: Whereareyou goingto college?

A: lamgoingto SUNY Cortland.

Q: What do you want to mgjor in and why?

A: 1 wanttomgjorin Communicaionsbecausel love
writing and learning about media

Q: What do you see yoursdlf doing in ten years?
A: | ssemysdf goinginto sportsmediain someway.
Whether it'sasasportsjourndist or agportsandys,
| would love to work with athletes and write about
gamesand rumorsaround theleagues.

Q: What are you looking forward to themost in the
future at this point and why?

A: | am looking forward to seeing how my future
career playsout because | have had adream of going
into sports mediasince | was akid.

Q: Anything else you want to add?

A | haveloved writing for the newspaper and thank
Ms. Millman for helping me redlize my love for
writing.

Kerin Krasnoff:

Q: Whereareyougoingto college?

A: I will atend Connecticut College.

Q: What do you want to mgjor in?

A: 1 want to mgjor in Chemistry and Environmenta
Studies.

Q: What do you see yoursdf doing in ten years?
A: | see mysdf working to save the environment,
finding new waysto learn, and traveling around the
world.

Q: What will you miss most about NSHS?

A: | will missthe amazing peoplethat | have met. |
have made so many great connections with friends
and teachersthat | know will last alifetime.

Q: What are you looking forward to mogt in the
future at this point and why?

A: lamlookingforwardtogoingtocollegeand medting
new peoplewhilelearning new things. | wantto seek
new opportunities; ‘the world is my oyster’.
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Thank You
Viking View Senior
Editors

Thefollowingsenior editor sof TheViking
Viewhavereally immer sed themesdvesinthe
world of journalism over thepast fewyears
and every snglecontribution they havemade
toNorth ShoreHigh Schodl’ snewspaper is
appreciated. Wewishyouthebes of luckin
all of your futureendeavors

Mary Sotiryadis

Q: Whereare you going to college?
A: BogonCollege
Q: What do you want to mgor inand why?
A: | planto enter college as an undecided on a
pre-med track. I’m interested in medicine and
hedthcare, but I’ mexcitedtobeapart of aliberd-
arts college with a strong core curriculum to
broaden my intellectua horizonsand potentialy
point metowardsmy best-fittingmgor.
Q: What doyou seeyoursdf doingintenyears?
A: Intenyears | hopetobepracticinginthefield
of pediatrics. | ssemysdif living near my parents
and gartingmy ownfamily. | hopethat I'll have
spent sometimelivinginacity, either New York
or Boston, beforemoving back totheNorth Shore
community.
Q: What will you miss the most about NSHS
and why?
A: I'll missthedaily interactions I’ d have with
my friends, my teachers, and other faculty and
staff members. After spoending nearly four years
at this school, certain people and occurrences
haveresonatedwithme. Only atrueNorth Shore
student would understand these things, like
having Dr. Kurrus sneek up behind me and tell
meto put my phoneaway, enjoying my favorite
wrgpfromtheDdi line(madeby thelovely Mrs.
Doherty), hearing Debbie wish me a happy
Friday, and playing in the annua Butt vs.
Madigankickball tournament. Thesearethesmdl
thingsthet havedwaysmedemesmileandredize
how lucky | was to be a member of this high
school community.
Q: What areyou looking forward tothemostin
the future at this point and why?
A: | can't waitto exploreanew city andto have
afresh gart in college. I'm going to miss my
family, my best friends, and my teachers
tremendoudly, but the thought of coming home
and showing them how much I’ ve learned and
grown asacollege student will beso rewarding.
Q: Anything dse you want to add?
A: When | was 10, | moved to Glen Head from
Oraddll, New Jersey. The thought of entering a
new schoal, living in anew town, and starting
fromscratcchmeademesick. Eight yearslater, | can
say without hesitation thet moving herewasthe
best thing that has ever happened to me. | fed
incredibly blessedto haverecaved suchagelar
education, met such wonderful young minds,
formed lifelong friendships and fruitful
relationships, and to have been a proud North
ShoreViking. Thank youtomy parents, fromthe
bottom of my heart, for giving me the best
experiencel could veever imagined. Thank you
tomy amazing friendsfor wayssupportingme.
Thank you to dl of the wonderful teechersand
adminigtratorswho havewd comed mewithopen
armsand challenged mewiththar wisdom. Thank
youtoadl of my coachesand teammates. Lastly,
and mogtimportantly, thank youtoMs. Millman,
not only for championing me as a writer and
student, but for dwaysmaking mefed importart,
intelligent, and encouraged.

I loveyou, North Shore. Vikingsforever.

(Continued On Page 8)

| conic Moments Shared By North Shore's
Graduating Class Of 2020

I’ll never forget theway | felt during
themorning beforemy first day of ninth grade.
My stomach was in knots, and | could barely
eat my breakfast because of my nerves. Asmy
brother and | posed in the driveway while our
mom tried to get the perfect “First Day of
School Photo,” | forced a smile over my
anxiousaffect. L ooking back onthat morning,
though, | find comfort knowing that | was
scared to start this new chapter in my life,
because these past four years have been some
of my favorite. As the senior class is now
preparing to close out this chapter and begin
another four-year long one, many of us are
apprehensive to dive into the unknown.
Although high school didn't turn out exactly
theway my eighth-gradeimagination expected
it to, | couldn’t be more grateful for the time
I’ve had at North Shore.

In the uncertain times we're living
in, it's important to find positivity wherever
we can. While many of us are confused,
anxious, and upset by our current situation,
especidly the cancellation of in-person school
and the postponement of milestoneeventslike
prom, thinking of how much we've
accomplished as a grade and the beautiful
memories we' ve made together can bring us
joy. Although the Class of 2020 is comprised
of groups with vastly different interests,
passions, and pursuits, we've been able to
cometogether asone over the years and show
how together, we make up one of the most
driven, involved, and spirited classes that
North Shore has ever seen. This is my final
pieceasthe Editor-in-Chief of TheMViking View,
and it's only fitting that | useit to recount the
topthreetimesinwhich | wasproudest tobea
member of the Class of 2020. Despite the
heartbreak we are al feeling with the loss of
our senior year and the difficulty we are al
experiencing as we grapple with a lack of
closure, | hope that in fondly recalling my
favorite North Shore experiences, | can bring
solacetoaclassmate, aparent, or afriend. There
aremoresweet momentsliketheselying ahead,
and the struggles we are facing now will only
meketherewardswereceiveinthefuturemore
special.

Cheersto the Class of 2020.

3. SophomoreYear SportsNight

After accepting our rite-of-passage
SportsNight lossin 2017 asfreshmen, the Class
of 2020 wasdeterminedto reinvent itself during
sophomoreyear, emerging astheteam towatch
at the next Sports Night. In the weeksleading
up to Sports Night 2018, banter between the
Class of 2019 and the Class of 2020 crested a
motivating atmosphere of competition.
Althoughwedidn't redistically expect that we
could surpass the Class of 2018, we were
confident that with a flawless group dance
performance, the skillful placement of students
ineventsthat suited them best, and adonation
of cansfor theldand Harvest Food Drive, we
could come in second place and defeat the
Juniors.

After an intense week of practicing
our group exercise (which | still have
memorized ) for hoursafter school inthegym,
asking our parentsto bring uson multipletrips
to Dollar Tree to buy non-perishables, and
designing posters and paintingsto hang up in
our section of the gym, wewerewell-prepared
for greatness. Throughout the night, the Class

By: Mary Sotiryadis

of 2020 dazzled the crowd asit pulled ahead
of the Classof 2019in severa critical events,
including Cage Volleyball and what wasthe
new-and-exciting Frog Relay. The Junior class
was tasked with trying to beat the Seniors
while aso keeping the Sophomores at bay,
ultimately leading to its defeat. When Mr.
Cousins announced that, “by a single-digit
amount of points,” we had secured the
second-place spot, we al rushed into the
middle of thegym, jumping up and down and
hugging one another. Thiswasthefirst time
| redlly saw my class cometogether asaunit,
and | knew from that point on that we' d have
a successful future ahead.

2. Senior Play
| can confidently speak on behalf
of everyoneinvolvedinthe Senior Play when
| say that on our first day of rehearsals a
week before opening night, no one had any
ideaof what he or shewasdoing. Barely any
skits had been submitted, asmall percentage
of the cast had its lines memorized, and the
true thespians of our grade were tasked with
teaching everyone else how to act. As
expected, thefirst run-throughs of each scene
and skit were comprised of students
squinting to monotonoudly read their lines
off of their phones, missing any stage ques.
It definitely took some positive
encouragement, confidence boosters, and
advice from Mr. Wilgoos and the rest of the
amazing Masqguers, but in one short week,
we were each able to harness the hidden
actors, actresses, and playwrights within us
to write and execute skitsthat were “funnier
than last year’s entire play,” as per an
anonymous teacher source. On opening
night, the directors proudly watched their
hard work pay off as everything suddenly
fell into place. Seniors who had never acted
before flawlessly recited their monologues,
accurately imitated teachers and staff
members who sat in the audience, and even
improvised at timesin front of afull house.
Neverinamillionyearsdid| think that I’ d have
thegutsto parodically represent Howard Bloom
in the traffic circle before school, or the class
presidentsduring Sports Night practices, but in
the true pirit of senior yesr, |, like many of my
other classmates, decided to let loose and have
funwithwhat | wasdoing. Asametter of fact, |
had so much fun participatinginthe Senior Play
that one of my biggest regretsfrom high school
is not getting involved with the theater
department. The response of the crowd, which
rarey took abregk fromlaughing, wasincredible
Seeing the same parents and friends who
attended Opening Night show upat Night Two,
during theonly snowstorm of theyear, madeus
seniorsredize how much the community cares
about us and is eager to keep up with our hard
work. Two lovely nights filled with laughter,
gpplause, pride, andtheoccasond forgetfulness
of somelinesmadefor an organic, lighthearted
theater experience that both athletes and
Mathletes enjoyed.

1.RushingtheFidd

During our freshman year, when the
2017 Varsity footbal teamwonits quarterfind
game a home to advance to the next round of
the County playoffs, our young eyes watched
inamazement astheupperclassmen chargedthe
fieldafter thefind whistle, jumping upand down,

hugging, screaming, and cheering what would
become an iconic North Shore phrase: “we're
going to Hofstral!!” From then on, as we
supported our Vikings during each successive
football season, we djokingly throw the phrase
around, hoping for awinning seesonwhilefully
understanding thet the conferenceour teamwas
playing in put the odds againgt us. The junior
year ssesonwasabit discouraging, efter suffering
afew toughlosses, including our Homecoming
game Asweprepared for senior year, thestudent
section agreed that saying “the H word” and
speculating that we'd make it thet far into the
pogt-seesonwoul djinx awinningschedule Game
after game, we supported the boys, cheering
our hearts out for each completed pass,
touchdown, andfield god asif wewould never
See one again. It wasn't until we defeated
Bethpageat itsHomecoming cdebration, ateam
that wehadn't beatenin 61 yeers, that making it
to“theH word” seemed likeared possbility.

After eight games, theregular season
closed out, and we secured our first-round
playoff gameat our homefieldagaingt Lynbrook.
Spectators from not only North Shore and
Lynbrook, but dso Wantagh and Plainedge, the
teams that the winner of the game would face
next, werespilling out of thebleachers, eager to
seewhowould redly begoing to Hofstra. Four
tensequartersonthefiedalowed usVikingsto
take an exciting lead, prompting the seniorsin
thestudent sectionto start planning acel ebration
identical to the one we' d been awestruck by
three years prior. With five minutes left in the
fourth quarter, the sudent section dipped out
of the bleachers and began to creep down the
hill toward the track. When the athletic
supervisors approached us to say that we
weren'tdlowedtorushthefield, they wereshut
downby echoesof “BUT IT'STHEIRSENIOR
YEAR” from proud Senior moms. With ten
seconds left in the game, a countdown erupted
fromthe crowd of studentsso large, it now
covered the entire face of the hill. At the
whistle, we exploded onto the field,
cheering, screaming, and laughing in the
same way the Class of 2017 had done
years before us. A mosh pit of sweaty
varsity athletes and excited fans clad in
layers, warm hats and gloves formed at
the 50 yard line. People who’d never
spoken before turned to hug each other,
celebrating the fact that we had finally
made it to Hof stra. After years of awhole
grade dreaming about getting this far in
the playoffs again, we had finally done
it. Bookended by two demonstrations of
school spirit and community pride, our
time as North Shore fans was like
something out of a movie.

While reflecting on these
highlights from our high school career, it
has become clear to me that their
memorability stems not from how much
fun we have had together, but from how
these momentsreally embody our class's
sense of togetherness. Since freshman
year, we have been working
collaboratively and consistently
encouraging our peersto achieve amazing
things. | hope that each of us carries
what we have |earned about community
and support as North Shore studentsinto
the next chapters of our lives and
continue to be outstanding role models
and friends.
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