
 

 

 

Sixth Grade Summer Reading List 

Books to Enjoy this Summer 

2018 
 

 

We would like students to read and enjoy at least 2 books this summer along 

with reading at least 30 minutes each day.  We tried to provide a diverse menu of 

options that range in reading level, maturity and interests.  If you have more 

questions, please ask the middle school librarian!  

 
 

SUMMER READING TIME IS HERE! Please come visit our NEW North Shore Middle School 

Digital Library through OVERDRIVE! There are 300 new titles available to browse and check out 

anytime you want; both EBOOK and AUDIO options available. You can also use your public library 

card to access even more titles!   

 

To access the NSMS Digitial Library: (Ready by end of June) 

1. Download the OVERDRIVE APP on any device, search for North Shore Middle School OR go to 
http://northshorems.lib.overdrive.com 

2. Login using your school login information (last name first initial) and your school password. 

(example: John Smith = smithj) 

3. Borrow a book or audio. 

4. Go to Checkouts page to download title into your Overdrive App or into your browser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Warp Trio: Knights of the Kitchen Table by Jon Scieszka (Level P) 

Joe's been caught up in a book before, but this is ridiculous! Joe's Book, a gift from his magician uncle, doesn't 

just tell stories, it zaps Joe and his friends Sam and Fred right into the middle of them. And when these 

thoroughly modern kids meet King Arthur and become Knights of the Round Table, the result can only be 

thoroughly amusing mayhem. 

 

The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes (Level P) 

In this Newbery Honor Book, a young girl comes to terms with the effect that the teasing of her friends has had 

on a shy classmate. Though Maddie feels increasingly uncomfortable with the way the other girls — led by her 

best friend, Peggy — joke with Wanda, she doesn't have the courage to do anything about it. Then one day 

Wanda stops coming to school. Maddie can't shake a bad feeling about Wanda's absence, but she pushes it 

aside, preferring instead to think about the drawing contest, which she is sure Peggy will win. 

 

Sarah, Plain and Tall  by Patricia MacLachlan (Level Q) 
"I will come by train. I will wear a yellow bonnet. I am plain and tall." A heartwarming story about two 

children, Anna and Caleb, whose lives are changed forever when their widowed papa advertises for a mail-order 

bride. Sarah Elisabeth Wheaton from Maine answers the ad and agrees to come for a month. Sarah brings gifts 

from the sea, a cat named Seal, and singing and laughter to the quiet house. But will she like it enough to stay? 

Anna and Caleb wait and wonder -- and hope. 

 

James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake (Level Q) 
When James accidentally drops some magic crystals by the old peach tree, strange things start to happen. The 

peach at the top of the tree begins to grow, and before long it's as big as a house. When James discovers a secret 

entranceway into the fruit and crawls inside, he meets wonderful new friends--the Old-Green-Grasshopper, the 

dainty Ladybug, and the Centipede of the multiple boots. After years of feeling like an outsider in his aunts' 

house, James finally found a place where he belongs. With a snip of the stem, the peach household starts rolling 

away--and the adventure begins! 

 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (Level R) 

Since it was first published in 1987, the story of thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson's survival following a plane 

crash has become a modern classic. Stranded in the desolate wilderness, Brian uses his instincts and his hatchet 

to stay alive for fifty-four harrowing days.  

 

 

 

Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo (Level R) 

The summer Opal and her father, the preacher, move to Naomi, Florida, Opal goes into the Winn-Dixie 

supermarket--and comes out with a dog. A big, ugly, suffering dog with a sterling sense of humor. A dog she 

dubs Winn-Dixie. Because of Winn-Dixie, the preacher tells Opal ten things about her absent mother, one for 

each year Opal has been alive. Winn-Dixie is better at making friends than anyone Opal has ever known, and 

together they meet the local librarian, Miss Franny Block, who once fought off a bear with a copy of WAR 

AND PEACE. They meet Gloria Dump, who is nearly blind but sees with her heart, and Otis, an ex-con who 

sets the animals in his pet shop loose after hours, then lulls them with his guitar.Opal spends all that sweet 

summer collecting stories about her new friends and thinking about her mother. But because of Winn-Dixie or 

Menu of books:  Please read and enjoy any books you like, this list includes some great titles 

recommended by our teachers.  If you want to read something not on the list, please do so. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/29182.Patricia_MacLachlan
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4273.Roald_Dahl
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/146.Quentin_Blake


 

 

perhaps because she has grown, Opal learns to let go, just a little, and that friendship—and forgiveness—can 

sneak up on you like a sudden summer storm 

 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl (Level R)  

Willy Wonka's famous chocolate factory is opening at last! But only five lucky children will be allowed inside. 

And the winners are: Augustus Gloop, an enormously fat boy whose hobby is eating; Veruca Salt, a spoiled-

rotten brat whose parents are wrapped around her little finger; Violet Beauregarde, a dim-witted gum-chewer 

with the fastest jaws around; Mike Teavee, a toy pistol-toting gangster-in-training who is obsessed with 

television; and Charlie Bucket, our hero – a boy who is honest and kind, brave and true, and good and ready for 

the wildest time of his life! 

 

From The Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Fankweiler by E.L.Konigsburg (Level S) 

When suburban Claudia Kincaid decides to run away, she knows she doesn’t just want to run from somewhere, 

she wants to run to somewhere — to a place that is comfortable, beautiful, and, preferably, elegant. She chooses 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Knowing her younger brother Jamie has money and thus 

can help her with a serious cash-flow problem, she invites him along. 

 

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliet (Level S) 

When a book of unexplainable occurrences brings Petra Andalee and Calder Pillay together, strange things start 

to happen: seemingly unrelated events connect, an eccentric old woman seeks their company, and an invaluable 

Vermeer painting disappears. Before they know it, the two find themselves at the center of an international art 

scandal, where no one — neighbors, parents, teachers — is spared from suspicion. As Petra and Calder are 

drawn clue by clue into a mysterious labyrinth, they must draw on their powers of intuition, their problem-

solving skills, and their knowledge of Vermeer. Can they decipher a crime that has left even the FBI baffled? 

 

The Sixth Grade Nickname Game by Gordon Korman (Level S) 

Eleven-year-old best friends Jeff and Wiley, who like to give nicknames to their classmates, try to find the right 

one for the new girl Cassandra, while adjusting to the football coach who has become their new teacher. 

 

Janitor’s Boy by Andrew Clements (Level S) 

Fifth-grader Jack Rankin's father is the janitor of the junior-high school. That wouldn't be so bad if nobody 

knew about it. But on October 5, disaster strikes when Lenny Trumbull throws up his cafeteria ravioli: Jack's 

dad appears on the scene with a mop and says, "Hi, son." Jack loves his father and is proud of him, but he 

knows a giant letter L for loser has just been branded on his forehead. To make matters worse, Jack, furious 

when the inevitable stream of ridicule begins, blindly crashes into his bucket-bearing dad in the hallway, 

unleashing laughter, clapping, and plenty of water all around. Jack's anger is now a firestorm, and as author 

Andrew Clements so vividly phrases it: "The sizzling chunks of Jack's burning rage stuck to his father--like 

gobs of well-chewed watermelon bubble gum."  

 

 

Princess Academy by Shannon Hale (Level T) Miri lives on a mountain where, for generations, her ancestors 

have quarried stone and lived a simple life. Then word comes that the king's priests have divined her small 

village the home of the future princess. In a year's time, the prince himself will come and choose his bride from 

among the girls of the village. The king's ministers set up an academy on the mountain, and every teenage girl 

must attend and learn how to become a princess. Miri soon finds herself confronted with a harsh academy 

mistress, bitter competition among the girls, and her own conflicting desires to be chosen and win the heart of 

her childhood best friend. But when bandits seek out the academy to kidnap the future princess, Miri must rally 

the girls together and use a power unique to the mountain dwellers to save herself and her classmates. 

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson (Level T) 



 

 

Jess Aarons' greatest ambition is to be the fastest runner in his grade. He's been practicing all summer and can't 

wait to see his classmates' faces when he beats them all. But on the first day of school, a new girl boldly crosses 

over to the boys' side and outruns everyone. That's not a very promising beginning for a friendship, but Jess and 

Leslie Burke become inseparable. Together they create Terabithia, a magical kingdom in the woods where the 

two of them reign as king and queen, and their imaginations set the only limits. 

 

The Magician's Nephew by C.S. Lewis (Level T) 

When Digory and Polly are tricked by Digory's peculiar Uncle Andrew into becoming part of an experiment, 

they set off on the adventure of a lifetime. What happens to the children when they touch Uncle Andrew's magic 

rings is far beyond anything even the old magician could have imagined. Hurtled into the Wood between the 

Worlds, the children soon find that they can enter many worlds through the mysterious pools there. In one 

world, they encounter the evil Queen Jadis, who wreaks havoc in the streets of London when she is accidentally 

brought back with them. When they finally manage to pull her out of London, unintentionally taking along 

Uncle Andrew and a coachman with his horse, they find themselves in what will come to be known as the land 

of Narnia. 

 

Loser by Jerry Spinelli (Level U) 

Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to be like his dad when he grows up. 

But Zinkoff also raises his hand with all the wrong answers, trips over his own feet, and falls down with 

laughter over a word like "Jabip." Other kids have their own word to describe him, but Zinkoff is too busy to 

hear it. He doesn't know he's not like everyone else. And one winter night, Zinkoff's differences show that any 

name can someday become "hero." 

 

Midnight for Charlie Bone by Jenny Nimmo (Level U)  

A magical fantasy that is fast-paced and easy-to-read. Charlie Bone has a special gift – he can hear people in 

photographs talking. The fabulous powers of the Red King were passed down through his descendants, and they 

turned up quite unexpectedly in someone who had no idea where these powers came from! This is what 

happened to Charlie Bone and to some of the children he met behind the grim, gray walls of Bloor's Academy.  

The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket (Level V) 

“I'm sorry to say that the book you are holding in your hands is extremely unpleasant. It tells an unhappy tale 

about three very unlucky children. Even though they are charming and clever, the Baudelaire siblings lead lives 

filled with misery and woe. From the very first page of this book when the children are at the beach and receive 

terrible news, continuing on through the entire story, disaster lurks at their heels. One might say they are 

magnets for misfortune. In this short book alone, the three youngsters encounter a greedy and repulsive villain, 

itchy clothing, a disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune, and cold porridge for breakfast. It is my sad duty to 

write down these unpleasant tales, but there is nothing stopping you from putting this book down at once and 

reading something happy, if you prefer that sort of thing. With all due respect,” Lemony Snicket. 

 

 

Lawn Boy by Gary Paulson (Level V)  
One day I was 12 years old and broke. Then Grandma gave me Grandpa's old riding lawnmower. I set out to 

mow some lawns. More people wanted me to mow their lawns. And more and more. . . . One client was Arnold 

the stockbroker, who offered to teach me about "the beauty of capitalism. Supply and Demand. Diversify labor. 

Distribute the wealth." "Wealth?" I said. "It's groovy, man," said Arnold. If I'd known what was coming, I might 

have climbed on my mower and putted all the way home to hide in my room. But the lawn business grew and 

grew. So did my profits, which Arnold invested in many things. And one of them was Joey Pow the 

prizefighter. That's when my 12th summer got really interesting.  

 



 

 

The Cay by TheodoreTaylor (Level V)  
Phillip is excited when the Germans invade the small island of Curaçao. War has always been a game to him, 

and he’s eager to glimpse it firsthand – until the freighter he and his mother are traveling to the United States on 

is torpedoed. When Phillip comes to, he is on a small raft in the middle of the sea. Besides Stew Cat, his only 

companion is an old West Indian, Timothy. Phillip remembers his mother’s warning about black people: “They 

are different, and they live differently.” But by the time the castaways arrive on a small island, Phillip’s head 

injury has made him blind and dependent on Timothy. 

 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by JK Rowling (Level V) 

Harry Potter's life is miserable. His parents are dead and he's stuck with his heartless relatives, who force him to 

live in a tiny closet under the stairs. But his fortune changes when he receives a letter that tells him the truth 

about himself: he's a wizard. A mysterious visitor rescues him from his relatives and takes him to his new home, 

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. 

 

Inkheart by Cornelia Funke (Level W)  

Meggie has had her father to herself since her mother went away when she was young. Mo taught her to read 

when she was five, and the two share a mutual love of books. Amazingly, Mo can "read" characters out of 

books! When Meggie was three, he read aloud from a book called Inkheart and released characters into the real 

world. At the same time, Meggie's mother disappeared into the story. This "story within a story" will delight not 

just fantasy fans, but all readers who like an exciting plot with larger-than-life characters. 

 

Mysterious Benedict Society byTrenton Lee Stewart (Level W) 

"Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?" This ad attracts dozens for mind-bending tests 

readers may try. Only two boys and two girls succeed for a secret mission, undercover and underground into 

hidden tunnels. At the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, the only rule is – there are no rules.  

 

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham (Level W) 

A perfect murder. A faceless witness. A lone courtroom champion knows the whole truth . . . and he’s only 

thirteen years old. Meet Theodore Boone In the small city of Strattenburg, there are many lawyers, and though 

he’s only thirteen years old, Theo Boone thinks he’s one of them. Theo knows every judge, policeman, court 

clerk – and a lot about the law. He dreams of being a great trial lawyer, of a life in the courtroom. But Theo 

finds himself in court much sooner than expected. Because he knows so much – maybe too much – he is 

suddenly dragged into the middle of a sensational murder trial. A cold-blooded killer is about to go free, and 

only Theo knows the truth. The stakes are high, but Theo won’t stop until justice is served.  

 

The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt (Level X) 

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday afternoons with 

his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—

he’s sure of it. Why else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But 

everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their 

best behavior: the success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he has so 

much to contend with? A bully demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a baseball hero signing autographs the 

very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights! As fate sneaks up on him again and again, 

Holling finds Motivation—the Big M—in the most unexpected places and musters up the courage to embrace 

his destiny, in spite of himself. 

 

The Egypt Game (Game #1) by Zilpha Keatley Snyder (Level X) 

The first time Melanie Ross meets April Hall, she's not sure they'll have anything in common. But she soon 

discovers that they both love anything to do with ancient Egypt. When they stumble upon a deserted storage 

yard behind the A-Z Antiques and Curio Shop, Melanie and April decide it's the perfect sport for the Egypt 

http://www.goodreads.com/series/64314-game
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/27.Zilpha_Keatley_Snyder


 

 

Game. Before long there are six Egyptians instead of two. After school and on weekends they all meet to wear 

costumes, hold ceremonies, and work on their secret code. Everyone thinks it's just a game, until strange things 

begin happening to the players. Has the Egypt Game gone too far? 

 

The Giver by Lois Lowry (Level Y) 

Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear or pain. There are no choices. 

Every person is assigned a role in the Community. When Jonas turns twelve, he is singled out to receive special 

training from The Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of the true pain and pleasure of life. Now, it is 

time for Jonas to receive the truth. There is no turning back. 

 

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix (Level Z)  
Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, nor gone to a friend's house for an overnight. In 

fact, Luke has never had a friend. Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population 

Police. He's lived his entire life in hiding, and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next 

to his family's farm, he is no longer even allowed to go outside. Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the 

window of a house where he knows two other children already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child like 

himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to come out of the shadows -- does Luke dare to become involved in 

her dangerous plan? Can he afford not to? 

 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien (Level Z)  
In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the ends of worms and an 

oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to eat: it was a hobbit-hole, and 

that means comfort. Written for J.R.R. Tolkien’s own children, The Hobbit met with instant critical acclaim 

when it was first published in 1937. Now recognized as a timeless classic, this introduction to the hobbit Bilbo 

Baggins, the wizard Gandalf, Gollum, and the spectacular world of Middle-Earth recounts of the adventures of 

a reluctant hero, a powerful and dangerous ring, and the cruel dragon, Smaug the Magnificent. 


